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RecordTHE

By Carolyn H’Doubler

Once upon a time in the heart of Roanoke, nestled in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains of southwest Virginia, a faithful communi-
ty built a lovely Episcopal church of blue-gray limestone on 

the corner of Jefferson and Elm. For over 125 years, St. John’s has stood 
as a beacon of hope through many perilous storms including the Great 
Depression, the Spanish Flu, wars and international conflicts, racial 
injustice, 9/11, and multiple other personal, local, national, and world-
wide struggles. So when the people of St. John’s sang “Ain’t No Moun-
tain High Enough” in January 2020, (https://youtu.be/FPAYrjCXxZw) 
they were full of faith and optimism that the congregation would rise 
up and contribute to the Cornerstone of Faith campaign to secure the 
future of our church for generations to come. In retrospect, it was not 
an ideal time to begin a campaign, but nobody knew we were on the 

verge of another global pandemic, which would be a uniquely chal-
lenging storm to navigate.
   Fast forward to the present: November 2021. Where do we find our-
selves in the midst of this Dickensian story? Are we in the best of times 
or the worst of times? Are we in the age of wisdom or the age of fool-
ishness? Are we in the season of Darkness or the season of Light?
   Realistically, the answer may be “all of the above.” But the Light always 
wins. Even the smallest amount of faith, together with God’s almighty 
power, makes all things possible. Once again, the St. John’s community 
has stepped up in faith and responded with generosity. Currently, the 
Cornerstone of Faith: Foundation for the Future campaign has pledges 
and gifts totaling $2,829,720.65!
   Perhaps through divine intervention or just good fortune, the people 
of St. John’s were prescient to begin a campaign right before the storm 
hit. Even when the church doors had to physically close for safety rea-

Cornerstone of Faith: Foundation for the Future

“Christ alone, Cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Saviour’s love 

Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all” 
-verse from “Cornerstone” by Hillsong Worship

Continued on Page 2 . . .

Parishioners of St. John’s singing “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” in Jan. 2020.

 The Cornerstone of 
Faith: Foundation for 
the Future campaign 
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totaling $2,829,720.65!
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sons, a new video system for live streaming Sunday services was pur-
chased using funds recently given to the campaign. Even now that the 
church has reopened for in-person services, parishioners can watch 
from home or elsewhere if they are unable to attend for any reason.
   Additionally, thanks to the faithful work of the Property Committee, 
the following improvements have already been made using the Cor-
nerstone of Faith campaign funds: (1) The HVAC roofing units serv-
ing the Parish Hall, Activity Room, and the Gathering Area have been 
replaced. (2) Exterior security lighting has been installed outside the 
parish hall. (3) The Bell Tower leak has been repaired, and the gutter 
has been replaced. (4) The slate roof, building stone and precast, walks, 
and brick patio have been cleaned. (5) The paving and restriping of 
the parking lot at the corner of Jefferson St. and Elm Ave. has been 
completed, the bank above the wall was cleaned, and a new black iron 
fence and plantings were installed. (6) The paving in the corner of the 
dance studio lot was repaired. Many more projects are anticipated in 
the future, as things begin to return to normal.
   The official closing date of the Cornerstone of Faith: Foundation for 
the Future campaign will be December 31, 2021. For those of you who 
have not contributed yet, please prayerfully consider helping the 
campaign reach $3 million by making a pledge, payable over five 
years, before the end of the year. No amount is too large or too small. 
With God’s help and the faithful response of all our parishioners, the 
campaign can reach $3 million in pledges by the end of the year. Visit 
stjohnscornerstone.org for more information or simply log on to the 
church website and follow the prompts. 
   Over the next 8-10 years, additional bequests and gifts to the par-
ish will further strengthen our property reserve account so that future 
generations will not be faced with choosing maintenance over minis-
try.
   The campaign steering committee will give a final report at the An-
nual Parish Meeting on December 5, 2021. Then, as soon as possible in 
2022, we’ll have a parish-wide celebration to express our gratitude for 
the success of this campaign during unprecedented times. Disney may 
do a better job of writing happy endings than Charles Dickens, but we 
feel confident that the future of St. John’s will be secure for generations 
to come, ‘Cause baby, there ain’t no mountain high enough.

Cornerstone from Cover . . .

Exterior security lighting has been installed outside the parish hall. 

John Jackson operating the YouTube live-streaming hardware.

Parishioners sing and dance to “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough.”

With God’s help and the faithful 
response of all our parishioners, 
the campaign can reach $3 million 
in pledges by the end of the year. 
Visit stjohnscornerstone.org for 
more information or simply log on 
to the church website and follow 
the prompts. 
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The Cornerstone of Faith: Foundation of Faith campaign committee would like to 
express our deepest gratitude to the following donors.  Please contact Deb Neff in the 
parish office to report any corrections to this listing.

Whitney and Brad Aldridge
Jonathan Apgar
Martha and Terry Apple
Virginia Ashton and Robert Vernon
Anne and James Bass
Margaret and Luthur Beazley
Sarah and Carl Beck
Faye Becker
Rachel and Steve Blanks
Cathy and Al Bloch
Jane Bondurant
Joseph Bounds
Julie and Ab Boxley
Mary Clark and Chris Boylan
Matilda and John Bradshaw
Evelyn and Lucien Brailsford
Trudy and Robert Brailsford
Carolyn Breeman
Pat Burns
Douglas and Gilbert Butler
Nancy and Bob Canova
Lisa and Bill Cargill
Kathy and George Clemo
Leslie and Bill Cleveland
Raymond Cobb
Mary and William Coles, IV
Cal de Coligny
Elizabeth Chilton and Bryan Collier
Pam and Preston Collins
Julie and James Comer
Susan and Bob Copty
Jane and Deke Coulter
Sally and Sam Craver, III
Martha and Grimes Creasy
Cathy and Sherman Creekmore
Cecelia and Scott Crow
Julie and John Danstrom
Jeanie and Sam Darby, Jr.
Gates DeHart
Stephanie Deluca
Barbara G. Dickinson
Barbara M. Dickinson
Frances Douthat
Kelly and John Douthat
Chrissy and Andy Douthat, IV
Renee and Wade Dunford
Donna and Denny Early
Kelly and Russ Ellis
Rita Evans
Whitney and Mark Feldmann
Betty and Bob Field
Jenny and Richard Fife
Thomas Fisher, III
Doreen Fishwick
Kathryn McCathern and Norman Foggin 
Julie and Randy Forehand
Louise Forsyth
Karen and William Fralin
W. Heywood Fralin

Kelly and Jim Fulghum
Linda and Rich Garbee
Laura and Ben Garden
Jan and Rand Garrett
Ann Garst
Eva and Gray Goldsmith
Penny Gooch
Margaret Grayson
Mary Field Green
Sarah Gregory
Tammy and Lucian Grove
Anne and Hugh Hagan, III
Lilian Hagan
Laura and Jim Hale
Cheri and David Hartman
Carolyn and Bill H’Doubler
Harrison Hagan and  John F. Heil
Judy Herrin
Sarah and Lindsay Hickam
Helen and David Hill
Hetty and Gunther Hoyt
Bunny and Stebbins Hubard
David Hurley
Kayley and Kyle Inman
Paula and Jay Irons
Christy Izard
Kathleen and John Jackson
Ginny and Shields Jarrett
Tracy and Paul Jenkins
Barbara and Boyd Johnson
Janet and Jim Johnson
May Justice
Nancy and Dan Karnes
Jane Kelly
Kay and Jim Kelly
Betty Lou Kienle
Shirley and Billy Kingery
Gwen and Chuck Knowlton
Gail and Mill Lambert, Jr.
Deb and Ken Landgraf
Jennifer and Mike Leigh
Libba and Philip Lemon
Margaret and David Lemon
Mary Jean and John Levin
Rachel and Uri Levine
Julie and John Light
Tom Lloyd
Parke and Jim Loesel
Shelley and Eric Long
Jo and Brian Loop
Glovie and Dick Lynn
Mary and Cooper Mackin
Margy Mastin
Deborah and Tom McDonald
Judith and Tom McKeon
Suzan and John Merten
Noelle and Tom Milam
Forrest and Chris Moore
Sally Moulse

Polly Moynihan
Joan and Jim Niederlehner
Barbara Pace
Patti and Charlie Palmer
Sarah Belle and John Parrott, II
Anne Parrott
Martha and John Parrott, Jr.
Helen and Charles Patterson Foundation
Kitty Pendleton
Rebecca Perdue
Charlotte and Bittle Porterfield, III
Kathleen and Brad Price
Crystal and John Priddy
Tyler Pugh
Ellen and Wharton Ramsey
Judy and John Repass
Ginny and Lea Riddle
Amy Rockhill
Katrina Ross
Pam and Dale Rucker
Emily E. Saul
Beth and Richard Sayers
Carol Schroeder
Jenni and Tom Schroeder
Scott Shackelford
Martha and Jim Shirky
Betty Jane and Lee Sigmon
Michael Smith
Elaine and Bill Stephenson
Jean and John Summerbell
Martha and Nelson Teague
Nicole and Gregory Terrill
Barkley and Jill Thompson
Anne Tiffany
Stace and David Todd
Katharine-Leigh Traub
Lana and David Tucker
Carol Twilley
Mary Utt
Lauren and Jeremiah Walker
Daniel Summerlin and Laura Whitlow 
John Whittle
Rebecca and Max Wiegard
Lainy and Lee Wilhelm, III
Christie Wills
June Wilson
Danielle and Michael Wise
Ann Marie and Reggie Wood
Tina and John Wood
Sandra Woodford
Lee Woody

Cornerstone
of Faith
F o u n d a t i o n 

f o r  t h e  F u t u r e



2022 Vestry Candidates
Our annual meeting takes place on December 5 in the Sunday morning formation hour, 9 a.m. Please make plans to be 
with us on that day and vote for our new Vestry members for 2022. 

Alison Blanton
   A native of Texas and lifelong Episcopalian, I first moved to Virginia to attend UVa in 
1980. Although I returned to graduate from the University of Texas, I came back to UVa 
to earn a master’s degree in Architectural History & Historic Preservation. After living in 
Washington, DC, Fredericksburg, Richmond and Williamsburg, Andy and I  moved to  
Roanoke in 1993 and began attending St. John’s Episcopal Church with our three children 
– Michael (32), Natalie (31) and Emily (28).
   Through the many years and places I have lived, the church has always been a part of 
my life. Since joining St. John’s, I have been involved on many levels, including Sunday 
School,  Youth Group, Ushers, Vacation Bible School, Outreach, Rector’s Search Commit-
tee, Women’s Retreat, and one term on Vestry (I try to never say “no” to the Church!). You 
probably know me best for helping out in the kitchen – where there is such great fellow-
ship  that goes into the food we prepare! I believe strongly in the power of relationships to 
share God’s love with one another and am so thankful for the many friends (both old and 
new) I have made at St. John’s. Meeting David & Helen Hill at a church dinner actually led 
to a wonderful, 27-year career of working at Hill Studio. As you may be aware, I am losing 
my eyesight, so please forgive me if I don’t always recognize you! 

Joe Bounds
   Upon graduation from law school, my wife, infant child, and I returned to Roanoke and 
began attending St. John’s shortly thereafter.
   Moving forward some fifty years and reflecting back, two additional children were add-
ed, all of whom attended St. John’s with their parents.  
   A successful law practice grew over a span of twenty-five years, I was appointed to the 
judiciary and served for twenty years.  I’m not semiretired, but assisting the courts when 
requested. I had the honor of serving on the Vestry under Clay Turner and look forward 
to serving another term at St. John’s. Thank you for your consideration.

Matt Emerson
   Five years ago, I moved with my wife, Carley, and our two young children to Roanoke 
from Annapolis and soon found the welcoming community of St. John’s.  We have since 
enjoyed the many family activities and consider St. John’s our church home.
   I am a lifelong member of the Episcopal Church and have served at St. John’s as a chil-
dren’s Sunday School teacher, usher, and active member of the Men’s Group.  My profes-
sional experience is in strategic planning at Carilion Clinic and understanding changes 
in projections to inform executive decision making.  Serving as a Vestry member is an 
opportunity to give my experience to the church leadership team and assist in navigating 
the current challenges.
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Jacob Jackson
   My first time at St. John’s was in the fall of 2009, shortly after the unexpected passing 
of my father.  I was searching for a church home where I could be myself and a safe place 
to heal.  The first person that spoke to me was David Charles, who found me staring at 
the big stained-glass window in the front of the church.  It was my first time inside the 
church, and I was in awe!  In typical David Charles fashion, he promptly invited me to 
join the choir after learning that I enjoyed music.  I quickly came to know the choir as 
my extended family.  A few years later in 2011, I met my partner Wes at a choir Christ-
mas party.  A few years after that in 2014, we both officially transferred into St. John’s.  
Since then, I have served on the Choir Cabinet and participated in many “Music on The 
Corner” events.  
   My professional experience is in technology.  I worked in higher education for over 
18 years, most recently at Roanoke College as one of the IT directors who managed the 
operating budget, finance, purchasing, and several technical areas.  In April of this year, 
I decided to make a change, ultimately leaving higher education for the corporate world.  
I now work from home as an “Accounts Payable Solutions Consultant” for Hyland Soft-
ware, located in Westlake, Ohio. I also run a small technology consulting business that I 
operate in the evenings to help folks with their personal tech. 
   The friendships and support I have gained from my choir family and the church is 
immeasurable. I am grateful for the opportunity to serve on the vestry, where I hope to 
learn more about how the church operates, support the mission of the church, and help 
propel St. John’s into the future.  

Kathleen Jackson
   My husband John and I made St. John’s our church home not long after moving to 
Roanoke and have been members since 2005.  In the years since, I have had the plea-
sure of being involved in and serving many areas of our church’s activities and outreach, 
including the Celebration Arts Committee, serving on the Community Youth Program 
Board of Directors, teaching Sunday School, participating in Foyer Groups and Women 
at the Well, and serving as a greeter.  Professionally I am the Chief Financial Officer for 
Roanoke City Public Schools, where I have worked in various capacities within the Fis-
cal Services Department for over 15 years.  I have a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology 
from The College of William and Mary and a Master of Business Administration degree 
from Virginia Tech.  Our two children, Jacob and Kaitlin, were baptized at St. John’s 
and after a pandemic-caused postponement, Jacob was recently confirmed.  I have seen 
their faith truly being formed through the many offerings for children and families at St. 
John’s, and I look forward to the continued enrichment that St. John’s brings to all of our 
lives both in the pews and out.

Tom Schroeder
   I was baptized at St. John’s in 1969 and confirmed in 1983. Jenni and I were married at 
St. John’s in 2000. Both of our sons, Ben and Drew, were baptized and confirmed here as 
well. My mom moved to Roanoke when she was three, and my grandparents chose St. 
John’s shortly after. Therefore, finding a church was done for me by my family long ago. 
I am grateful to be a part of this community that continues to teach me what it means to 
be a part of the body of Christ. I would welcome the opportunity to serve our church as 
a member of the Vestry.
   My current involvement at St. John’s: Scout Leader, Property Committee, Endowment 
Committee, President, Elm Manor Homes Inc., and Usher.
   Past involvement: Vestry member, Treasurer, Junior Warden, Property Committee 
Chair, Garden Renovation Committee, Discernment Committees, Delegate to Council, 
Children’s Sunday School Teacher, Welcoming Committee, Worship Committee, Assis-
tant Scoutmaster, Cubmaster and Youth Club Leader.
   Professionally, I am President of Schroeder Optical, where I have worked since graduat-
ing from Hampden -Sydney in 1991. 

Clair Spencer
   Maybe you have seen me in the choir at the 10:00 a.m. service.  Because of my short 
stature, I am usually placed on the congregation side.  To my surprise, I am frequently 
showing up on the YouTube videos. I have been an Episcopalian all my life, starting in 
Winston-Salem, then moving to Danville when I was 10.  I joined Saint John’s in 1990, 
after I moved to Roanoke.  At the present time, I am on the choir cabinet and the lead 
teacher for Kimoyo’s after school outreach presentations.  Over the years, I have been an 
usher, a Eucharistic visitor, a Sunday School teacher, captain of a kitchen team, member 
of the Welcoming Committee, a Vacation Bible School teacher or snack coordinator, 
and participant in one of the Kimoyo mission trips.  Being a member of St. John’s has 
enriched my life both spiritually and personally in too many ways to list here.  I would be 
honored to serve on our Vestry.  It would be a chance for me to more fully give back to a 
church that reaches out to our community so effectively.  
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St. John’s Happenings

Women at the Well
November 9, December 14, 6-7:30 p.m.

Women at the Well has returned to the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  
Please join us at 6 p.m. for potluck and fellowship.  We look forward 
to gathering for conversation with food and drink.  If interested in 
childcare, please contact the parish office at 343-9341.

Thanksgiving Day Service
Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at 10:30 a.m. 
While you wait on your turkey, celebrate Thanksgiving with us! 

Bottom Creek Gorge
November 6, 9:30 a.m. at the Bent Mountain Community Center

Fine Wines is hosting a hike in Bottom Creek Gorge on Saturday, November 6th. This preserve is located just over the county line in Montgomery 
County, near Bent Mountain. Meet at 9:30 am in the parking lot of the Bent Mountain Community Center, 10140 Tinsley Ln, Bent Mountain, VA. 
We will then car caravan or carpool to the preserve. Following the hike, consider joining the group for the Harvest Soup & Wine Fest at nearby 
AmRhein’s Winery (see AmRhein’s website for info and ticket purchase). AS ALWAYS, THIS ACTIVITY IS OPEN TO FRIENDS (INCLUDING 
NON PARISHIONERS) WITH A TARGET AUDIENCE AGES 50+. For more information and to RSVP, please call Donna Repa at 540-798-4768 
or e-mail at g_repa@yahoo.com. Please note: there is an underscore after “g” in this email address.

Altar Flower Notice
If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar on November 28, 
please contact Kristi Brown in the parish office at 343-9341.

Giving Thanks

Save the Date: Women’s Retreat
Save the date for the 2022 Women’s Retreat from February 18-20. 
Women will explore faith and share fellowship through conversation,
activities, and meals.

By the Rev. Marisa Sifontes

In this month, sandwiched between the season of Pumpkin 
Spiced Lattes and all things Christmas, I’m finding it hard to 
focus on the fact that it’s November. Maybe it’s a good thing, 

then, that we find ourselves with a self-imposed gratitude break at 
the end of this month. A day on the calendar focused around Giv-
ing Thanks -- you know the one.
   It’s not just a day full of turkey and football, but also a day to re-
flect where we’ve come from and where we’re going. Or reflect on 
those who may no longer be around the table; to speak with love 
to those members of our family who may see the world differently 
than us; or gather with friends who’ve come to take the place of 
family, whether by choice or necessity.
   But what if there was a way to capture that feeling for more than 
just a day? 
   The practice of giving thanks — of gratitude — seems like some-
thing so easy and simple. Yet, I can still use a reminder to practice 
gratitude not just on the fourth Thursday in November but regu-
larly. Imagine how differently our world would be oriented if we 
remembered to give thanks not just in this month or in this season, 
but instead if it was the filter through which we viewed the world.
   In her book Grateful, Diana Butler Bass explains the benefits of 
adopting a posture of gratitude as a default. This is a way of short-

circuiting so much of the spiritual detritus that weighs us down, and 
firmly grounds us in an orientation towards others that speaks to our 
faith. When we express our gratitude, we honor the gifts God has given 
us, and acknowledge the light of God which dwells in one another. 
   It’s not so simple to change our defaults, and it may be easy for us to 
express gratitude in some areas, yet dwell in our own stress and chal-
lenge in others. Much like other habits, this posture can be changed. We 
can learn to reorient ourselves towards gratitude and in doing so, find 
new ways to turn towards each other. Butler Bass explains that we need 
to approach this as an intentional practice, so we can work this muscle 
that we have long let atrophy. Finding and developing daily practices of 
gratitude helps build a stronger foundation along the lines that Christ 
calls us to live.
   Even amid so much uncertainty, there is still much to be grateful for. 
I hope you join me in making space for gratitude not just on November 
25th, but all days around it. Your heart and mind will thank you for it.
   And as for me? This month I give thanks for a congregation who con-
tinues to rise to the occasion when asked to support our collective work 
on the corner of Jefferson and Elm.
   I give thanks to the Saponi and Tutelo on whose ancestral lands Roa-
noke sits.
   And I give thanks for being in community with you.
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St. John’s in 
October

Clockwise from Above: The Fine Wines after their hike on Rattlin Run at 
Carvins Cove; Kids from St. John’s Music Academy with Mr. Mike; Sunday School 
children watching a video on Halloween; The Rev. Roy Pollina with Bishop Light 
after his adult education class; The Fine Wines at their White Top Cycling Excur-
sion in Damascus, Va.
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Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 a.m.  Formation for Adults

9:45 a.m. Children’s Chapel and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

5:00 p.m. The Gathering Eucharist

6:30 p.m. Youth Group 

Childcare Center open for 9 a.m. education and 
10 a.m. worship (ages 0 through 4 y.o.). 
Registration required.

Sign up to receive e-communications, which includes a weekly e-mail with links to Holy Eucharist and the accompanying worship bulletin. Visit 
the St. John’s web site and subscribe in the box in the lower right corner or contact Evan Hines at ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org. Subscribe to St. 
John’s YouTube. 

People in the Parish
Births
Orlando Vincent Matheson, son of Bryan and Whitney Matheson, brother of Finn Matheson, on October 25, 2021.
Harper Bram Gelderblom, son of Kelly Niederlehner and Dirk Gelderblom, brother of Felix, grandson of Jim & Joan Niederlehner, on August 
5, 2021 in Pau, France. 

Baptisms, October 10, 2021
Clara Wyatt Silcox, daughter of Clara and Wyatt Silcox, sister of Jack Silcox, granddaughter of Ben and Kathy Temple.
Lucy Leigh Hazlegrove, daughter of Bridgham and Benjamin Hazlegrove, granddaughter of Sarah Hazlegrove, great-granddaughter of Lucy 
and Wilbur Hazlegrove.

Deaths
Bob Field, on October 29, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.
Cal de Coligny, on October 26, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.
May Justice, on October 8, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.

Transfer In
Travis, Jeni, and Nate Sykes, from St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Cleveland, Tn., on October 13, 2021.

We are so blessed by your commitment to your faith. We look forward to following your 
faith journeys as they continue to grow and change! Congratulations to our new confir-
mands: Sallie Ann Boxley, Brady James Call, Catherine Morrow Cook, Kathryn Flora 
Feldmann, Mary Barbara Hale, Jacob Thomas Jackson, Kira Katherine McGinnis, Ju-
liana King Meidlinger, Caroline Spotswood O’Keeffe, Penelope Parker Roberts, An-
drew Henry Schroeder, Edmond Pendrich Tower.

Congratulations to 
Our New Confirmands!


