
St. John’s Episcopal Church • Phone: 540-343-9341 • Fax: 540-343-6362
 After Hours Emergency: 540-312-9155 • Website: www.stjohnsroanoke.org

 St. John’s Episcopal Church | NOvember 2019 - Volume 73 - No. 11

RecordTHE

Love Heals: Thistle Farms 
and a Narrative of Redemption
I didn’t think I could go one hour without some form of drugs,” says 

63-year-old Dorris Walker-Taylor. Addicted, homeless, and bat-
tered, Dorris was trapped in a life that saw her in and out of jail and 

walking the streets of Nashville selling her body for money. 
   Now, almost ten years sober, Dorris is the director of events at Thistle 
Farms, an organization based in Nashville that serves women survi-
vors of trafficking, prostitution, and addiction. The Rev. Becca Stevens, 
author, priest, founder and president of Thistle Farms, will deliver the 
Dodson Lecture on November 7 at St. John’s. “Thistle Farms taught me I 
am worthy…They loved me back into life,” Dorris shares with joyfulness 
in her voice.
   But for 26 years Dorris was in the choke-hold of addiction. And for 
20 of those 26 years she was homeless.  “No one says when I grow up, 
I am going to be a prostitute,” Dorris recounts. Her early upbringing 
wouldn’t have foreshadowed her later life. She was raised in the small 
town of White House, Tennessee, by parents who were “humble believ-
ers in God.” Yet witnessing her father’s murder when she was 12 sent 
her life into a downward spiral. And decades of painful addiction and 
homelessness followed, leaving her feeling deeply alone and powerless 
to escape the deadening cycles of addiction and incarceration.
   It was a friend from the streets who helped save her life. Dorris had 
assumed this friend was dead---an assumption you have if you live on 
the streets and someone’s disappeared. Back in jail again, Dorris finally 
bumped into her friend. Her friend, rather than being dead, was “glow-
ing from the inside out,” visiting inmates, and telling them about her 
own recovery at Thistle Farms. 
   With her friend’s help, Dorris soon after entered the two-year resi-
dential program at Thistle Farms. She received housing, medical care, 
therapy, education and job training, at no cost. She found, too, a sister-
hood, something she was unused to on the streets where women were 
viewed as competition. And perhaps, most important of all, she found a 
love without judgment in the community at Thistle Farms. 
   “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Dorris rode around with 
these words from the prophet Jeremiah taped onto her car dashboard 
for her first years of recovery at Thistle Farms. It would have been easy 
to give in to discouragement but she leaned into her faith. She worked 
the program one day at a time, setting small tasks for herself like getting 
up in the morning and taking a shower. She learned, for the first time, 
to live life on life’s terms. Slowly, her days of sobriety stacked up and her 
life started to reflect the profound healing that was taking place within 
her. She reestablished her role as a mom and grandmother. She moved 
up in responsibility in her work at Thistle Farms. She started travelling 

the country freely sharing her story of redemption with others, in or-
der to share what God has done in her life. And last April, she married 
a kind and gentle man she met at church. After years being bound in 
shame and loneliness, cut off from community and herself, Dorris has 
reclaimed her life.
   Dorris’ story of redemption happened in community, not alone. “We 
heal in community,” someone once said. Dorris was embraced in the 
healing, nonjudgmental, and loving community of Thistle Farms, and 
it was in that type of setting where her healing could occur. Dorris’s 
life is a testament to what love working in community, a love without 
judgment, can do in one woman’s life. This love, this love that Jesus 
brought to Galilee over two thousand years ago, still lives and moves 
among us.  Her resurrection story, amidst all the competing narratives 
in our world that tell us that hope is dead, or civility is gone, or all is 
lost, is one we as Christians, people of hope, are called to hold out, pro-
claim, work alongside, and live into. We are a people who declare, in 
a world where there are so many death-wielding messages, love heals. 

“

See page 4 for more information on the Dodson Lecture.
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How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word! 

   Did you know that St. John’s is on the National Register of Historic 
Places? St. John’s opened its doors at the corner of Jefferson and Elm on 
Sunday, December 11, 1892. Nestled in the beautiful Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, St. John’s is a Gothic style blue-gray limestone church designed 
by Charles M. Burns of Philadelphia. It is considered one of the finest 
examples of 19th century ecclesiological design in Southwest Virginia. 
   In the August and October issues of The Record, we published insight-
ful conversations with David Tucker, chair of the Property Committee.                                            

Addressing the Financial 
Challenges of an Aging Facility

By Carolyn H’Doubler

This article is the third in a three-part series about our church facility 
and the work needed to sustain it for future generations. 

   We conclude our interview by asking how we can be faithful stewards 
of our historic church and provide a firm foundation for the future.
   David, you said the most crucial property need in the next year is 
the replacement of the parish hall HVAC system. What other im-
mediate property needs must we address in order to preserve our 
historic building?
At this time, in addition to replacing the HVAC system, the following 
critical needs are necessary to preserve the physical plant where our 
ministries take place:
• Refinish the roof over the administrative offices.
• Replace the gutter around the bell tower.
• Repair the historic slate roof over the nave.
• Install security lighting and cameras for safety.
• Upgrade the kitchen and bath of the Light House with new ap-

pliances.
• Stabilize the facade beneath the rector’s office/window.
   According to the National Register of Historic Places, the stained 
glass windows in the nave are very special. Can you tell us more 
about how we need to preserve these windows?
Yes, the magnificent nave with its hammerbeam roof and wooden ar-
cading is illuminated by stained glass windows, including several by 
Tiffany Studios. In addition to the above list of property needs, we 
need to clean and re-lead our exceptional stained-glass windows.  This 
will ensure they are fully functional and preserved for years to come.
    Our parish is known for serving others through a variety of out-
reach and mission activities. What would you say to those parish-
ioners who feel that outreach programs should always be given a 
higher financial priority than property concerns?
In a large part, we address outreach through the use of our building. 
Our commitment to the maintenance and preservation of the build-
ing and our commitment to outreach  are not competing needs; they 
should work hand in hand. For example, if you look at Family Promise 
or CYP, St. John’s provides a stable, secure, ongoing space for these 
ministries. Taking care of our physical facilities ensures that our pro-
grams and ministries can continue to thrive.
   Do we have the resources to accomplish what needs to be done?
No, Carolyn, we currently don’t have the ability to do all of these nec-
essary things.  However, we have a really amazing congregation will-
ing and able to rise to whatever challenges we face.  
   You’re right, David!  St. John’s parishioners have been faithfully 
worshipping and serving God from the corner of Jefferson and Elm 
for 127 years.  We’ll meet these facility challenges through contin-
ued generosity and stewardship of resources.  Thanks be to God!
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Striving for the Better Angels
By The Rev. Eric Long

I have a close friend in the priesthood who is getting beat up badly 
for doing the hard, right thing.  This is just the nature of leadership 
in the world, although that doesn’t make it any less tragic. I worry 

about him: his emotional health, his career, his wife and kids’ future 
relationship with the Church after witnessing such a thing. 
   What is most striking about the situation is the certainty of those who 
disagree with his decision. They are resolute in knowing that they are 
right, and he is wrong, although about three-quarters of the congrega-
tion agrees with the choice he made.
   Confirmation bias is not new. It is as old as humanity. This is the bias 
that says what we think, the worldview we have, or the decisions we’ve 
made, are self-evidently correct, and thus all contradictory information 
is discarded. I buy a new car and in turn read only the positive reviews 
about the vehicle to confirm my decision is correct and that I am a bril-
liant buyer of cars. An example like that is innocent, of course. However, 
when it is consequential to others, or a community, or even the very 
fabric of our society, we need to own up to this tendency in ourselves 
and actively work to overcome it.
   The first thing to know about confirmation bias is that we all engage in 
it while overwhelmingly believing only other people do. The reason we 
engage in confirmation bias is ego. We act to confirm our worldviews, 
decisions, and opinions in order to feel good about ourselves. However, 
like any bias, it blinds us from the truth. Compounding this problem in 
modern society is the fact that we live in a technological universe that 
caters to it: to ensuring that we are correct. I can only receive news from 
sources with which I agree. I can “unfollow,” “unfriend,” or “mute” any-
one who dares suggest my way of seeing the world is wrong. The result 
is that we are no longer willing (capable?) of owning up to when we are 
wrong, or something is simply more complicated than we conceive it 
to be. When this happens, the truth is the casualty, and people like my 
friend and his family get hurt.
   We should be very aware of this tendency in ourselves. Indeed, I catch 
myself giving in to it often, and it is only through an act of will that I look 
to the other side of what I just “know” to be true. When I remember to 
do this, quite often what is discovered is not that I am completely wrong 
(although sometimes!), but just that I’m not near as right as I assumed.

   Surveying our society right now, it is worrisome how much easier 
it is to make enemies than discover friends. Common ground is a 
most uncommon reality in America and her communities right now. 
The unwillingness to be self-reflective and critical of our assumptions, 
while considering other points of view is a great deal to blame.
   I don’t have all the answers, but as a priest, a leader, a dad, and a 
citizen, I am gravely concerned. Let us go to the originator of our faith 
who brought into his community of followers Matthew, a tax collec-
tor for Rome, and Simon the Zealot, working to violently overthrow 
Rome. We must care about friendship more than “owning” each other, 
a term saying that we’ve proved others wrong and us so right. Usu-
ally, the truth is not so close. When we assume it is, reconciliation is 
further away still.
   “We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though 
passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection. The 
mystic chords of memory will swell when again touched, as surely they 
will be, by the better angels of our nature.”   
Abraham Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address 

Stewardship: Continuing our Legacy
At All Saints, we remember those who have formed us as people, and also those who have formed us as a church. 
They created and sustained this place of worship, learning, service and fellowship for us, and every year we take time 
to commit to sustaining it for the generations that come after us. Please return your pledge card by Pledge Sunday on 
November 3. Thank you for pledging your commitment to the future of St. John’s. 



Thanksgiving Day Service
While you wait on your turkey, celebrate Thanksgiving with us! 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at 10:30 a.m. Thanksgiving morning, 
November 28.

Fine Wines
Day Excursion to Floyd
Saturday, November 2

Explore the town of Floyd. Enjoy a day of shopping, listening to music, 
and eating at the Floyd Country Store. We’ll travel by van. RSVP to Martha 
Apple mgoodwin8@cox.net or 904-2334.

St. John’s Happenings
Dodson Lecture: The Rev. Becca Stevens

November 7, Reception at 5:30 p.m.; Lecture at 7 p.m.

Becca Stevens is an author, speaker, priest, social entrepreneur, 
founder, and president of Thistle Farms, which works to give women 
who have survived trafficking, prostitution, and addiction a second 
chance at life.

The lecture is free. Seating is guaranteed only for those who have paid 
admission to the reception prior to the lecture (see admission prices 
below). There will be a cap of 200 for the reception.

Levels of sponsorship: 
Benefactor  ($150 or more - Eight reception reservations)
Patron          ($120-$149 - Six reception reservations)
Advocate     ($90 -$119 - Four reception reservations)
Sustainer     ($46-$89 - Two reception reservations)
Friend          ($25-$45 - One reception reservation)

Mail check to St. John’s with Dodson Lecture on the memo line.
Contact David Olson (dolson@stjohnsroanoke.org) for more info.

Music on the Corner
November 1 at 6 p.m. 

Annual All Saints Memorial Concert
St. John’s Choir with Orchestra

Advent Wreath Making 
and Potluck Supper

December 1 at 6 p.m.

We’ll provide chicken, you bring a side dish and $5 to make 
your Advent wreath! Please consider donating greenery and 
clippings: drop off outside the parish hall doors starting No-
vember 29.
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St. John’s Book Club
The date and room for the November meeting have changed. We 
will meet on Tuesday, November 12 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 203 to 
discuss The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. All are welcome.

Children and Family Ministry
November 10: Invite a Friend to Church Day 
Children are encouraged to invite a friend from another part of their 
lives to join them at church.

November 15: Parents’ Night Out: Roanoke Children’s Theater
Drop your child off at the parish hall at 6 p.m. and enjoy a night out. 
The Roanoke Children’s Theater leads an acting workshop for our young 
thespians, ages four to fifth-grade. The Child Care Center is open to ba-
bies through three year olds. Dinner provided for all. Pick-up is at 8 p.m. 
in the parish hall. This is a free event!

November 24: Pre-YG: Angel Tree Shopping
Enjoy a meal out before shopping for 4 children in the St. John’s Head 
Start program. Drop-off is at 11:15 a.m. at the parish hall. Pick-is at 2 
p.m. at the parish hall. 

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals and Pageant
Calling all actors for our annual Christmas pageant! Rehearsals are on 
Dec. 8 and 15, from 11:15-12:15 p.m, and Dec. 22 from 4-5 p.m. The 
pageant is on Dec. 22 at 5 p.m. Open to babies to fifth-graders. Children 
ages zero to three years old are invited to participate with their parents. 
RSVP to Christine Mortlock, cmortlock@stjohnsroanoke.org, by Dec. 2  
if you’d like your child(ren) to participate this year. 

December 8: Christmas Caroling
Children (ages four through fifth-grade) and our youth sing Christmas 
carols for the residents at Brandon Oaks. Mike Milam and the St. John’s 
Singers lead the singing. Children must be accompanied by a parent. 
Meet at Brandon Oaks at 3 p.m. Caroling will finish by 4 p.m.

Women at the Well
November 12, December 10, 6-7:30 p.m.

Women at the Well meets on the second Tuesday of each month. 
Child care is available.

Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. in the parish hall

Every Person Made Whole: The Theology of Healing and the 
Ministry of Thistle Farms
November 3
Led by the St. John’s Clergy

The Origins and Implications of Anti-Semitism
November 10, 17
Led by Dr. Peter Coogan

Digital Discipleship
November 24, December 1
Led by John Jackson and Christine Mortlock

ECW: Christmas at the Boys Home
December 3, 5:30 p.m. social; 6 p.m. dinner; 6:45 p.m. program

Dr. Donnie E. Wheatley, Executive Director of the Boys Home, located 
in Covington, Va. will be our speaker in December. The Boys Home, 
which opened in 1906, offers a comprehensive program to provide a 
path to success for boys 6-17 whose lives have been impacted by pov-
erty or family instability. For reservations, call Pat Burns, 529-0096 by 
Friday, November 29. Dinner, $10; with wine, $12. Guests are welcome.

Celebrate St. John’s
 on Sunday, November 3 

10 a.m. service – Pledge Sunday
Followed by a light jazz reception
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2020 Vestry Candidates
Our annual meeting takes place on December 8 in the Sunday morning formation hour, 9 a.m. Please make plans to be with us on 
that day and vote for our new vestry members for 2020. 

Terry Apple
   I was confirmed in 2009.  I have been involved in TRUE, served as a eucharistic visitor, 
Diocesan delegate, Endowment Board, Red Cross Blood Drive volunteer, Fine Wines 
committee.
   My wife and I came to visit St. John’s from another Roanoke church in 2009. Everyone 
was very welcoming and after attending services for several months, we decided to join.
   During the last 10 years, I have been amazed at all the outreach projects, the emphasis 
on the children’s activities, and most importantly, the compassion within. We have also 
seen the birth and growth of the Fine Wines. If elected, I would like to focus my efforts 
on the youth of the church—they are the future and the church is the basis for their lives. 
I also want to continue to help the Fine Wines.

James Breakell
   I have been at St. John’s most of my adult life after growing up down the street at Christ 
Episcopal where I was baptized and confirmed.  All 4 of my children have been baptized 
at St. John’s and my two older ones, Courtney and JB, confirmed.  My two younger chil-
dren, Copeland and Griffin, are active in Children’s Programming and Music Academy.  
Kristin and I were married here in 2010.
   My son and I enjoy participating in the Cub Scouts Pack #17  where I have been his Den 
Leader for the last five years.  I now also serve as the Assistant Cub Scout Pack Leader 
and enjoy spending time taking the boys on adventures in hiking and exploring Roanoke.  
I spent 5 years volunteering for Family Promise moving beds and providing occasional 
meals for families staying in The Light House.  I currently serve as Chair of the Garden-
ing Ministry and also help with Gathering meal preparation when I can.  We attend both 
morning and Gathering services.
   I have been in construction for most of my career, am familiar with the church facility 
and feel I could be of benefit to the property and grounds oversight.  Mountain biking 
and tennis with friends keep me active and spending time with my family keeps me busy 
(and fulfilled!)  Kristin and I have found much strength as a couple and as parents in our 
St. John’s family.  I look forward to an opportunity to further serve the church.

Ray Cobb
   I have been a member since 1986, previously serving as a Diocesan Council delegate 
and vestry member.  I currently serve as an usher and lay reader.
   As a retired banker, I also served on the boards of the Area Agency on Agency and TAP.  
Currently I am Secretary-Treasurer of Edinburgh Square Foundation, a HUD seniors 
community.
   As a vestry member, I would advocate a necessary focus of taking care of self as we 
endeavor to reach out and serve others, seeking to assure our programs for individual 
and corporate worship and formation, facilities maintenance and a significant outreach 
program are in concert with each other.

Cal de Coligny
   I have worshipped at St. John’s for twenty years.  I have been honored to serve her in 
many ways: on the Vestry, the Diocesan Council, as Delegate to General Convention, 
Director of Kimoyo, Board member of CYP, pilgrim to Ghana, member of search com-
mittees, a founder of the Dodson Lecture Series, Lay Reader and Chalicist, Treasurer, and 
as Head of Stewardship, and congregant among one or two other activities.  As a member 
of Fine Wines and a veteran of the foregoing, I hope you will allow me to serve one more 
tour on the Vestry. 
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James Fellabaum
   My lovely spouse Patricia and I have been members of this wonderful church for more 
than a decade.  I recently retired as president/CEO of Blue Ridge PBS TV and have spent 
more than 52 years in broadcasting – the last 12 ½ here in Roanoke. I’m presently a mem-
ber of Roanoke’s Downtown Rotary Club, the Military Officers Association of America 
and serve on the board of directors of the Military Family Support Center. (I spent 26 
years in the military, serving in the US Army, Army Reserve and Army National Guard, 
retiring at the rank of Major.)
   As a vestry member I would continue to support and encourage the outstanding local, 
regional and international ministry programs that make being a part of St. John’s congre-
gation such an uplifting spiritual experience!  

Cyndi Fletcher
   What would make me a good vestry member?  I have tons of experience in fundrais-
ing!! And no job is too big! I have chaired (not once but twice) the Historic Garden Tour 
here in Roanoke and both years I raised over $30,000 for local and state garden restora-
tions! I have also chaired the Junior League’s “Stocked Market”. I am not afraid to ask 
for money and as a real estate agent with 30 years experience, I’d like to think the art of 
negotiation would come in handy. I enjoy the finer details too!
   I currently serve the church as Chair of the Easter and Christmas Altar decorating 
teams and I am also a co-chair of an altar guild team with Lainy Wilhelm. I’ve even done 
a little decorating for The Fine Wines. I am also a member of the choir and currently am 
the soprano representative to the Choir Cabinet. You might recognize me in my choir 
robe on Sundays. I was a Diocesan Council member for 2 years and really enjoyed the 
convention and looking at the bigger picture for the church.
   My husband, Jeff, and I have been members of St. John’s for 35 years and have two 
grown children, Will  ( his wife, Casey ) and Claiborne. We have 2 grandchildren and 
Claiborne is getting married in January 2020 right here at St. John’s. I would be honored 
to serve on the vestry.

Mike Leigh
   Serving on the vestry would be a privilege and allow me to use my skills to help St 
John’s.  Since our family arrived in 2007, I’ve enjoyed supporting our church through 
many of our terrific programs including mission trips, college care ministry, Journey 
Groups, convention delegate and lector.  As a small business owner that helps organiza-
tions develop strategy, improve processes and be more successful, I believe my expe-
riences would help our vestry make important operational decisions and help provide 
strong stewardship of our wonderful resources.  If elected I look forward to serving the 
community of St John’s.

Barbara Renick
   Since coming to St. John’s from Christ Church, Roanoke, in the 80’s, I have worked 
behind the scenes as a Sunday school teacher, Altar Guild chairman, office receptionist, 
Canterbury Books & Gifts, funeral ministry, and Red Cross Blood Drive. I ran my hus-
band’s medical office for five years and am very detail oriented. I am especially interested 
in our Outreach Ministries.

John Wood
   Though a confirmed Roman Catholic, I have been an active member of St. John’s for 
over 30 years and was received into the Episcopal communion this past spring. Why so 
long? Suffice it to say it was time and I was called. My past church experiences are varied: 
long time choir participant, Music on the Corner Chair for 5 years, and member of the 
search committees for Director of Music and the new organ installation. I have served as 
Past President and tutor at CYP, Co-Chair of stewardship, past member of the Kimoyo 
Board, and I currently teach Sunday School. 
   As a founding partner of a large medical group, my background in growth, planning, 
communication and fiscal responsibility will enable me to continue to serve our Church 
and community.
   My wife, Tina, and I raised and confirmed our children, Lissa and Adam, at St. John’s 
and have been blessed with the baptisms of our three grandchildren here as well!
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Send us your news!
We like to communicate St. John’s programming well 
in advance, so please send information a minimum 
of two editions ahead. Deadlines for submissions to 
The Record are noon on November 13 for the Decem-
ber edition (which includes December and January) 
and noon on December 11 for the January edition 
(which includes January and February). Send infor-
mation to ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org.

Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am. 
Sunday Classes for Youth and Adults
9:45 am. 
Children’s Chapel
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. 
The Gathering Eucharist
5:45 p.m. 
Sunday Supper
6:30 p.m. 
Youth and Journey Groups

Child Care Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. and 4:30-
7:30 p.m. (ages 0 through grade 5)

People in the Parish
Births
Olive Garst Cleveland, daughter of Matt and Jenna Cleveland, granddaughter of Bill 
and Leslie Cleveland, on September 28, 2019 in Blacksburg, Va.
Robert Hampton Edwards, son of Emily and Bo Edwards, grandson of Trisha and Bob 
Edwards on June 24, 2019 in Philadelphia, Pa.
Death
Roberta Carter, mother of Frank Carter, mother-in-law of Meg Carter, grandmother 
of Mary Stuart and Hannah Carter, on October 10, 2019.


