
St. John’s Episcopal Church • Phone: 540-343-9341 • Fax: 540-343-6362
 After Hours Emergency: 540-312-9155 • Website: www.stjohnsroanoke.org

RecordTHE

 St. John’s Episcopal Church | October 2022 - Volume 76 - No. 10

By The Rev. Eric Long

It is a tremendous joy to be home. 
   I love to travel, but a major part of any trip is the happiness of coming home.
  St. John’s gift of time for a sabbatical this summer allowed me to travel extensively 

through Europe and the Holy Land. It was a season of travel unlikely to happen again in 
my life. It was wonderful, and I look forward to telling you all the stories. 
   Amongst the countless lessons of such journeying is the one I already knew: coming 
home is the capstone of the whole adventure.
   This summer I went on a pilgrimage throughout Ireland and visited rural parts of 
Scotland, including the holy island of Iona. All alone, I walked the last 100 km of the 
Camino de Santiago in northern Spain. I often went 24 hours without speaking with 
anyone as I sadly remember none of my high school Spanish. I was accompanied for 
some time by Shelley while we sailed on the Rhine River. My summer journeys ended 
with a dream trip to the Holy Land with my daughter Madalene. 
   It was a lot! I loved it a lot! 
   While my luggage is finally fully unpacked and in its rightful place, the unfathomable 
experiences remain mostly unpacked in my soul and mind. They won’t be unpacked for 
some time. Perhaps they will remain deep within, emerging at unexpected moments 
over the rest of my life. 
   What one learns from any travel, most certainly from such broad excursions, is that 
while humanity is wide, diverse, and sometimes perplexing, it holds in common the 
most essential aspects of our lives: basic needs, hopes, dreams, and desires. I did not, 
and do not still, understand all dimensions of the cultures or the beliefs of people I en-

Coming Home

countered while a guest in their countries. This is the 
first thing I am unpacking as a new lesson for my life 
now that I am back home.
   For instance, Madalene and I were not on a tour, 
or with any group, in the Holy Land. We stayed at St. 
George’s (Anglican) College. It is a familiar place that 
led the pilgrimages of my other two trips to the area. 
I am even on their North American board helping 
oversee the college. The cathedral and college are in 
an overwhelmingly Palestinian area where very few 
Jewish people go.  I’ve visited and stayed in this exact 
same, safe neighborhood with previous pilgrimage 
groups. This time, though, the divide between Israe-
lis and Palestinians felt intensely personal and real to 
me as we lived more fully in the mix of their lives. 
Madalene noticed the division as well. In Jerusalem 
and during our travels around the country of Israel, 
we were very conscious that we were in a very foreign 
place, with people from cultures very much unlike 
our own.
   While I’ve traveled with groups that included wom-
en my last two trips, this time I was acutely aware I 
travelled as a dad solely responsible for a 15-year-old 
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daughter in my care. Madalene was even more cognizant! Orthodox Jewish and Palestinian 
women, as well as local Christians, don’t dress like an American teenager. Shorts on 100-de-
gree days were not something Madalene knew to be an issue when she was packing. We were 
strangers for sure, and we were aware. 
   Throughout our travels, we noticed in all communities that while there were looks of per-
plexity and sometimes disapproval, we were, for the most part, graciously welcomed. We 
met friends and helpers, and we needed that. We felt far from home and yet were received 
warmly into their homelands despite being the strangers we were. It was incarnated grace and 
demonstrated the commonality of the human family and the basic goodness of people who 
had zero necessity to offer us the kindness upon which we acutely relied as cultural outsiders. 
Coming home, we felt relieved to return to the familiar and the comfortable. While we would 
go back again in a heartbeat (well, after many heartbeats back home!), landing in the United 
States was reassuring. We know this place. We were home.
   And home is great, mostly.  I say “mostly” because I was instantly also reunited with the 
deluge of social media and non-ending sectarian news cycles, with the attendant fissures of 
our society. While SO very glad to be back and ready to begin my work with you, this aspect 
of our shared home is one which has increasingly burdened my heart. I trust you have heard 
that in my preaching over the years.
   And this is where the going-away taught me something essential for my grace-filled life in 
our beloved home: it’s okay that we are different IF we can learn to give space to better un-
derstand one another. We are different and yet we can be kind and seek understanding while 
offering grace to those unlike us, who are perplexing to us, and not of our tribe. 
   We truly do hold the essentials of our humanity in common and have much to discover 
even amongst our array of differences. However, that commonality of our lives can never 
be discovered if we only stay “home,” so to speak. We lose too much by remaining “home” 
in our information silos and our like-minded enclaves, never venturing from our comfort 
zones to those places and people strange to us, where even though we might speak a common 
language, we must wrestle with incomprehension about others’ differing beliefs and ways of 
living life. 
   Coming home to you at St. John’s, I am more convinced than ever that “travel” beyond our 
small “home” is essential to our identity as a diverse Christian community. It’s a call of God 
for our church to be a healing community, traveling outside our doors, down the street, across 
town, and to all the corners of the world God loves.
   It’s good to have traveled far and wide. It’s better to come home, having learned all kinds of 
lessons that make home forever changed.

Coming Home from Cover . . . 
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In our lives, we can draw from the deep wells of encouragement we find in the words of the Bible. A few 
parishioners were asked what verses they turn to when they need encouragement. Their selections are their 
gift to you for moments when you too find yourself in need of a hopeful word. 

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

Kayleigh Webb
But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.

–Joshua 24:15 

Melanie Starks
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can com-
fort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.

–2 Corinthians 1:3

Lolly Rosemond
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold;
   for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

–Psalm 31 

Ben Garden
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

–Philippians 4:7

Rebecca Wiegard
Lord, show your love to us as we put our hope in you. 

–Psalm 33:22

Jan Garrett
Where can I go from your Spirit?
    Where can I flee from your presence?
 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
 If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
    if I settle on the far side of the sea,
 even there your hand will guide me,
    your right hand will hold me fast.

                      –Psalm 139 

Larissa Mellnick
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shad-
ow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever.

–Psalm 23



Fine Wines Fall Fun
By Hansford Leake and Donna Repa

Fine Wines is a critical component of St. John’s Christian community that seeks to fill a void in the life of the parish for older adult parishio-
ners.  Don’t consider yourself a “Fine Wine”? Well, think again! The Fine Wines invites all 50 and above parishioners and “Empty-Nesters” 
to join our group! 

   We strive to welcome, facilitate fellowship, have fun, and promote a sense of belonging to the Church community. As Fine Wines member Bill 
Cleveland put it, “The Fine Wines mission is to keep the senior members of St. John’s engaged in the life of the church through social worship 
and service activities.” Fine Wines has organized trips to Monticello, Greenbrier, James Madison’s residence, Barter Theater, Floyd, and other 
destinations.  Our signature event has been a popular annual party in the fall featuring hand-prepared food, a live band, and even fine wines! 
Other activities have included a service objective through support of periodic blood drives, Habitat for Humanity, and the St. John’s youth group.  
   For members interested in shared active experiences and relaxed, casual social gatherings Fine Wines meets for hiking, biking, and bowling as 
well as casual monthly meet-ups at local breweries and eateries. For the many “younger” Fine Wines that are still in the workforce, these Friday 
night meet-ups are a great way to end the week and kick off the weekend. 
   Fine Wines is planning for an energetic, enthusiastic restart of all activities in 2022 – 2023.  You are invited to join us and have some fun and 
fellowship! 

October Events
Fine Wines Brewery Chillax 
Friday, October 7, 5 p.m. until ? at Parkway Brewery in Salem.  

Music on the Corner, followed by dinner
Friday, October 7 with music event at 6 p.m. in church sanc-
tuary; gather in narthex following event with plan to dine at 
Athens Restaurant.

Service Project, Blood Mobile 
Wednesday, October 12, in Parish Hall, 12 noon until 6 p.m.
Volunteers needed for staffing and food donations. 

Fine Wines Hike
Saturday, October 22, Catawba Greenway 10 a.m. 
RSVP by October 19

November Events
Music on the Corner, followed by dinner
Friday, November 4 with music event at 6 p.m. in church sanctuary; gather in 
Narthex following event to dine with group at local restaurant. 

Old Movie Night
Friday, November 11, 5:30 p.m., Parish Hall – Best in Show, with drinks, pop-
corn, treats. Fee is $10. No reservations needed.

Fine Wines Cycling Event 
November 12, 10:30 a.m., Roanoke Greenway at Wasena 

Fine Wines Brewery Chillax 
Friday, November 18, 5 p.m. until ? at Fork in the Alley in SW Roanoke.  

December Events
Illuminights Tour - Explore Park’s Winter Walk of Lights, 
followed by dinner at Montano’s
Thursday, December 1. Meet in the St John’s lower parking lot (Jefferson 
Street) at 5 p.m. to carpool to event and dinner.

Service Project, Blood Mobile 
Wednesday, December 7 in Parish Hall, 12 noon until 6 p.m.
Volunteers needed for staffing and food donations. 

For more information and to RSVP, please contact Donna Repa 
at 540-798-4768 or e-mail at g_repa@yahoo.com. 
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Altar Flower Notice
If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar on October 16, 23, 
or 30, please contact Kristi Brown in the parish office at 343-9341.

St. John’s Happenings

Blessing of the Animals
October 4, 12 - 2 p.m. Mountain Ave. Tower Entrance

Due to the upcoming heavy rain this weekend resulting from Hurri-
cane Ian, we need to move our Blessing of the Animals from Sunday 
afternoon to Tuesday, October 4. It is fitting the Blessing will now be 
on Tuesday as it is the St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day. You may bring 
your pets of all kinds between 12 and 2 p.m. on Tuesday at the Moun-
tain Avenue Tower Entrance for a blessing. 

St. John’s Book Club
First Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. in the conference room

October 6: The Last Flight by Julie Clark
November 3: Horse by Geraldine Brooks
December 1:  These Precious Days by Ann Patchett

Women at the Well
October 11, November 9, December 13, 6-7:30 p.m.

Women at the Well meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  Please 
join us in the parish hall at 6 p.m. for potluck and fellowship.  We look 
forward to gathering for conversation with food and drink. Childcare 
available.

Youth Ministry
Crop Walk: Help Fight to End Hunger
October 9, 2 p.m.
We’re participating in the 2022 CROP Hunger Walk on October 9th 
to support CWS and help families who are struggling with hunger. 
Support our youth at https://bit.ly/SJEC2022CROPWalk 

Music on the Corner
“In Time of Silver Rain” October 7, 6 p.m. Reception at 5:15
Flutist Sarah Wardle Jones, clarinetist Michelle Smith Johnson, and 
pianist Erica Sipes

Annual All Saints Concert: The Music of Maurice Duruflé
November 4, 6 p.m.
Dr. Dwight Bigler, guest conductor, Dr. Patrick Pope, organist, 
the Rev. Dr. Philip Bouknight, baritone, St. John’s Choir

Adult Education
The Wisdom of the Bible: Proverbs, 
Job, and Ecclesiastes
Sunday Mornings, October 9, 16, 23 at 9
There are three books of the Bible that are known as the Bible’s wis-
dom literature—Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes. They reveal the col-
lected wisdom of generations of godly people and invite us to con-
sider the complexity and simplicity of living wisely. Join the St. John’s 
clergy for a 3-week exploration of these fascinating books. 

Homelessness in Roanoke
Sunday Mornings, October 30, November 6, 13 at 9
Dr. Paula Prince, chair of the Blue Ridge Interagency Council on 
Homelessness, Marie Muddeman Beebe, executive director of Fam-
ily Promise, and the Rev. Marisa Sifontes, will speak on individual 
Sundays about homelessness in Roanoke. 

Fall Festival
October 30 after the Gathering at 6 p.m.

It’s our annual evening of Halloween fun and fellowship. Join us for 
crafts, games, and trunk or treat (with prizes for the best decorated cars.)

Pride Eucharist
October 15, 4 p.m. | Reception in the Parish Hall, 5 p.m.

“Beloved, let us love one another because love is of God.” -1 John 4:7. 
Come join in a joyous celebration of the Holy Eucharist and God’s 
love for all God’s children. All are welcome! Rainbow reception to 
follow.
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Clockwise from Above on Page 6: Celebration Sunday event on September 
11; Choir Kick-Off dinner on August 31; Daphne learned about Jesus calming 
the storm and made her own little pillow to rest her head on; Historical Marker 
dedication at site of Thomas Smith’s lynching on September 21; Service Sunday 
sandwich build for RAM House on September 25; Pre-Youth Group minigolf 
outing on September 18.
Clockwise from Above on Page 7: Acolyte training on September 18; the 
first session St. John’s Needlepoint Journey Group; El Camino adult education 
class on September 11; Walking the Faith Journey group. 

Connecting
in September
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Vestry Nominations

The Vestry is the lay leadership and decision-making body of St. John’s and oversees the budget and maintenance of our facilities.  Vestry 
members are elected by the congregation to represent the parish. Five individuals are elected annually at the annual parish meeting to 
serve a three-year term. The Vestry meets monthly and is rarely required to have special meetings.

   This important body is your representation and the direct link to clergy. A fully functional Vestry requires insight, thoughtful reflection and 
an open mind. Please consider nominating individuals or yourself to fulfill this requirement. Recommendations can be directed to me as Senior 
Warden, either in writing or by e-mail. The Nominating Committee will review applications and select an appropriate number to run for elec-
tion. Biographies of the candidates will be published in November with election at the December annual meeting.

Canonical eligibility requirements for Vestry members:
Adult confirmed communicant
Regular attendance at worship in the year preceding election
Financial support of the parish through an annual pledge

Thank you, and trusting in your thoughtful discernment. Please submit as follows:

John R. Wood, Senior Warden
C/O St. John’s Episcopal Church
P. O. Box 257 
Roanoke, VA 24002

Email: jrwood4oph@cox.net
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Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 a.m.  Formation for Adults

9:45 a.m. Children’s Church and Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

5:00 p.m. The Gathering Eucharist

6:00 p.m. Sunday Suppers

6:30 p.m. Youth Group, Formation for Adults

Childcare Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Sign up to receive e-communications, which includes a weekly e-mail with links to Holy Eucharist and the accompanying worship bulletin. Visit 
the St. John’s web site and subscribe in the box in the lower right corner, or contact Evan Hines at ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org. Subscribe to St. 
John’s YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXuUqtib268ZbSGBtlpMlsQ

People in the Parish
Deaths
James A White, on September 6, 2022 in Roanoke, Va.
Gertrude H. Hunter (Trudy), wife of Gordon S. Hunter, on September 9, 2022 in Acworth, Ga.
Baptisms, September 11
Adelaide Jane Linkous, daughter of Victoria and Marc Linkous, granddaughter of Stace and David Todd.
Bramley Nell Haynes, daughter of Virginia and Joseph Haynes, sister of Lawson Haynes, granddaughter of Mary and Bill Gust. 

All Saints’ Memorial Azaleas
If you wish to give an All Saints’ Sunday white azalea for a memorial, please complete the 
form below and mail it to the parish office to the attention of Deb Neff. Checks should 
be made payable to St. John’s Episcopal Church in the amount of $25 for each azalea.  
The last date that we can accept forms is October 26 in order for names to be published in the 
November 6 leaflet.  

In memory of (PLEASE PRINT): ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

In thanksgiving for (PLEASE PRINT): __________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Given by: _________________________________________________________


