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Farewell to the 
Rev. Mary Mackin

St. John’s staff has been for me a privilege and a joy. 
   Most of all, I want to thank you, the people of St. John’s, for 
your support and your confidence in me.  When Cooper and 
I showed up here fifteen years ago in December 2005, refugees 
from Hurricane Katrina, you took us in, loved us, and made us 
feel welcome in every way.  I will never forget the choir Epiphany 
party we were invited to on January 6, 2006.  We pulled up in 
front of Penny Gooch’s house, which was blazing with light—
light was streaming from every window.  The house was warm, 
inviting, and people were so kind.  The Reverend Anne Hallmark 
led a service of Holy Eucharist, and we ate our first holy meal 
with you. 
   When I felt that God was calling me to ordained ministry, you 

By the Rev. Mary Mackin

As you probably know by now, the last day of February is my final day 
as a member of the clergy staff here at St. John’s.  As of that date, I 
will be retired from active ministry.  I have prayed for some time 

about this possibility and believe that it is the right time for me to take this 
step. 
   First, I want to thank the entire staff at St. John’s for their kindness, helpful-
ness, and generosity.  The support staff and custodial staff remain behind the 
scenes but they, in fact, keep this place going.  I also want to thank the pro-
gram staff, Mike, Chrissy, and Lisa, as well as my clergy colleagues, Whitney 
and David, for their continued support, patience, and good will.  I especially 
want to thank Eric, who has given me the flexibility and grace to work as 
much as I was able.  My heartfelt thanks to all.  Being a part of this wonderful 
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discerned with me, raised me up, and sup-
ported us through seminary.  I say “us” be-
cause it wasn’t just me who went to VTS.  Oh, 
I went to classes, the library, wrote papers, but 
my husband, Cooper, was behind the scenes-
-we called him the support staff doing the 
shopping, cooking, cleaning—all with such 
good grace.  I want to thank him for his un-
failing support of my call—support which has 
continued to this day.  
   When the possibility arose for me to return 
to St. John’s, you all welcomed me a second 
time.  You listened to me, trusted me, gave 
me grace.  You taught me how I could be a 
priest to you, and I am eternally grateful.  I 
have come to love you all, to treasure you, to 
realize what a rare and wonderful place St. 
John’s is—it is a beautiful place, yes, but it is 
you, the people, who make it the holy house 
of God.  I have never stopped being amazed 
at your dedication, creativity, hospitality, and 
care.  You demonstrate in your lives what it 
means to be the people of God.  
   Finally, here are the words I want to leave 
with you: love God and neighbor, work for 
justice and peace, take care of the weak and 
the powerless, remember that everything is 
sacred, love the earth, pray every day, be kind.   
   The Lord bless you and keep you;  
   The Lord make his face to shine upon you,       
and be gracious unto you; 
   The Lord lift up his countenance upon you,     
   and give you peace.  Amen. 

Continued from Cover . . .

When I first started at St. John’s as a brand new clergyperson, Mary was so intentional about 
showing me all of her little tricks.  She showed me how she arranged visits and took me on 
some, she showed me how she officiated at some of the smaller services we do, and she even 
showed me where she parked when visiting the hospital.  All of these small things really added 
up, relieving some of my own anxiety, and made my transition so much easier.  Her pasto-
ral nature shines through in everything she does.  From her perfectly-timed and comforting 
sermons to her participation in my own wedding, having Mary as a colleague in ministry has 
been a joy and a blessing.  All that I have learned from her has made me a better priest.  I am 
grateful that I got to work with her and glad that she will still be a part of our church, just in a 
different way.  

-The Rev. Whitney Burton-Smith



Having worked with Mary for six years now there is 
much I have come to love and appreciate about her: the 
faithful way she goes about her ministry, the patience she 
has to care for those who are in need or hurting, and the 
calm and comforting presence that always radiates from 
her.  In fact it is that calm and comforting presence that 
I will remember the most about her. When I first came 
to St. John’s it was a time of transition and upheaval as 
staff was turning over and changes were happening.  And 
yet in the midst of all that uncertainty, Mary was a rock 
of calm and comfort to me personally and to all those 
around her. She was more than just our institutional 
knowledge, she was the steadying force that was exactly 
what I and we needed in those early days.  I will never 
forget that, and I will very much miss working with her. 

-The Rev. David Olson 

No. 3 • March 2021 • The Record | 3

One thing I will always respect about Mary is how conscientious 
she was about every aspect of her work. She is highly professional 
in every way and yet she never confused the priesthood for a pro-
fession. She always kept straight that her work is a call, her way of 
following Jesus. The balance of doing each task with absolute care 
and devotion because it was her offering to Christ, is but one of a 
million things that I admire about Mary Mackin. I really have loved 
working with her.

-The Rev. Eric Long 



By Parke Loesel

The Piazza della Signoria in Florence, Italy, is rich in treasure. In 
the piazza, near the fountain of Neptune, a round marble plaque 
marks the death of Savonarola, a 15th-century Dominican fri-

ar.  The History of Christianity, a St. John’s adult formation group meet-
ing from January through mid-March, began by highlighting Girolama 
Savonarola (1452-1498). He has been but one of the many figures we 
have encountered at our group’s Wednesday night Zoom meetings. Each 
meeting includes a thirty-minute Great Courses video lecture delivered 
by Dr. Molly Worthen of UNC, Chapel Hill, followed by a half-hour dis-
cussion led by either Eric, David, Chrissy, or Whitney. 
   On our first Wednesday together we learned that Savonarola was an 
outspoken fundamentalist preacher and early reformer of the Catholic 
Church. The Catholic Church was criticized for grievances such as the 
selling of indulgences, its self-serving enrichment, and the practice of 
nepotism. Savonarola specifically called for the burning of books, art-
work, and other luxuries in a blazing fire called the bonfire of the vanities.  
He was excommunicated by the pope in 1497 and hanged and burned at 
the stake in the piazza the following year.  His friend Pico della Miran-
dola (1463-1494), an aristocratic humanist, philosopher, and author of 
the 900 Theses, was also disavowed by the Catholic Church for pushing 
reform. Pico’s ideas of syncretism led to a conviction of heresy and he was 
excommunicated.  
   The Catholic Church was experiencing the consequences of the inven-
tion of the German Gutenberg printing press in addition to challenges to 

its authority. Manuscripts once laboriously written in Latin or Greek 
were now printed and available to more people in German, English, 
or French. Literacy rates began to increase.  On the winds of these 
events, our group encountered Martin Luther, who sparked the Ref-
ormation by nailing his 95 Theses on the church door in Wittenberg.  
His complaints of church practices and beliefs were rebuked by the 
Catholic Church.  Eventually he too was excommunicated in 1521.  
The Peace of Augsburg in 1555, a treaty with the Holy Roman Emper-
or Charles V, allowed German princes to decide the religious nature 
of each region under their control.  Consequently, some regions were 
Catholic in their practice while others were Lutheran.  We studied 
other Reformation leaders including Ulrich Zwingli of Switzerland 
(1484-1531), John Calvin of France (1509-1564), and John Knox of 
Scotland (1514-1572).
   Our group next turned to the English Reformation. During the reign 
of Henry VIII, a spiritual crisis erupted when the pope did not grant 
Henry an annulment from his first wife who produced no heir.  Re-
ligious and civil power were on full display with Henry asserting the 
divine right of kings.  Eventually, the Act of Succession and the Act of 
Supremacy were passed by parliament and Anglicanism was linked to 
the crown. 
   Our group then encountered the 16th-century Anabaptist move-
ment, consisting of Radical Reformers with beginnings in communi-
ties in Germany, Switzerland, and the Netherlands. Anabaptists be-
lieve in adult baptism rather than infant baptism.  Jakob Amman was 
a leader of the Amish, and Menno Simms (1496-1561) was a Dutch 
priest whose followers are the Mennonites.  Some Anabaptist-related 
groups in Virginia today include the Amish, Mennonite, and Breth-
ren.
   Clearly the Reformation, once begun, created a momentous world-
wide religious movement with many key figures. Future lectures will 
cover the Catholic Reformation, the 16th-century Spanish militant 
empire, the Holy Roman Empire, the Puritans, King James, and the 
English Civil War including the rules of Charles I & II and Oliver 
Cromwell. There is a lot of ground to cover.
   What have I observed after four sessions?   First, Christian history 
is dynamic, compelling, and replete with interesting facts.  Power and 
authority in the church, nobility, and political entities play a signifi-
cant part in the lives of citizens.  Influences and conditions change as 
churches grow and as creative thinkers emerge.  Clashes, wars, and 
uprisings occur when opposing views erupt and are not reasonably 
remedied.   I wonder about similarities between the past and present.   
   Having taken some time to look back at our history, I see more 
clearly now that we are called to live out our faith in love and harmo-
ny with our neighbors, family, and friends in our global society.  May 
we continue to improve the lives and health of all races and strive for 
justice and peace in a world critically wounded and demanding solu-
tions.  Let us learn from both the triumphs and failures of our past and 
go forward and shine a light and radiate hope and peace in the world.    

Zooming Through 
Christianity at St. John’s

Photo by Jim Loesel of a bronze sculpture of Martin Luther created by local artists 
Betty and Polly Branch and at Roanoke College.
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Please join the members of the Endowment 
Foundation Board by supporting the Out-
reach Committee’s St. Francis House Food 
Pantry Food Drive during Lent!

During this time of crisis, we all are aware of food insecurity among 
many in our community.  This year, more than ever, our neighbors 
need our help.  It is our hope you will join us in sharing your blessings 
with those who continue to suffer.  Please drop off non-perishable food 
outside the church office or in the narthex during Lent.  Your gifts are 
needed and will be greatly appreciated.

Many thanks!
Robert Brailsford, Carl Beck, Meg Carter, Kay Kelly, Forrest Moore, 
Tom Schroder, David Todd, Eric Long

Food Drive

By Al Cole

At the Diocesan Convention (January 29-31) the delegates 
were treated to a one-hour presentation by Whitney Parnell, 
CEO and founder of Service Never Sleeps (https://www.

serviceneversleeps.org/), a nonprofit organization which seeks to em-
power individuals and communities to catalyze social justice through 
service and allyship. 
   Whitney Parnell’s presentation was inspiring to me because it 
reminded me that every day brings new opportunities to be a better 
ally to the marginalized. 
   Who are the marginalized? The marginalized are groups that face 
discrimination and are socially disadvantaged when compared to the 
privileged. For example: They are people of color, people that are in-
digenous, people who are mentally or physically disabled, people who 
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, people who are poor, people 
who are unhoused, and women.
   In reality, no one person is completely privileged or completely 
marginalized. Whitney Parnell, who identifies as a black woman, 
knows what it feels like to be marginalized because of those two 
identities (black, woman), but she also knows what it is like to be 
privileged because she is able-bodied, neurotypical, heterosexual, and 
cisgendered. 

   It is not the responsibility of the marginalized to educate the privi-
leged on their marginalized identities. (However, I am grateful for 
those that do, like Whitney Parnell, because they expand my horizons 
and make me a better ally). It is, however, the responsibility of the 
privileged to counter discrimination and educate each other on the 
marginalized. This is what is known as allyship. 
   It is difficult to be an ally! It can be hard to speak up with a mixture 
of curiosity and love when someone you love is speaking hurtful 
words. It can be hard when someone calls you out on your hurtful 
words—it takes lots of humility and patience to unlearn bad habits. 
It can be heartbreaking and uplifting to learn how the marginalized 
throughout history shaped the world we live in today. 
   For those interested in diving deeper, the Diocese of Southwest-
ern Virginia will be offering allyship training with Whitney Parnell, 
which involves five weeks of virtual learning.  The class will meet for 
90 minutes at a set time each week.  The class requires another two 
hours of self-study that includes a little homework.
   The diocese hopes to have two classes in the spring, and two classes 
in the fall.  No dates or times have been set. Deacon Brian Hutcher-
son is gathering names of those interested in participating.  Email 
Brian at manyblessings55@gmail.com with your name and phone 
number if interested. 

Service Never Sleeps

We are thrilled to offer a presentation and Q&A with Dr. 
Dawn Rundman about how you can make Holy Week 
and Easter special for your family this year. Her talk 

is geared toward grandparents, parents, and caregivers of children 
or youth but all are welcome. Join her on March 22 from 6-7 p.m. 
on Zoom. Since 2002, Dr. Rundman has developed Bibles, Sunday 
School curriculum, and many other faith formation resources at 
Sparkhouse and Augsburg Fortress. Our children and youth at St. 
John’s use Sparkhouse material for their faith formation. Dr. Rund-
man has a Ph.D. in developmental psychology and is the author of 
Little Steps, Big Faith: How the Science of Early Childhood Develop-
ment Can Help You Grow Your Child’s Faith. To sign up go to St. 
John’s web site or email Chrissy Mortlock at cmortlock@stjohnsroa-
noke.org.   

Dr. Dawn Rundman 
Faith Formation

In the coming weeks, we will release a Holy Week and Easter sched-
ule through The Weekly Record, our weekly e-mail newsletter, and 
on our website. Palm Sunday is March 28. Easter is April 4.

Holy Week
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Hosanna! Children’s Palm Sunday Art
Palm Sunday marks Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem on his way to his crucifixion and ultimately resurrection. A 
few of our Sunday School children imagined what it was like.

Pictured above: Sisters Daphne and Blair share 
their Palm Sunday art. Blair drew a portrait of the 
donkey Jesus rode into Jerusalem, surrounded by 
palm fronds. Daphne drew a multitude of people 
welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem.

Pictured above: Sisters Savannah and Sadie drew Jesus on a sunny day and a starry 
night. Someone in the crowd cries out, “Hosanna,” in Savannah’s drawing, while palms 
line Jesus’ path in Sadie’s drawing.

Pictured above: Ezra drew Jesus on his don-
key surrounded by crowds laying down their 
cloaks and palms to praise the Messiah. 

Pictured above: Anna Belle’s Jesus 
is greeted by a disciple’s mouth agape 
praising Jesus and waving a palm.
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Harbingers of Hope
Pictured here are some of St. John’s teachers and medical workers getting their vaccines. While we know not everyone can 
get their vaccines now and it is difficult to wait, we rejoice for those that have been vaccinated, and hope that many more 
will be vaccinated soon.

Pictured above: Dr. Laura Garden holds up her vaccine card.

Pictured above: Teacher Shelley Long 
getting the vaccince.

Pictured above: Teacher Stephen 
Belderes after getting the vaccine.

Pictured above: Nurse Charlotte Simmonds. She wrote, “This vaccine was particularly impor-
tant to me as I am currently in the UK for two months nursing my mother back to health after 
chemotherapy. I wanted to protect her and other vulnerable people, including my patients, as 
much as possible. I also can’t wait to send the kids back to school and church! This vaccine con-
tributes to my hope for a more normal future.”

Pictured above: Nurse practitioner Anne Logan Bass. “So excited to do 
my part to end this pandemic!” #notthrowingawaymyshot
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Sign up to receive e-communications, which includes a weekly e-mail with links to Morning Prayer and the accompanying worship bulletin. 
Visit the St. John’s web site and subscribe in the box in the lower right corner or contact Evan Hines at ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org. Subscribe to 
St. John’s YouTube. Register for 10 a.m. Sunday in-person worship services at stjohnsroanoke.org/register.

People in the Parish
Death
Andrew Bockner on February 18, 2021.

Transfer In
Ann Peck from St. Anthony on the Desert Episcopal Church, Scottsdale, Az. on February 12, 2021.

Transfers Out
Teddy and Terry Adkins to Holy Cross Faith Memorial Episcopal Church, Pawleys Island, Sc. on February 12, 2021.
Rebecca Watson and Elizabeth Peterson to Broadmoor United Methodist Church, Shreveport, La. on February 12, 2021.

It’s Time to Order 
Your Easter Flowers

Remember or honor a loved one with flowers this Easter! Make your check payable to St. John’s Episcopal Church 
for $20, and send to the church, attention Deb Neff. Order form can also be found online at stjohnsroanoke.org. 

In memory of (PLEASE PRINT):  ______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

In thanksgiving for (PLEASE PRINT):   __________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Given by:  _____________________________________
 

PLEASE NOTE:  March 26 is the last date on which 
we can accept forms and publish the names you request in the Easter Sunday leaflets.


