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By the Rev. David Olson

That’s better,” I thought to myself as I straightened up and 
looked around at the work I had been doing. I had just fin-
ished cutting up a large tree branch that had fallen across 

the trail behind my house, and I had repaired the ground around 
the fallen branch where people had been walking and mountain 
-biking.  
   As I gathered up my tools and began walking home, I thought 
about how even though it takes some of my time and energy to care 
for the trails around my home and around Roanoke, I do it with a 
happy heart. That’s because, well, the trails are important to me.  As 
someone who uses them often, I feel a desire and a responsibility to 
help take care of them.
   There is a word for taking care of the things in our lives that are 
important to us, and that word is stewardship. 
   In the Bible, stewards were caretakers who were put in charge of 
watching over the property of an owner. It was their responsibility 
to see to it that everything under their charge was taken care of in 
the way the owner wanted. It was an important job, one that carried 
a lot of honor and respect, and one a good steward took seriously.  
   As people of faith, we are stewards too. The world and all that is in 
it belong to God. We have been temporarily entrusted with God’s 
world. We are the caretakers of all that God has blessed us with. 
   When we put our energy, our time, and our resources into caring 
for what is important to us, then we are doing stewardship.
For me stewardship extends to different parts of my life.  Certainly, 
my family is important to me. I spend energy, time, and resources 
caring for them and helping them. My church is important to me. 
So, likewise, I spend my energy, time, and resources caring for St. 
John’s. I do this through service, being with others, and making a 
financial pledge which is a tangible sign of my commitment to St. 
John’s. 
   And of course, the Earth itself is important to me. Care for God’s 
creation is an essential part of what we are called to do as God’s 
people. Whether that means repairing trails in my back yard to help 
stop erosion or recycling and trying to use less single-use items, 
or participating in the St. John’s reusable bag initiative (read more 
about this on page 6), I look for ways to care for the beautiful natu-
ral habitat God has created and entrusted to our care.  

Good Stewards, God’s World

   I can’t claim I get any of this right every single time.  I could always do 
more.  But stewardship is about doing the best we can to care for what’s im-
portant to us and what has been given to us. God sees our efforts as good. 
At a recent Gathering service, which is back in full swing on Sundays at 
5:00 p.m., I read aloud the words of the liturgy of the table. These are the 
words the priest and congregation say before we receive Holy Communion. 
I read, “Lord Jesus Christ, present with us now…breathe your Spirit upon 
us and upon this bread and wine…. that we may be your body on earth, 
loving and caring for the world.” May each one of us be good stewards, lov-
ing and caring for God’s world. 

“

Two of David’s three children enjoy God’s creation on a family hike.
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A Look Back: The Episcopal Church 
in Botetourt County, Virginia

By Lynsey Crantz Allie

As the museum manager for the Historical Society of Western Virginia and the executive director for Botetourt County Historical Soci-
ety & Museum, I have the great privilege to encounter diaries, letters, and other ephemera about our local history. Recently, I’ve come 
across some items that have to do with both Botetourt County, Virginia, and the Episcopal Church.

   Botetourt County was formed in 1770 from Augusta County. The original Botetourt County stretched to what would become Chicago and 
down towards the Mississippi. This mega-county didn’t last too long. By 1772 other states and counties were carved out of the original Botetourt.  
   Last year marked the 250th anniversary of both Botetourt’s founding and the founding of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in the county seat of 
Fincastle. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church was the original Church of England church in the area. Many parishioners left the church during the 
lead- up to the Revolutionary War. Nobody wanted any part of anything English. The church, consequently, lost its original building. Eventually 
St. Mark’s purchased land and built another building in 1837. The building still stands, and its congregation is active today.  
   One of the early, and very prominent, Botetourt families was the Breckinridge family.   In the 1800s, the family lived at their estate, Grove Hill, 
which is no longer standing. Lucy Breckinridge kept a diary during the early years of the Civil War while living at Grove Hill as a teenager and 
into adulthood.  One of her earliest entries, from August 11, 1862, discusses attending the local Episcopal Church and proves to be a very blunt 
review of the rector, the Rev. William McGuire.
   “We went to the Episcopal Church yesterday expecting to hear a poor sermon from Mr. McGuire, and were delightfully surprised when our 
old tutor, Mr. F. Martin, walked into the pulpit – not that he is a very interesting preacher, au contraire, but anything is better than Mr. McGuire. 
We are not satisfied with Mr. McGuire. He is not an Episcopalian at all. Yesterday, he administered communion and left out all of the morning 
service. Mr. Martin remonstrated with him about it, but his excuse was that the service was so long that the Presbyterians and Methodists get 
tired. I wish he would read the service and omit his sermon.”  1

The Botetourt County 
Historical Society & Museum

Take a trip to Fincastle, about a half-hour’s 
drive north from Roanoke, to visit the Bote-
tourt County Historical Society & Museum. 
It is located at 3 West Main Street in Fincastle, 
behind the Botetourt County Courthouse. Its 
hours are Monday through Saturday 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. and Sunday, 2 p.m.-4 p.m. E-mail Lyn-
sey Allie lallie@botetourtva.gov beforehand 
with any questions or comments. Don’t for-
get to stop by St. Mark’s Episcopal Church at 
111 S. Roanoke Street and walk through the 
historic town streets. 

Continued on Page 3 . . .



No. 10 • October 2021 • The Record | 3

Botetourt from Pages 2 . . .

   Yikes. But Lucy is not about to let Mr. McGuire off the hook just yet and finishes off with, “I need to scarcely tell you that he is killing out the 
church here completely – poor man, he has broken up every congregation he ever had anything to do with.”  Lucy’s journal is full of similar 
thoughts, both humorous and serious.  It’s been speculated that Lucy would have been a fierce feminist had she been born in a different role or 
time with her witty and insightful observations.  Lucy apparently had plans to destroy her journal shortly after she married Thomas Jefferson 
Bassett, but thankfully she didn’t and today we have this rare glimpse into the life of a young Botetourt woman in a time of great change through-
out the States.  Tragically, Lucy died at the age of 22 from typhoid fever in June 1865. 
   Another, much more benevolent source touches on the baptism of Lucy Gilmer, who lived in Fincastle.  In a letter dated June 18, 1844, from 
Jane Preston at Smithfield (whose family also owned Greenfield in Daleville), Jane tells of Lucy’s recent baptism and writes, “…but now the 
Lord’s name be praised. He has conquered and she is brought into the fold; she was baptized and confirmed by Bishop Mead[e] during his visita-
tion…”  The remainder of the letter goes on to discuss a poor wheat crop and the weather – typical topics of discussion in many letters written at 
the time.  Meade was known for making treks into remote areas of the Commonwealth during his tours as bishop. His records recall preaching 
in Fincastle, Bedford, and Salem – a far cry from the large cities of Richmond or Alexandria.  In 1829, Meade would visit what would become 
known as “the Brick Church” in Roanoke County – a precursor to what would become St. John’s. 2 

   As an archivist, I enjoyed looking back at these two sources to learn a bit about the history of our denomination in this area. There is so much 
more to discover when you look back through the past and I hope that if you’re ever near a museum or historical society, you’ll stop by and sup-
port the important work that we do to preserve history for future generations. 

Lynsey Crantz Allie is a member of St. John’s and active in Women at the Well. She has a Bachelor’s degree in history from Roanoke College and a 
Master’s in Archival Studies from Clayton State University. In 2019 she was awarded a scholarship to participate in a course on the repair and resto-
ration of historic books. She is also on the Board of Directors for Kimoyo, Ltd., and Roanoke Valley Preservation Foundation. 

Sources:
1. Breckinridge, Lucy Gilmer, and Mary D. Robertson. Lucy Breckinridge of Grove Hill: the Journal of a Virginia Girl, 1862-1864. Kent, OH: Kent University Press, 
1979. Page 18-19.

2. White, Clare. St. John’s Episcopal Church, Roanoke, Virginia. St. John’s Episcopal Church, 1992. Page 2.

The Historical Society 
of Western Virginia

The Historical Society of Western Vir-
ginia is headquartered in the historic 
N&W Passenger Station and is the par-
ent organization for both the O. Win-
ston Link and History Museum of West-
ern Virginia. Email Lynsey Allie info@
vahistorymuseum.org with questions or 
comments about HSWV.



By Jennifer Leigh

Women understand. We may share experiences, make 
jokes, paint pictures, and describe humiliations that 
mean nothing to men, but women understand. The 

odd thing about these deep and personal connections of women 
is that they often ignore barriers of age, economics, worldly ex-
perience, race, culture — all the barriers that, in male or mixed 
society, had seemed so difficult to cross.” — Gloria Steinem
   The idea was born at the St. John’s Women’s Retreat in 2018. 
Women gathering together for reflection, prayer, companionship, 
and frankly, just getting to know each other better.  Why are we 
only seeing each other in this relaxed atmosphere once a year?  
Why not build on these connections all year?  Hey, and while we 
are at it, why not do something good for other women?
   The name Women at the Well comes from the story in the Gos-
pel of John where Jesus meets a Samaritan woman at a well and 
offers her “living water.” The group was created out of a desire to 
get to know other women in our community—not just the St. 
John’s community, but our larger Roanoke Valley Community—
and develop stronger ties with each other while raising funds for 
charities that support women and children in our area.
   And the women in our community are responding as we had 
hoped.  
   Rebecca Scales, a participant, shared her thoughts with us re-
cently: "Women at the Well came into my life at just the right 
moment.  I was new to the area and really wanted to make mean-
ingful connections with other women.  WATW is a place where 
women of all ages and different walks of life come together to 
share good conversation, good food, and good wine.  I take great 
pleasure in getting to know someone new every week. We also 
get to do a little good in the community by making a small dona-
tion to a cause that supports women and children.  The ability 
to fellowship with other women who are happy to see you every 
time we meet is so important.  I have felt loved and supported in 
every aspect of my life and I am supremely grateful for all of the 
Women at the Well!" 
   Judy McKeon, another participant, also shared her thoughts: 
“There are three issues that are important to me about our Wom-
en at the Well group.  The opportunity to meet new friends is first 
for me, and the intergenerational community is also important.  
Hearing issues and concerns that involve others in our group ex-
pands our environment.  I'm also happy to be a part of our out-

Women’s Friendships 
Flourishing at 
Women at the Well

“

reach commitment to support women's issues in our community.”
   For me personally, I’ve found the simple joy in the companionship of other 
women while developing new friendships.  I also look forward to meeting 
new women each month, learning about them, and finding sometimes un-
canny parallels in our journeys.  
   We gather monthly and share a potluck meal.  This year we are meeting 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6pm.  This fall we will be meeting in the 
garden for as long as weather permits.  For those who can, a donation in the 
amount one might have spent on dining out is placed in our well.  
   Being women, we also understand that sometimes life gets too busy to 
bring a meal and we encourage attendance anyway.  We’ve all been in that 
position at one time or another and there is always plenty of food. Some-
times, those crazy days are when we most need each other’s companionship.
   In October, we will take suggestions from our participants about local 
charities doing good work for women and children.  Our leadership team 
will vet the charities, and then at the November meeting we will vote on the 
qualified charities to determine how we’ll distribute the funds collected.  
   Since 2018, we’ve supported St. John’s Crossroads Fund (emergency relief), 
House of Bread (helping formerly incarcerated women begin anew), SARA 
(a sexual assault response and awareness group), and Virginia Western Rap-
id Response Student Emergency Fund (addressing financial hardship that 
threatens a student’s ability to complete coursework).   2020 was a difficult 
year, of course, but we still managed a donation at the end of the year to Kids 
Soar (a local after-school literacy program of the United Methodist Church).  
   Our next meeting is October 12th at 6pm. We hope to see you there—and 
feel free to bring a friend. As participant Barbara Johnson shared of WATW, 
“It’s a simple but powerful combination, fellowship and helping others.” Be 
part of both.
   Contact Jennifer Leigh, the4leighs@gmail.com, with any questions. 4 | The Record • October 2021 • No. 10



Altar Flower Notice
If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar on October 24 or 
31, please contact Kristi Brown in the parish office at 343-9341.

St. John’s Happenings

Blessing of the Animals
October 3, 3:30 p.m., St. John’s Garden

Bring your pets of all kinds at 3:30 p.m. for a blessing, then come back 
for the Gathering Eucharist at 5 p.m.

St. John’s Book Club
First Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. in the conference room

October 7: Last Train to Paradise by Les Standiford
November 4: The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett
December 2: The Son of Laughter by Frederick Buechner

Women at the Well
October 12, November 9, December 14, 6-7:30 p.m.

Women at the Well has returned to the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  
Please join us in the garden at 6 p.m. for potluck and fellowship.  We 
look forward to gathering for conversation with food and drink.  If 
interested in childcare, please contact the parish office at 343-9341.

Youth Ministry
Crop Walk: Help Fight to End Hunger
October 10, 8 a.m.
We’re participating in the 2021 CROP Hunger Walk on October 10th 
to support CWS and help families who are struggling with hunger. 
We’re asking you to join us for the first of our Service Sundays - with 
your steps and your donations - to provide more meals for the grow-
ing number of people in our community who need them, and greater 
food security in communities around the world. Please donate and/or 
register to walk today! Visit bit.ly/SJEC-CROPWalk2021 (case sensi-
tive).

Music on the Corner
Literary Giants
October 8, 2021, 6 p.m.
Danielle Talamantes, soprano, Kerry Wilkerson, bass-baritone, 
Henry Dehlinger, pianist/composer

Danielle, Kerry, and Henry are thrilled to present an eclectic program 
of vocal selections featuring original compositions written especially 
for their voices as well as cherished gems of the art song canon. Mu-
sic is set to literary giants including Dante Alighieri, T.S. Eliot, Maya 
Angelou, Edgar Allan Poe, James Joyce, Langston Hughes, and more! 

Annual All Saints Memorial Concert: “And I Saw a New Heaven”
November 5, 2021, 6 p.m.
St. John’s Choir and Virginia Tech Chamber Singers
Dwight Bigler, guest conductor
Roanoke Chamber Brass

The St. John’s Choir is joined by members of the Virginia Tech 
Chamber Singers and the Roanoke Chamber Brass to offer a variety of 
music which celebrates the saints in our lives, past and present. 

Adult Education
History of Desegregating the Diocese of SW Virginia
Sunday Mornings, October 3-17 at 9
Led by the Rev. Roy Pollina, author of Justified by Her Children: Small 
Deeds of Courage Confronting a Tradition of Racism, the Rev. Dr. Nina 
Salmon, the Rt. Rev. Mark A. Bourlakas, and the Rev. Marisa Sifontes.

Revelation: Apocalypse, Victory, and the Message of Hope
Sunday Mornings, October 24 - November 7 at 9
Join the St. John’s clergy for this three-week study of the central 
themes of one of the most interesting and also misunderstood books 
in the Bible—the Book of Revelation. 

Red Cross Blood Drive
Wednesday, October 6, 12-6 p.m. in the parish hall

Contact Bill Cleveland at billcornog@gmail.com or 540-312-3326
to schedule an appointment.
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Caring for God’s Creation
By Christine Mortlock

In early September, ahead of the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Par-
ties (COP26) in Glasgow, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, and Pope Francis wrote a joint letter addressing climate change. The 

three are leaders of the Anglican Communion (which the Episcopal Church is a part 
of), the Eastern Orthodox Church, and Catholic Church respectively. They wrote, “All 
of us—whoever and wherever we are—can play a part in changing our collective re-
sponse to the unprecedented threat of climate change and environmental degradation. 
Caring for God’s creation is a spiritual commission requiring a response of commit-
ment. This is a critical moment. Our children’s future and the future of our common 
home depend on it.” 
   St. John’s, inspired by the words of these three Christian leaders, is taking concrete 
steps to address climate change. How so? Starting in November, we will make available 
free of charge reusable totes with our St. John’s logo for you to take and use. Most plastic 
bags are created with polyethylene, manufactured from natural gas and crude oil refin-
ing. The use of non-renewable fossil fuels contributes to climate change.
   Our St. John’s reusable tote bags will be in the narthex for you to pick up. Use these at 
the store rather than using plastic bags. These bags come to you just in time. On Janu-
ary 1, 2022, by law customers in Roanoke City will be charged 5 cents per plastic bag 
used at a grocery store, convenience store, or drugstore. Save those 5 cents and care for 
the environment and use one of our St. John’s bags instead. You can join the movement 
of green apostles.

Green Apostles Across 
the Church
The Episcopal Church has a Creation Care Minis-
try. Find more information about the ministry at 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/cre-
ation-care/  Find formation resources, links to part-
ner organizations, liturgical resources, and register 
for their monthly newsletter.

The Anglican Communion has the Anglican Com-
munion Environmental Network. https://acen.an-
glicancommunion.org/ Sign up for their monthly 
newsletter, follow their Twitter account (@Green-
Anglicans), read reports on climate change and 
policy, and more.
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St. John’s in September

Clockwise from Below: Anne Logan Bass and Eliza-
beth Scaggs teach Jeremiah and Theo about prayer. Eric 
leads a class on Life Together for adult education. Eliza 
and Cheston participate in Sunday School. The Youth 
Group has a discussion about group values in the garden.

All Saints’ Memorial Mums
If you wish to give an All Saints’ Sunday mum for a memorial, please complete the form below and mail it to the parish office to the attention 
of Deb Neff. Checks should be made payable to St. John’s Episcopal Church in the amount of $20 for each mum.  The last date that we can accept 
forms is October 15 in order for names to be published in the November 3 leaflet.  

In memory of (PLEASE PRINT): ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

In thanksgiving for (PLEASE PRINT): __________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Given by: _________________________________________________________
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Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 a.m.  Formation for Youth and Adults

9:45 a.m. Children’s Chapel and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

5:00 p.m. The Gathering Eucharist

6:30 p.m. Youth Group (Start date TBD)
Formation for Adults (Starts November 7)

Childcare Center open for 9 a.m. education and 
10 a.m. worship (ages 0 through 4 y.o.). 
Registration required.

Sign up to receive e-communications, which includes a weekly e-mail with links to Holy Eucharist and the accompanying worship bulletin. Visit 
the St. John’s web site and subscribe in the box in the lower right corner or contact Evan Hines at ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org. Subscribe to St. 
John’s YouTube. 

People in the Parish
Deaths
Barbara Woodson, on September 15, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.
Tim Baldwin, husband of Edith Baldwin, on September 8, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.

Transfer In
Belinda Clemens, from St. Luke’s Episcopal, Denver, Co., on August 25, 2021. 

The people . . . found grace in the wilderness.  Jeremiah 31:2

A list of seven vestry nominees was presented on September 20, 2021, for the coming year 
to fill 5 spaces that will open after December 2021. We will publish their biographies and 
photos in the November Record. Please mark your calendar to attend our annual meeting 
on December 5 to vote among these nominees. Thank you to the nominating committee 
and to our nominees for their service and dedication to St. John’s!

2022 Vestry Slate for Class of 2024

Alison Blanton, Joe Bounds, Matt Emerson, Jacob Jackson,
 Kathleen Jackson, Tom Schroeder, Clair Spencer

2022 Vestry Slate for the Class of 2024


