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By The Rev. David Olson

What are you doing?” I ask my daughter as I look at her 
crawling around underneath our dining room table. 
   “Looking for a piece of my puzzle that I dropped,” she 

says.  “I have to find it; every piece matters.”
   Our dining room table does occasionally have meals eaten at it, but 
it seems as if most of the time it is used for the puzzles laid out upon 
it in varying stages of completion. It’s a place where anyone walking 
by can sit down for a bit and find some solace while quietly searching 
through puzzle pieces to find one that connects.
   As I sit down next to my daughter, who by now has pulled herself out 
from under the table after finding the piece she had dropped, I stare 
down at the incomplete puzzle in front of me and realize how true it is 
that every piece really does matter. Without even one piece the puzzle 
would never be complete, the image it shows not quite right. Which 
makes me think about our church. 
   For the last three years St. John’s has done a remarkable job of weath-
ering the Covid pandemic. The people of St. John’s have remained 
faithful with their time, support and giving, which has truly been a 
blessing. But for many people the pandemic has also changed the way 
that they connect and find their place at church. I guess you could say 
we have been missing some pieces of our puzzle. 

   Which is why I am excited about our upcoming program year kick-
ing off this September. Though the pandemic is most certainly not 
over, we are launching our first full programming season since the 
pandemic began in hopes of helping all of our parishioners find ways 
to connect with St. John’s and each other, while also strengthening 
their life of faith and how they live it out. 
   Worship will continue to be the focal point of our life together, but 
in addition to that we will have wonderful Sunday morning formation 
opportunities for adults and children. Journey groups are back, with a 
diverse set of offerings that will meet throughout the week. There will 
be special community life events, music concerts, opportunities for 
children, youth, and adults to learn, grow, and have fun together, and 
you can learn all about these things and more in our fall program cal-
endar that is included in this Record and will be passed out at church 
as well.
   We have so many wonderful opportunities to connect and serve 
here at St. John’s. Where will you connect and find your place? Where 
will you serve?  If you aren’t sure, please don’t hesitate to ask the cler-
gy, staff, and lay leaders of our church for help and we will be glad to 
do just that. After all St. John’s is a puzzle.  Every piece matters. 
   Looking forward to connecting with you,
   David+ 

“

Connection: 
What We Are 

Made For



2 | The Record • September 2022 • No. 9 Continued on page 3 . . . 

By Alison Blanton

St. John’s joined seven other churches in the Roanoke Convocation this past spring to assist with the resettlement of Afghan refugees to the 
Roanoke Valley. Organized as the Episcopal Community Sponsorship (ECS), the group includes Christ Episcopal, Christ (Martinsville), 
St. Elizabeth’s, St. Mark’s (Fincastle), St. James, Trinity (Rocky Mount), and St. John’s. The group works closely with Catholic Community 

Charities (CCC) as they are designated by the US State Department as the resettlement agency for Southwest Virginia. CCC supported our 
group with general training, resources, and mentorship as well as a case worker assigned to our family. CCC handled much of the initial resettle-
ment tasks of applying for Social Security cards, signing up for Medicaid and other benefits, enrolling the children in school, scheduling medical 
screenings, and assisting with job placement. The ECS group meets weekly as we work together to help the family settle into their new home 
and learn how to navigate life in Roanoke. At least fifteen St. John’s parishioners have volunteered to date to help with this mission by providing 
valuable support with donations, transportation, ESL tutoring, financial mentoring, and cultural affiliation. 
   In March, our group was paired with a multi-generational family from Kabul. Initially, the family consisted of five, including a grandmother 
and two sons in elementary school. The family has since expanded to eleven with the addition of another branch of the family, including two 
young-adult daughters and two sons close in age to their cousins. Other members of the extended family have relocated in Maryland, Con-
necticut, and New York. The family has lost everything, including their homes and business, to the Taliban twice now and their father  was killed 
during the first  Taliban takeover. As you can imagine, the grandmother is thrilled to have so many members of her family together and safe in 
Roanoke.
   Thanks to the generosity of our church communities, we helped the family settle into their new apartment in Northwest Roanoke. Church 
members have provided furniture, a fully stocked kitchen with microwave, computers, bicycles, a grill, a sewing machine (as the women make 
their own clothes), and family games such as chess and checkers. A generous St. John’s volunteer even donated Lego sets for the boys! Trinity 
Ecumenical Church at Smith Mountain Lake also supported this mission by donating furniture. When Fleet Feet of Roanoke learned about the 

Afghan Resettlement 
Mission

Parishioner Gates DeHart 
teaches English to two 
young-adult women who 
fled from the Taliban in 
Afghanistan
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family, they offered to provide new 
shoes to everyone and came to the 
house to fit each person before deliv-
ering the new shoes! St. John’s volun-
teers were integral in helping get the 
family settled in their new home by 
donating furniture and a microwave 
as well as picking up and delivering 
much of the furniture. Most recently, 
we  partnered with Christ Episcopal 
to provide the boys with supplies for 
the new school year.   
   The fathers and the two daughters 
are now employed and the four boys 
are enrolled in school. ECS volunteers 
are working weekly with the family to 
learn English and to help orient them 
to American culture and practices 
such as shopping for groceries and 

clothes, banking, paying bills, and navigating the health system. St. John’s parishioner Mike Leigh worked closely with the fathers to develop a 
family budget and set up a bank account so that they could become financially independent. We also look for opportunities to introduce them to 
places and activities in our area. To this end, ECS volunteers provided transportation so that the two older boys, who just entered middle school, 
could participate in a weekly soccer camp this summer for refugee children sponsored by Friendship House. 
   St. John’s volunteers Gates DeHart and Donna Repa have been meeting twice a week since May with the two mothers and two adult daughters 
to tutor them in English literacy. Two members of Christ Episcopal Church have been working with the younger boys after school. Using work-
books and materials provided by Blue Ridge Literacy(BRL), the women have reached an intermediate level of literacy so that they will now be 
joining classes, along with one of the fathers, at the BRL center at the Roanoke Main Library in September. This progress is remarkable as the 
mothers began with almost no English language skills. Within a week of working with Gates and Donna, they surprised the young boys after 
school one day by proudly telling them their names and address in English! Gates also has shared the experience of talking about English words 
for emotions — joy, sadness, hope, anger, love, etc. at one of his sessions with the two daughters. When the word “scared” came up, one of them 
asked, “Is that the same as ‘afraid’?” He replied yes and asked if she could think of a time when she was afraid? Gates said this was “dumb of me, 
as OF COURSE they experienced times of abject terror.” She replied, “I was afraid when the Taliban came and I cried.” Gates shared “at this point 
he had to fight back tears — so immediate and personal was the response — the fear of what they (the Taliban) could do to this beautiful young 
woman was overwhelming.” These two young women  have aspirations to go to college, an opportunity that certainly would not be available to 
them now in Afghanistan. 
   The family showed their appreciation to ECS by inviting us to a dinner in their home in early July. We were treated to an extensive and delicious 
meal of Afghan dishes prepared by the family. Most meaningful, however, was the experience of enjoying a fun evening of fellowship with our 
new friends from both Afghanistan and the Roanoke convocation. 
   Our formal commitment with CCC was through June; however, the relationships that grow as ECS works with the family continue and serve 
to expand our understanding of Becoming Beloved Community as we work together to honor our baptismal  promise  to “respect the dignity 
of every human being.” In describing their experience volunteering, Gates and Donna share that “as with any venture of this kind, we are the 
major beneficiaries of these sessions with these bright, remarkable women and thank God that St. John’s has provided us with the opportunity 
to work with them.”

   As we move forward in this journey with ECS and the Afghan family, there continue to be opportunities to become in-
volved. In particular, we are looking for additional furniture and people who can help with transportation by providing rides 
to various medical appointments and school activities. If you would like to join us in this remarkable ministry, please contact 
Alison Blanton (540-765-7154 or alisonsblanton@gmail.com).

Resettlement Mission from page 2 . . . 

Parishioner Donna Repa 
tutors a refugee from Kabul.



Adult Formation

Walking the Camino
Sunday Morning, September 11 at 9 
In the spring of 2022, eleven pilgrims, most 
members of St. John’s, walked the Camino 
del Santiago de Compostela in Spain. The 

Camino is an over thousand-year-old pilgrimage route. St. 
John’s member John Jackson, one of the pilgrims, and several 
others will share photos and memories of the pilgrimage that 
took them from Astorga in Leon, Spain to the Finisterre in Gali-
cia, Spain.

Embracing Evangelism
Sunday Mornings, September 18, 25 at 9
Jenni Faires, St. John’s parishioner and Canon 
for Evangelism and Youth Ministry for the 
Diocese of Southwest Virginia, will lead us in 
a three-week series entitled Embracing Evan-

gelism. She’ll anchor her class using a video series on Episcopal 
evangelism produced in partnership with The Episcopal Church 
and Virginia Theological Seminary. Much of evangelism is 
about sharing our stories of where we have seen God working in 
our own lives—in both our struggles and our joys. Participants 
will have a chance to share their own stories with others in small 
groups and learn how to invite others to join in God’s unfolding 
Story.

The Wisdom of the Bible: Proverbs, 
Job, and Ecclesiastes
Sunday Mornings, October 9, 16, 23 at 9
There are three books of the Bible that 
are known as the Bible’s wisdom litera-

ture—Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes. They reveal the collected 
wisdom of generations of godly people and invite us to consider 
the complexity and simplicity of living wisely. Join the St. John’s 
clergy for a 3-week exploration of these fascinating books. 

Homelessness in Roanoke
Sunday Mornings, October 30, November 6, 13 
at 9
Dr. Paula Prince, chair of the Blue Ridge In-
teragency Council on Homelessness, Marie 

Muddeman Beebe, executive director of Family Promise, and 
the Rev. Marisa Sifontes, director of outreach at St. John’s will 
speak on individual Sundays about homelessness in Roanoke. 

Joyful Living: Cultivating Joy in our Daily Lives
Sunday Mornings, November 20, 27, December 4 
at 9
Using The New York Times bestseller “The Book of 
Joy” by the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu as a guide, the Rev. David Olson will discuss 

the nature of joy, what we know about joy in the Bible, and how 
the 8 pillars of joy can help us to live a meaningful life.  

Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday Morning, December 11 at 9
Join us for our annual meeting for Eric’s 
State of the Parish talk and cast your vote 
for this coming year’s vestry slate.

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Fall 2022

Youth Ministry
Youth Group
Every Sunday, Sept. 18 - Dec. 4, except Nov. 27. Dinner at 6 p.m., activities 6:30 p.m.-7:45 p.m.

Social Study Sundays
October 16, November 20, 3-5 p.m.
Drop in for a snack and time together! There will be a quiet room for those 
who would like to study, and a talking room for those who want to socialize.

38th Annual Crop Walk in the Roanoke Valley
October 9
Youth participate in the Crop Walk, raising money to help the hungry. 

For more information contact Megan-Drew Benfield at mdbenfield@stjohnsronaoke.org.

Connection: What We Are Made For

Music for All Ages
St. Cecilia Handbells: Tuesdays, 4:30-6 p.m. 
St. John’s Music Academy (grades K-5): Wednesdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
St. John’s Choir (adults): Wednesdays, 6-7:30 p.m.
St. John’s Singers (grades 6-12): Sundays, 3:30-4:45 p.m.
For more information contact Mike Milam at mmilam@stjohnsroanoke.org.

Journey Groups

Duruflé Requiem for 
All Saints Journey Group
Sundays, Sept 18-Nov. 20th 
(excluding October 30) 6:30-7:30 p.m., Parish Hall
In preparation for a performance by our own St. John’s Choir at the annual All Saints’ Con-
cert on November 4, join Dr. Dave Zuschin, parishioner and associate professor of music 
at Radford University, in a nine-week journey group that focuses on Maurice Duruflé’s Re-
quiem. By far the most widely performed Requiem setting written in the twentieth century, it 
is a very rich piece that uses certain techniques that originated in the Middle Ages, others in 
the Renaissance, while still others are drawn from 19th c. Romanticism and Impressionism. 
The group will spend the first six sessions on the Duruflé requiem itself before moving on to 
briefly consider other settings.
Theologies of Liberation Journey Group
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. September 20-November 11, Room 203
Jesus came that we might have abundant life. And yet, our culture is built on social, economic, 
and political systems of oppression that inflict suffering and death.  How do followers of Jesus 
reconcile this disparity? Join Todd Null, St. John’s Parishioner and Leadership Consultant for 
the Department of Educational and Organizational Development at Carilion Clinic for a six-
week exploration of Black, Latinx, Feminist, Womanist, Environmental, and Queer Liberation 
Theologies.  Throughout the series, we’ll examine various Theologies of Liberation, analyze 
common themes, and discern how to apply their wisdom in our own place and time through 
meaningful action.
Walking the Faith Journey Group
Mondays, 4:30 p.m. September 19-October 24
Kick off your week with other members of St. John’s on Monday evening fall walks. Parishio-
ner Sheryl McNally will lead walks which trace a different route through Roanoke each week. 
Walks will include a time for prayer, a time for reflection, and a time to share with fellow walk-
ers. Walkers need to be able to manage steep hills and walk 3 to 5 miles at a moderate pace. Meet 
for the first walk at Crystal Spring library drop dox. Contact Sheryl McNally (sherylmcnall3@
gmail.com) for meet up locations of subsequent walks or if running late. People may drop-in 
on one walk or do all walks and may join at any time. 
St. John’s Needlepointers Journey Group
Wednesdays, 5 p.m. September 21-November 16, Loulie’s Lounge
Gather on Wednesday evenings with other St. John’s and local stitchers. Bring your needlepoint 
project(s), learn and share tips and tricks about the craft, and enjoy each other’s company and 
light refreshments. Facilitated by Emily Schmedjte. 
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Fall Festival
October 30 after the Gathering at 6 p.m.
It’s our annual evening of Halloween fun and fellowship. 
Join us for crafts, games, and trunk or treat (with prizes for 
the best decorated cars.)

Blessing of the Animals
October 2, 3:30 p.m.
Bring your pets of all kinds at 3:30 p.m. for a blessing, then 
come back for outdoor worship at 5:00 p.m., Gathering on 
the Grass.

Music on the Corner 2022
All concerts are free and take place in the church.

“In Time of Silver Rain” October 7, 6 p.m.
Flutist Sarah Wardle Jones, clarinetist Michelle Smith Johnson, and pianist Erica Sipes

Annual All Saints Concert: The Music of Maurice Duruflé, November 4, 6 p.m.
Dr. Dwight Bigler, guest conductor, Dr. Patrick Pope, organist , Rev. Dr. Philip Bouknight, 
baritone, St. John’s Choir

St. John’s Book Group
First Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. in the conference room
Contact Mary Mackin at mkruetten@gmail.com
October 6: The Last Flight by Julie Clark
November 3: Horse by Geraldine Brooks
December 1:  These Precious Days by Ann Patchett

Advent Wreath Making and Potluck Supper
November 27 after the Gathering at 6 p.m.
We’ll provide chicken, you bring a side dish and $5 to 
make your Advent wreath! Donate greens in the week 
leading up to the event! Women at the Well

September 13, October 11, November 8, December 13, 6-7:30 p.m.
Please join us in the Gathering Area at 6 p.m. for potluck and fellowship.  We look forward to 
gathering for conversation with food and drink.  If interested in childcare, please contact the 
parish office at 343-9341. For more information contact Stace Todd at shrlck013@gmail.com.

Celebration Sunday
September 11, 11:30 a.m., Garden
Our annual Celebration Sunday, with a pig roast, live 
music, games, and fellowship! Wear your favorite team-
themed or St. John’s shirt.

Foyer Groups 
Foyer groups are a great way to get to know other St. John’s 
folks. Groups meet about once a month in local homes or 
restaurants.  Contact Julie Dudley at jcdhtd95@comcast.net

Thanksgiving Day Service
Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at 10:30 a.m. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Connection: What We Are Made For | Fall 2022

Advent Choral Evensong
December 4, 5 p.m.
It is an ancient tradition for the people of God to offer 
praise and prayer as the day draws to a close. Led by the St. 
John’s Choir and offers a contemplative time and space to 
mark the season of Advent.

Children and Family Ministry
Children’s Chapel and Sunday School
Sundays, 9:45 a.m.-The Peace. Meet in the Children’s Chapel. 

Pre-Youth Group (3rd - 5th Grade)
September 18, November 13: 11:15 a.m.

Acolyte Training
September 25: 11:15 a.m. 

Instructed Eucharist
October 16: 9 a.m.

Parents’ Night Out
November 11: 6 p.m.

Christmas Pageant
December 4, 11: Rehearsal, 11:15 a.m. -12:15 p.m.
December 18: Rehearsal, 4-5 p.m. | Pageant, 5-6 p.m.

For more information contact Christine Mortlock at cmortlock@stjohnsroanoke.org

Service Sunday
September 25 after the 10 a.m. service
Come participate in a sandwich build as we prepare 
bagged lunches for our neighbors at RAM House.

Pride Eucharist
Saturday, October 15, 4 p.m.

Training for Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers and Readers
September 18 after the 8 and 10 a.m. services, and 4 p.m.
Interested in helping make worship happen on Sundays?

Newcomers Class
September 18 after the 10 a.m. service
New to St. John’s? Been around awhile and want to learn 
more? Join us after the 10 a.m. service in the Parish Hall to 
learn more about St. John’s and tour the building.

Young Adults Group Kick Off Event
September 17, 4 p.m., Parkway Brewing Co. 

Our group meets the third weekend each month.  Mark your calendars for our first program 
year gathering on Saturday, September 17th at Parkway Brewing in Salem!  For any questions 
or to let us know you’re coming, please contact Megan-Drew Benfield (mdbenfield@stjohn-
sroanoke.org, or 540-339-6979)
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Our theme this 2022/2023 program year at St. John’s is Connection:  It’s What We Are Made For! The best 
way to connect and find your place at St. John’s is to serve. Four ministry areas are highlighted below and 
are places where you can serve. You can serve individually or as a family. Whole families as greeters or 
ushers are a welcome sight. E-mail or call Kristi Brown, kbrown@stjohnsroanoke.org or 540-343-9341, to 
sign up for these ministries. Your ministries matter to the life of our church!

Find Your Place Here

Welcoming Ministry
Greeters
Ambassadors: Shepherd new people in the congregation.

Community Life Ministry
Parish Life
Celebration Events: Cook and decorate for events like the Fall Festival and Advent Wreath Making and Potluck. 

Servant Ministry
Acolytes
Readers
Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Ushers

Children & Youth Ministry 
Sunday School Teacher
Youth Mentor
Christmas Pageant 
Easter Egg Hunt 
Mission Trip 

Kimoyo is a ministry partnership between St. John’s and King-
dom Life. It works to empower women by offering access to 
quality healthcare, providing micro-loans and business skills, 
trading soccer for literacy; improving agriculture; and educat-
ing about diversity and the power of inclusiveness.

Kimoyo is in need of volunteers on September 16 from 4:30-9 
p.m. to assist with the First Fridays event at Elmwood Park.  
Contact Stace Todd at shrlck013@gmail.com to sign up or for 
more information.

Kimoyo In Need 
of Volunteers

Enjoy cookies in the Garden and outdoor games for 
the kids after the 10 a.m. service.  All are welcome! 
Cookie providers: Rebecca Wiegard, 9/4, Andrea Ol-
son, 9/18, Melanie Starks, 9/25.

Cookies!

Sunday Suppers kick off on September 18 after the 
Gathering!

Registrations

Children’s  and 
Youth Ministry

Parish Directory 

Sunday Supper Kick-off
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Clockwise from Above: Children learned about firetrucks and all their life-saving equipment 
at the Children’s Ministry Reception on August 21; Middle School Mission Day when the kids 
cleaned up Lick Run Greenway on July 30; Local artist Kyle Edgell drew caricatures of the chil-
dren at Parents Night Out on August 12; Youth ate at Grace’s Pizza during Youth Movie Night 
on August 10; The Annual Parish Picnic at Smith Park on August 14. Thanks to Jack Garst for 
his great help with the picnic.

St. John’s 
this Summer

No. 9 • September 2022 • The Record | 7



facebook.com/stjohnsroanoke @stjohnsroanoke @stjohnsroanoke

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. POSTAGE

P A I D
Roanoke, Va.
Permit No. 43

RecordTHE

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Jefferson St. and Elm Ave.
P.O. Box 257
Roanoke, Virginia 24002

Address Service Requested

Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 a.m.  Formation for Adults

9:45 a.m. Children’s Chapel and Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

5:00 p.m. The Gathering Eucharist

6:00 p.m. Sunday Suppers (Starting Sept. 18)

6:30 p.m. Youth Group, Formation for Adults

Childcare Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Sign up to receive e-communications, which includes a weekly e-mail with links to Holy Eucharist and the accompanying worship bulletin. Visit 
the St. John’s web site and subscribe in the box in the lower right corner, or contact Evan Hines at ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org. Subscribe to St. 
John’s YouTube. 

People in the Parish
Deaths
Betty Jane Sigmon, wife of Leland Sigmon, on August 12, 2022.
Vera Johnson, wife of Cal Johnson, on May 7, 2022. 

Celebration Sunday
September 11 after the 10 a.m. Service

Mark your calendars! Our annual Celebration Sunday, with 
a pig roast, live music, games, and fellowship!  Wear your 
favorite team themed or St. John’s shirt and join us in the 
garden at 11:30 a.m. following the 10 a.m. service.


