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Farewell to the 
Rev. Whitney 
Burton-Smith

By the Rev. Whitney Burton-Smith

Dearest St. John’s, 
I have to admit that when I first talked to Eric almost six years 
ago, I was not sure where Roanoke even was, but I am so 

grateful that I had the opportunity to call this place home for the last 
five and a half years.  This has been a beautiful journey, both in my 
own life and in ministry together. My call to become the Rector of the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Dunedin, FL, leaves me feeling bit-
tersweet.  
   I have grown into my priesthood at St. John’s, not in small part due 
to the generosity and support of this congregation.  You have given 
me the grace to learn and grow from the moment I stepped into this 
church, and I will forever hold St. John’s, and each of you, in my heart.
The way this congregation cares for their own and the community is a 
great testament to what it means to be God’s hands on the Earth.  Your 
dedication to serving those in need in our community and throughout 
the world has shown me how Christian outreach should be done, and 
has solidified in my own heart my call to this work.
   You invited me into the lives of your families.  Through mission trips 
and ski trips, confirmation classes, youth groups, and early morning 
waffles at Sweet Donkey, the youth of this church have amazed me with 
their commitment to their faith, one another, and the world around us.  
You taught me the importance of community—a community that en-
veloped me and invited me into both your joyful and heartbreaking 
moments.  Thank you for welcoming me into your lives and your chil-

dren’s lives.  
   There are too many people to thank here, but to those who sup-
ported our youth program and those who gave up their own time to 
go on trips, thank you.  Your involvement has shown these kids what 
is important.  To those who did the hard work of planning fellowship 
events, women’s retreats, newcomers’ receptions, and more, thank you.  
Building Christ-like community is what makes this church so vibrant.  
To those who have given their time and energy and money to out-
reach, thank you. Our community depends on you and I pray that you 
continue in that work.  To those who have worked in the many areas of 
our liturgy, you have made our worship faithful and beautiful.
   To the staff at St. John’s, Chrissy, Mike, Kristi, Deb, Evan, Lisa, Rob-
ert, Becky, and Charles, thank you for your work.  You are integral to 
the ministry of St. John’s.  To my clergy colleagues, Eric, David, and 
Mary, thank you for giving me the opportunity to learn and grow here.  
   To the entire congregation, thank you.  You came out to pray with me 
when I was ordained, laughed with me through the bumps along the 
road in ministry, rejoiced when I baptized Steven here, celebrated with 
Steven and me as we were married in this place, and have supported us 
as we prepare for our next adventure.  Steven and I are blessed to have 
been a part of St. John’s, and this community will always hold a special 
place in our hearts.  We will miss you all, and the mountains, but I 
know the Holy Spirit is moving within this transition.  I will forever be 
grateful for my time here, and am honored to be a part of your lives.
   Love and Peace,
   Whitney+
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October 1, 2015
   We are getting a new priest. I wonder... 
oh, it’s a female priest (fantastic)!  And she 
is young (really great)! Let’s hope she can 
handle all the demands of St. John’s. 

April 18, 2021
   She did it! So many things: outreach, 
counseling, newcomers, Women at the 
Well, sermons, and always, a helping hand 
to someone in need. And so much more. 
She did it all with compassion, caring, 
grace, and love. As Whitney moves to her 
new parish, we wish her happiness and 
success. It was our great, good fortune to 
have Whitney, and we will miss her. Our 
love and best wishes in her new role go 
with her. 
   Godspeed.

-Sally Moulse

   My husband, David, and I have enjoyed work-
ing with Whitney from the day she started at St. 
John’s. We have been involved with her on several 
committees and projects.  Whitney has had a hand 
in many of our passions at St. John’s.  From youth 
mission trips to worship activities to Community 
Programs (TRUE), fellowship (Women at the Well) 
and on and on.  Whitney has been the point person 
to keep us organized and on track.   Whitney has 
also become part of our family—she is one of my 
daughter’s best friends and spends time with our 
family during holidays.  Whitney has touched our 
lives and we are very thankful God brought her to 
Roanoke, VA, to be a part of St. John’s family as 
well as part of the Todds’ family.  We look forward 
to visiting her in Florida!  Thank you for your lead-
ership and guidance, Whitney, and God bless you 
on your new journey. 

-David and Stace Todd
   I can personally vouch for the fact that Whitney Burton-Smith is one of the coolest and 
kindest people you will ever meet. I remember my first conversation with Whitney like it was 
yesterday. I was a timid eighth grader and I had come to Whitney for advice about how to 
handle the bullying I was facing at school. Little did I know then that Whitney would have 
such an amazing impact on me. I feel so lucky to have such an amazing person like her in my 
life. She is always someone to laugh with or a shoulder to cry on when I need it. She’s always 
there to give me advice on church, school, or just life in general over coffee or chatting in her 
office. She’s always there to pick me up when I’m feeling down. One time, I got a stomach bug 
while I was on the mission trip and Whitney sat with me the whole time at breakfast with 
my head on her shoulder. When she was driving me home, she talked to me the whole time 
to distract me from the fact that my stomach hurt. 
   Whitney has taught me so much about church and life. She taught me how to ski and 
how to put my hair up in a bun and she helped me write my sermon. I would not have 
been as involved in the DIOSWVA community had it not been for Whitney pushing me 
outside my comfort zone. The summer I spent being Whitney’s intern was the best summer 
ever. I looked forward to every Tuesday so I could learn all about how the church worked 
while getting to spend time with one of my favorite people in the world. She has truly 
changed my life for the better. Whitney, thank you so much for everything! I am going to 
miss you so much but I know you’re going to do such amazing things in Florida. 

-Nora Terrill
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St. John’s Virtual Youth Mission Trip 
to Sapelo Island, Georgia
“How does a virtual mission trip even work?” It was a fair question from one of my middle schoolers, since I didn’t even really know how it would work 
until Chrissy Mortlock explained it to me.  But for the youth who participated in our Sapelo Island virtual mission trip, they quickly came to see that is 
was a wonderful mission trip experience.  The goal of any mission trip is walk alongside people from another community, build relationships with them, 
and help in any way needed.  And that’s exactly what our youth did as they were able to learn about the  history and people of the island, interact with 
its leaders and volunteers through Zoom, and then come together to prepare care packages for the children and elderly who still live on the island.  The 
experience was based around the biblical passage Micah 6:8, “What does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
our God?”, and below you will see two devotions from our young people that they led for their peers based on this passage. As they and the youth reflected 
on Micah 6:8, we can be sure that we are living out lives of mission, somewhere further away like Sapelo Island or here at home in Roanoke.    

-The Rev. David Olson

I believe that this passage in Micah demonstrates one of the most unique 
things about Christianity. Here we see someone asking what they should 
offer to God as a sacrifice. They ask if God will be pleased with burnt offer-

ings, rams, or even the sacrifice of their firstborn! Micah says that God doesn’t 
want sacrifice. Rather to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
God is doing God’s work!
   I believe what the St. John’s youth have done regarding the community of 
Hog Hammock on Sapelo Island is doing just that! Through working towards 
justice for the people of Hog Hammock, listening to their troubles and sharing 
their stories, as well as helping them in the small ways we can, I believe we are 
truly doing God’s work.

 –Connor Dunford, Eighth Grader

God doesn’t need anything; all he requires is to do jus-
tice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.  
   What is doing justice? I think it is doing what’s fair. 

People have different opinions about what doing justice looks 
like. What is doing justice in God’s eyes? 
   What’s loving kindness? To me loving kindness is accepting 
kindness into our life and giving it to others. It’s when you love 
people and show them kindness no matter what they do. That’s 
why we are helping the people on Sapelo Island, they deserve 
kindness. What do you think loving kindness is to God? 
   What is walking humbly with God? It could be letting him in 
to guide you and welcoming him into your life and recogniz-
ing that you need help from him sometimes. It could be letting 
him help along the way.
   We will do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God 
as we help the people on Sapelo Island. 

- Maya Olson, Sixth Grader

Credit: Save Our Legacy Ourself Facebook



Chrissy Mortlock recently sat down with our new part-time 
youth coordinator, Megan-Drew Benfield, and peppered her 
with a bevy of questions so St. John’s could get to know Meg-
an-Drew a bit better. A testament to Megan-Drew’s great 
personality, she was up for this inquiry blitz. Megan-Drew 
coordinates the middle school and high school youth groups, 
including its regular meetings, the youth mission trips, and 
ski trips. Her email is mdbenfield@stjohnsroanoke.org. Please 
reach out to Megan-Drew and welcome her to St. John’s. We 
are so fortunate to welcome her aboard.

What brought you to Roanoke? 
My husband is a resident in internal medicine at Carilion. We moved to 
Roanoke and got married here in May of last year. I have really enjoyed 
getting to explore the Greenway. I usually stop off at Blue Cow on my 
way home!

What is a fun fact about your wedding?
I baked my wedding cake. I baked a vanilla cake with lemon curd and 
butter cream icing. We had a frozen slice on our honeymoon this April. 

Meet Our New Youth Coordinator, 
Megan-Drew Benfield 

When did you get involved in church? 
I started going when I was 12 in Newport News, Virginia, where I am 
from. My Dad was hired to sing in the church choir. My Dad wanted 
me to know what it was about, and I started liking it. I started taking 
Rite-13 classes and I got baptized on Easter. Eventually I was a student 
representative on the vestry in high school and attended annual con-
ferences for the diocese as a page.

After high school, Megan-Drew attended the University of Virginia, 
where she majored in drama. She later earned a Master of Arts in com-
munications with a certificate in nonprofit management from Johns 
Hopkins University.

How did you choose UVA?
My parents met there, so I was kind of bred to bleed orange and blue. 
I really loved the year I lived in the Canterbury House, the Episcopal 
student fellowship. We got to meet the presiding bishop when she visit-
ed the school during the snowpocalypse. It was an opportunity to be a 
student leader and more deeply explore my faith. We did Bible studies, 
participated in Christian history lectures, had interfaith experiences, 
and volunteered. The house was only six of us, but the fellowship was 
as big as 20 while I was there. I was also a member of the vestry at St. 
Paul’s Memorial in Charlottesville as a student representative. 

Have you worked at a church before? What did you do?
Yes, I was the office manager/program support at Hilton Presbyterian 
Church. I’ve also worked in two diocesan offices and for an Episcopal 
non-profit Boys Home of Virginia. 

What did you like working for the church?
It’s an opportunity to directly live out my call. 

What is your vision for youth at St. John’s? 
I would like to continue growing a faith community where student 
leaders and student passions are recognized and celebrated. 

What’s your favorite Broadway show?
Into the Woods. I’ve done it three times and my parents did it a fourth. 
My parents did it when I was in sixth grade, I did it when it when I 
was in eighth and eleventh grades, and then again in my third year of 
college. In eighth and eleventh grades I was the Witch. In college, I was 
hair and makeup. 

What three items would you take to a deserted island?
My phone, it has all the apps (Bible, books, etc.), my knitting (I’m 
counting that as one item), a utility knife. 

What are you knitting now?
I am knitting a D&D-themed cardigan. It has polyhedral dice all over 
it. 

In addition to these questions, Megan-Drew answered a whirlwind of 
rapid-fire either/or questions like “Oreos or Chips A’Hoy” that you can 
find with this interview on St. John’s blog, We Gather. 
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Continued on page 6 . . .

By Christine Mortlock

We are called as Christians, men and women alike, to affirm and advocate for the just and equal treatment of women and girls. Again 
and again—in his encounter with the Samaritan woman, Mary Magdalene, and the hemorrhaging woman—Jesus did the same. He 
welcomed them to the table. He welcomes us all. 

   For many years, heeding this call, The Episcopal Church has sent delegates to the annual session of the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women (UNCSW). This year, with the exception that the delegates met virtually, was no different. From March 15 through 26, six 
delegates, appointed by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, represented the bishop and the church at the 65th annual session of the UNCSW. They 
were joined by a small group from Episcopal Relief and Development, led by Director for Gender Initiatives, Dr. Chiseche Mibenge, who spoke 
to our church about her work with ERD last fall. An official delegation from the Anglican Communion, of which The Episcopal Church is a part, 
was also present, as were representatives from other Christian denominations.
   The UNCSW, established in 1946 by the UN’s Economic and Social Council, promotes gender equality, advocates for women’s rights, docu-
ments the realities of women’s lives across the globe, sets international standards for governing bodies, and monitors progress towards their 
adoption. Rights some might take for granted—the right for women to vote, own property, live free from violence, and access the most basic 
health care—cannot be so easily accessed by others.
   To be a part of a Christian denomination that actively affirms and advocates for women’s just and fair treatment (as evidenced by sending del-
egates to the UNCSW) is no small thing. While there are other denominations that do the same, like the United Methodist Church, PC(USA), 
the ELCA, United Church of Christ, and more, there are those that still relegate women to certain roles, which limits their representation and 
leadership. 
   A theme for the UNCSW65 was “women’s full and effective participation and decision-making in public life.” Gender parity in public life still 
has not been achieved. As reported by UN Secretary-General Antonio Gutteres in his statement to the UNCSW65, men hold a majority of min-

A Seat at the Table

Kimoyo provides microloans of up to $150 to help women in Ghana start businesses similar to this one. Kimoyo’s slogan is, “Empowering Women 
Today . . . Changing Communities Forever.” Image from Kimoyo, LTD. Facebook page.
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There are some who bring a light so great to the world 
that even after they have gone the light remains. 

To All of My St. John’s Family,
Thank you for your kindness, generosity, and 
heartfelt compassion during the extended ill-

ness and passing of my beloved wife, Mary. Our family 
is forever grateful for the meals, prayers, phone calls, 
and visits. I couldn’t have been more blessed with a 
better group of people. I appreciate each and every one 
of you.

   May God Bless You All.
   Sincerely,
   Robert Butler and Family

A Thank You 
from Robert 
Butler

isterial, legislative, and executive positions in the world’s governments as a the whole. Why might women’s participation and decision-making in 
public life matter? The secretary-general states, “When women are not consulted or included in decision-making issues that have a direct impact 
on their lives, such as education, health, economic development and conflict resolution, policy outcomes are likely to be harmful and ineffective.” 
   In future sessions, the UNCSW is slated to convene and address gender equality in the context of issues ranging from climate change to poverty 
to digital technology. We can be encouraged that a group of delegates from The Episcopal Church will be at the UN Headquarters on 42nd Street, 
a stone’s throw from the East River in Manhattan, each year to affirm and advocate for women and girls. And in so doing, they will be following 
in the footsteps of a first-century carpenter who once shocked his disciples in Sychar when, worn by his travels, he sat and asked a woman of no 
standing for water from Jacob’s old well. He saw her, he spoke to her, and he offered her his living water.  

A Seat at the Table from Page 5 . . .

Actionable Steps
It is our hope that The Record articles like these are anchored in actionable steps. As so 
many parishioners already make known from their many commitments at St. John’s 
and within the community, faith isn’t relegated to the abstract but incarnated in the 
here and now. Many organizations in Roanoke advocate for the just and fair treatment 
of women and girls, empower them, and/or are women-led. They rely on people like 
you. Those organizations include:

Kimoyo
One of the outreach ministries of St. John’s, Kimoyo empowers women and girls in a 
very poor region of northeast Ghana. They offer women and girls access to healthcare, 
provide micro-loans, and literacy and business skill education. To get involved, please 
contact parishioner and board member of Kimoyo, Dr. John Merten, mer10@cox.net.

House of Bread
House of Bread assists formerly incarcerated women by teaching them baking and 
business skills. Volunteers can serve as mentors, bakers, or post-pandemic, sellers. 
Their next session will be in the fall. Contact parishioner and volunteer at House of 
Bread, Kate Ericcson, khericsson1@gmail.com, to get involved.

The Roanoke Women’s Foundation
The philanthropic organization is led by Roanoke women, several of whom are St. 
John’s women. RWF makes grants to non-profit organizations in Roanoke City, Roa-
noke County, Salem, Vinton, Botetourt County, Craig County, Floyd County, and 
Franklin County, Virginia. While these grants aren’t restricted to organizations ad-
dressing women’s issues, women are the decision-makers at RWF. Contact parishio-
ner and president-elect of the RWF, Mary Jean Levin, mjr11redon@aol.com, to be-
come involved.

Girls on the Run, Roanoke Valley
This program encourages girls’ confidence and health through woman-led girls’ run-
ning groups. Volunteers are needed to mentor and assist at races. Contact parishioner 
and board member of Girls on the Run, Carley Emerson, ceermson@gmail.com, to 
get involved.

SARA, Roanoke Valley
The sexual assault crisis center of Roanoke Valley provides free and confidential ser-
vices to survivors of sexual assault and their loved ones over the age of 13. SARA pro-
vides counseling, advocacy in the medical and legal systems, and educational work-
shops. SARA has a need for volunteer crisis advocates for their 24- hour crisis hotline. 
To volunteer go to sararoanoke.org.
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Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.

The Scaggs family. Elizabeth shares, “Easter was so special to 
us because it was the first time that we had all been back to 
church as a family to worship with our St. John’s community 
since the pandemic began. It truly felt like a day of hope as we 
round the corner of this difficult year. We continued celebrat-
ing with family (including the kids’ great-grandmother!) at a 
picnic at a park that afternoon. It was a beautiful day!”

We were able to celebrate communion on Easter in the garden this year. Parishioners took photos in front of the cross, flow-
ered the day before by St. John’s children and families.

Cayce Anne is all smiles in front of the flowering cross. She helped flower it with 
her mom, Anne, and dad, Cayce, the day before Easter. Cayce writes, “We spent 
Easter just the three of us at home in Roanoke. Easter had always been a special 
holiday spent with family and friends. Our daughter was baptized on Easter, and 
we look forward to once again being at church, in person, to worship on this 
important day.”

This year was an extra special holiday for the Maxwell family.  
They celebrated not only Easter, but their youngest daughter’s 
third birthday with our family.  Pictured are the two Maxwell 
girls, daughters of Lauren and Chris, and granddaughters of 
Donna and Denny Early. 

The Perrys smile before the Easter cross. Sue shares, “Easter brought the Perry 
family renewed hope and love that shined brightly in their eyes and hearts!”
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Address Service Requested

Sign up to receive e-communications, which includes a weekly e-mail with links to Morning Prayer and the accompanying worship bulletin. 
Visit the St. John’s web site and subscribe in the box in the lower right corner or contact Evan Hines at ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org. Subscribe to 
St. John’s YouTube. Register for 8 or 10 a.m. Sunday in-person worship services at stjohnsroanoke.org/register.

People in the Parish

Birth
Caroline Grace Fintel, daughter of Stephen and Jessica Fintel, sister of William, on April 1, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.

Deaths
Casey Lemley, daughter of Bill and Marta Lemley on April 26, 2021 in Wilmington, Nc.
Tim Kelly, husband of Jane Kelly, on April 23, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.
Mary Butler, wife of Robert Butler on April 3, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.
Mickey Prescott, on April 3, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.
Aulick Burke Rucker, son of Dale and Pam Rucker, on March 29, 2021 in Nashville, Tn.

Canterbury Books & Gifts
Starting in May,  Canterbury Books & Gifts will be open to in-person 
shopping Tuesday- Friday from 11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. Call the shop at 
540-491-9914 or e-mail bookstore@stjohnsroanoke.org 


