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By the Rev. Eric Long

One of the first classes I had at seminary was a survey course on 
the Old Testament. It was the first time I was introduced to Wal-
ter Brueggemann, a renowned Biblical scholar. His impact on my 

formation was dramatic and thus I am not surprised that my interaction 
with Brueggemann’s scholarship has been ongoing over the twenty-eight 
years since. St. John’s has a history with him as well. Brueggemann was one 
of our Dodson lecturers, and we used his work in our most recent adult 
Christian education course on the ancient prophets of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures and how they continue to speak to our contemporary culture. 
   The prophets are best thought of as divinely commissioned ambassadors 
of an alternative vision for the world. They upend the common concep-
tions of society, particularly those held by the purveyors of the status quo. 
Having lived generally outside the power structures of their day, their voic-
es continue today to “erupt” in order to “disrupt,” as Brueggemann puts it. 

They turn our assumptions of the world upside down, contending 
that too often those assumptions lack moral coherence. Emphasiz-
ing that God is actively calling us to a new way of being human, the 
prophets undermine all systems where it is everyone for themselves, 
where those with power and control generally win. Such a world 
is often maintained through violence. The prophets see a possible 
world where the lion lies with the lamb and swords are beaten into 
plowshares, as outlandish as that sounds in our shortsighted belief 
systems of what is possible. But they believe the seemingly impos-
sible is possible because God is an active agent and as such, God 
insists that how we treat one another—how we live faithfully with 
each other and before God—means nothing less than the life or 
death of the world. 
   Mostly being poets, they proclaim images of our world as God 
would have it to be. Much like when Jesus spoke of the Kingdom of 
God as an alternative to the kingdoms of our world, the prophets 
suggest that the ways of God are an open possibility for us all. 
   This means the people of God are not disconnected from the 
world or just passing through on the way to heaven. We are engaged 
and invested, only our work within the world is far different from 
that which the political and societal power holders would have us 
believe. Brueggemann points out that modern conservatives and 
liberals futilely try to lasso the prophets into their agendas, but in 
doing so miss the point: The prophets are beyond our policy deci-
sions and rarely get into those sorts of minute details. Rather, they 
speak in broader terms of what a just, merciful, abundant, God-
shaped world looks like, meaning they speak to the times in which 
we live, but from altitude. Their call is not to change our political 
party, but rather to move us beyond those narrow conceptions so 
we might conceive the world and who we are in it in imaginatively 
new ways. The only reason we could have the audacity to believe in 
such revisioning is their insistence that God is the main actor in the 
world. While those clinging to the world as it is crush our possibili-
ties for difference, God is working to liberate us to inhabit a new 
way of being human with each other. 
   Over my ministry, I have been challenged by great Biblical schol-
ars such as Walter Brueggemann who blow apart every shallow, 
narrow, foreclosed notion of the world that I am tempted to believe 
to be a given. Actually, it is not the scholars who are responsible 
for that, but rather the prophets of the Bible through whom, as the 
Nicene Creed proclaims, the Holy Spirit has spoken. They speak 
still if we will listen. 
   The prophets were largely ignored and prosecuted in their own 
day. People just could not believe in that much possibility. The 
question for us is if we can. Believing in God’s agency in the world, 
I pray we can.                    

  See page 6 for more on prophetic voices. 

Peaceable Kingdom by John August Swanson, 1994. From Art in the Christian Tradition, 
a project of the Vanderbilt Library.

  Visions of a 
               New Way
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Congratulations and 
Godspeed, Seniors!

Class of 2021

Elizabeth Bourlakas
Lucy Burnett
Stella Burnett

Daniel Alexander Byrnes
Anias Clark

Emily Howard Clark
Steven Carter Arledge Cole
Thomas Brady Arledge Cole

Benjamin Chilton Collier
Reagan Davis

Robert Grey Gurley
 Jackson Haskins

 Julia Anne H’Doubler
Kemper Caroline John

Anna Todd Kemper
Anne Alston Lee

Anna Randolph Light
Megan Elsa McGinnis

John West McNally
Benjamin Thomas Schroeder

 Rowan Pendergraph
Sarah Haskins Riddle

Chloe Elizabeth Roberts
Taylor Shonhor

Margaret King Tower
Gabriel John Zappia

The middle and high school youth groups were recently asked, 
“What does it mean to be the church, to be St. John’s?” These 
were the words that came to their minds!

Congratulations to the graduating St. John’s 
high school seniors of 2021. May God bless 
you and keep you always!
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Senior Voices
Megan McGinnis 

My family joined St. John's when I was going into 2nd grade. My parents signed me up 
for the children's choir program, and lots of my early memories of St. John's involve 
singing with Mr. Mike! I also remember everyone's fascination with the different choir 

crosses and how much we looked forward to "leveling up" each year with a new cross. One last early 
memory is being a part of the St. John's production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat back in 4th grade, when I took my role as one of the wives very seriously. I had completely 
forgotten about the play until I heard one of the songs in a video somewhere and realized that I still 
knew all of the words.
   [Before I was confirmed] I remember going to the morning services instead of the 5pm Gathering 
service that my family normally attends. I would also usually go by myself, which was new for me! 
Confirmation felt like a big step towards actively choosing to be involved in my faith.
   Although I never got the chance to go on a summer mission trip, I went on the Grace House day 
trip in December for a few years, where we delivered Christmas presents and treats to families in the 
area. We had so much fun trading stories and conversation with the people we visited.
   Next year I will be attending Duke and running for the women's track & field team! I'm not sure what I want to major in but hope to continue 
taking Spanish classes and figure the rest out along the way. There are tons of options when it comes to a campus ministry and the iconic Duke 
Chapel is right in the middle of campus!
   I owe a huge thank you to the St. John's community! It has been amazing to grow up in a church where the people are so unfailingly kind and 
supportive. 

Sarah Riddle

My family joined 
St. John’s as soon 
as we moved here 

thirteen years ago when I was 
five. I started acolyting when I 
was five. My earliest memory 
was carrying the book down 
the aisle. The thing I remem-
ber most about confirmation 
is that it was the first time I re-
ally thought about my faith and 
specifically what it meant to me, 
whereas before my involvement 
was being with family. Confir-
mation is your entrance into the 
church and your membership.

   I’ve been on four mission trips; 
that’s probably my favorite thing I’ve done at the church. I’ve really enjoyed that. 
Specifically, I remember every time at the end the people that we had helped 
would have a meal with us at Grace House or wherever we were staying. Having a 
good conversation with them and sharing a meal. We came together and church 
brought us together. 
   I’m going to UVA. I’m really excited. I haven’t specifically looked into campus 
ministry. I do have some friends who want to be involved with church. It’s some-
thing I’ll definitely look into!
   New youth coordinator Megan-Drew Benfield also went to UVA and lived at Can-
terbury House, the Episcopal campus ministry at many university and college cam-
puses. Reach out to Megan-Drew if you’d like to hear more about Canterbury House.

Margaret Tower

My family joined St. John’s when we moved here 
in summer of 2010, but my Dad grew up here 
in Roanoke and was confirmed at St. John’s in 

1982. My confirmation classes are what first encouraged me 
to become more involved with St. John’s. I learned about 
and developed in my faith as well as developed friendships 
with other kids in my confirmation class that encouraged 
me to begin attending youth group on a regular basis. 
   My favorite mission trip memories are Tray teaching me 
to use a power saw on the Grace House mission trip in 2018 
while we were building a wheelchair ramp and then two 
years later [working at] Restoration Housing.
   I’m heading to the University of Virginia in the fall and 
I am planning to be involved with my campus ministry. I 
made so many friends and have so many great memories 
because of St. John’s and I will miss it so much next year.



Children’s Chapel and Holy Moly Sunday School
Sundays, June 6-September 5: 9:45 a.m.
From 9:45 until the Peace, children Pre-K through 5th grade are 
invited to Children’s Chapel and Holy Moly Sunday school in the 
parish hall. We are so excited to be able to offer Children's forma-
tion in person again. We will maintain all the warmth and fun, 
while practicing COVID-19 safety. 

Child Care Center
We are happy to announce that the Child Care Center will be open 
for babies to 3 years old for the 10 a.m. service! COVID-19 safety 
guidelines will be followed. Pre-registration will be required.

The Mustard Seed
Subscribe to the St. John’s family and children’s weekly e-newslet-
ter to receive simple tips for faith formation at home.

5th Grade Sunday School Graduation 
and Middle School Youth Group Intro
June 4, 2021; 6-7 p.m.
We will celebrate St. John’s 5th graders’ graduation from Whirl 
Lectionary and Holy Moly Sunday School and launch them into 
the St. John’s middle school youth group. They will get a chance to 
meet St. John’s new youth coordinator, Megan-Drew Benfield, be-
fore attending the first summer middle school youth group event 
a week later.  

Parents’ Night Out: Bricks 4 Kidz
June 18, 2021; 6-8 p.m.
Children will meet from 6-8 p.m. to hear a Bible story and build 
the story’s characters and scenes with Legos. 

Parents’ Night Out: Movie Night
August 20, 2021
Children will meet from 6-8 p.m. at the church for a movie and 
dinner. 

Contact Christine Mortlock, cmortlock@stjohnsroanoke.org, for 
more information.

Summer Offerings at St. John’s
Children’s Offerings

Youth Offerings
Middle School Outdoor Event, June 12
Spend an afternoon on the water. We’ll enjoy the river and the company for 
some summer fellowship!

High School Outdoor Event, June 26
Spend an afternoon on the water. We’ll enjoy the river and the company for 
some summer fellowship!

High School Mission Trip, July 5 - 10
Join us at Grace on the Mountain in St. Paul, Virginia. We’ll learn practical 
skills like teamwork and basic carpentry, as well as finding opportunities 
for summer fun together!

Middle School Mission Day, July 17
We’re heading out into the community to learn how we can put our faith 
into action. Join us as we put the star in Star City!

Middle and High School Fellowship & Fun, August date TBD
We’re going to Hollywood! Or at least to the movies. Details TBA: a movie 
and ice cream…Did someone say Grandin?

Contact Megan-Drew Benfield, mdbenfield@stjohnsroanoke.org, for more 
information.
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St. John's Summer Music Camp
for rising 1st thru 6th graders
Tuesday thru Friday, July 6-9
9 am - 12 noon each day, in person
Register at stjohnsroanoke.org

St. John's Choir Garden Sings
Wednesday, July 7, 6-7 p.m. (rain date - Saturday, July 10, 10-11 a.m.)
Wednesday, August 4, 6-7 p.m. (rain date - Saturday, August 7, 10-11 a.m.)
Guests are welcome!

Contact Mike Milam, mmilam@stjohnsroanoke.org, for more information.

Red Cross Blood Drive
June 2 and August 4, 12-6 p.m., parish hall
Call 1-800-RED CROSS to schedule an appointment.

St. John’s Book Club
6:30 p.m. All are welcome.
June 3: Carnegie’s Maid by Marie Benedict 
July 1: The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman 
August 5: Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad  
September 2: The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel 
Contact the Rev. Mary Mackin, mkruetten@gmail.com, for more 
information. 

Annual Parish Picnic 
August 22, 11:15 a.m., garden/parish hall
One last hurrah before school starts up again – dress casual for 
church and come after the 10 a.m. service – bring a side dish or 
dessert (church will provide chicken), lawn chairs, blankets, and 
sunscreen!

Music Offerings

Other Offerings

Adult Sunday School

Scripture: From Interpretation to Proclamation
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in Room 203
We continue our learning through the summer on Sunday morn-
ings, with a weekly conversation with our preachers exploring each 
week’s scripture readings.
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By Dr. Jennifer K. Berenson

The Hebrew prophets can be daunting to read. Just being writ-
ten in poetic form is a hurdle for many of us. But even more 
difficult is the near constant imagery of doom and destruction. 

For those of us who hold firm to a belief in a loving and forgiving God, 
what are we to make of these shrill and abrasive voices in our Scripture? 
On Wednesday evenings in April and May, a group of us from St. John’s 
watched a video series entitled Embracing the Prophets, featuring Wal-
ter Brueggemann, a widely published scholar of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
Brueggemann opens up for modern readers a compelling way of under-
standing the prophets and invites us to engage the world in the same way 
as the prophets did.
   Brueggemann situates the prophets in a dialogic understanding of 
the Mosaic covenant. Usually, we don’t think about God’s covenant as 
an act of dialogue—we usually think of the communication as going in 
one direction: from God to us. True. Yet Brueggemann uses “dialogic” 
to describe the ongoing attempt (and failure) of God’s people to live up 
to those behavioral expectations. This is the great “if ”: “If you obey me, 
then [insert good things] will happen; if you do not obey me, then [in-
sert terrible things] will happen” (Deut 28). This all sounds rather condi-
tional and horribly stark—especially as we know that the latter situation 
is frequent in human history. Brueggemann though, puts the law and 
that great “if ” into the narrative context of the Torah (Genesis through 
Deuteronomy), where we learn that the “if ” is tempered by God’s con-
tinual choice to love and redeem his people despite their failings. So, 
our experience of God and the covenant is dialogic—a continuing cycle 
of failure and forgiveness—rather than simply conditional, with a final 
outcome in one direction or the other.
   For Brueggemann, the prophets are part of this dialogic experience of 
Israel. The prophets spoke in and to a civilization that under King Solo-
mon had become part of a globalized economy, where accumulation of 

wealth was sought at any cost, including violence against one’s neighbor. 
Israel, the prophets asserted, had ignored the great “if,” and its political 
and aristocratic leadership were living as if there was no moral account-
ability and no consequences for their actions. Brueggemann describes 
this culture as “narcotized” by the misguided belief that God has made 
them invulnerable. It is to this world that the prophets speak, and to be 
heard, Brueggemann suggests, they must use the seemingly outrageous, 
imaginative language of destruction and judgment. 
   Brueggemann asks us to be patient with the prophets’ inflammatory 
rhetoric and to see it as a choice of desperation intended to penetrate the 
deep denial of a culture obsessed with production and consumption of 
goods. And rather than understanding the prophetic oracles as predic-
tive prophecy that should have a one-to-one correspondence with actual 
outcomes, we ought to see the prophets as engaging in an imaginative 
portrayal of just how life-destroying disregard for one’s neighbor actual-
ly is. This supernatural language of judgment is intended to invite us into 
seeing that oppression of others holds the seeds of its own destruction 
and that injustice is ultimately unsustainable. 
   Brueggemann also urges us to see that the prophets speak to us today 
in our own situation. Recorded in 2011, he warns us of the church’s col-
lusion with the misguided belief in American Exceptionalism (the belief 
that the U.S. is morally different from and superior to other nations) 
and with an economy that values production over people. And not only 
do the prophets of old still speak, but Brueggemann invites us to see 
that even today outsiders to the religious and political establishment (as 
most of the Hebrew prophets were themselves) engage in similar poetic 
practices, full of harsh rhetoric that is intended to wake us up from our 
stupor and realize the harm we do to each other when we pursue gain 
without regard for human life. These seeming outsiders may well hold 
the key to reminding us that there is still time to make better choices, 
time to learn, time to repent. We will do well not to ignore these voices, 
as uncomfortable as they may be.

Prophetic 
        Voices

Jeremiah sits amidst the rubble of Jerusalem, after its siege and destruction in 
586 B.C. Lithograph by B. Weiss after E.J.F. Bendemann. Wellcome Collection.
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Fun at St. John’s!
Spring saw St. John’s enjoying fun activities both indoors and out.

Clockwise from below: Elizabeth and other Pre-Youth 
Groupers frolicked at Sara Brooks’ horse farm back in April; Jo-
nah smiled (with his eyes) at Parents’ Night Out; Megan-Drew 
led the youth group in a fast-paced game of Zip, Zap; Chrissy 
read a Berenstain Bears book to a captive audience; Pre-Youth 
Groupers zipped through the threes at Tree Top Quest at Ex-
plore Park in May.
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Sign up to receive e-communications, which includes a weekly e-mail with links to Morning Prayer and the accompanying worship bulletin. 
Visit the St. John’s web site and subscribe in the box in the lower right corner or contact Evan Hines at ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org. Subscribe 
to St. John’s YouTube. 

People in the Parish

Weddings
Victoria Todd-Linkous and Marc Linkous, daughter of David and Stace Todd, sister of Blake and Trey Todd, on May 1, 2021.
Linda Bowden and Bruce Thomas, mother of Jeff Bowden and Jayci Bowden Page, on May 21, 2021.
Laura Johnson and Michael Delgado, daughter of Barbara and Boyd Johnson, sister of David and Cameron Johnson, on May 22, 2021. 
Baptisms
Margot Olivia Thomas, daughter of Tilly Koll and Jacob Thomas, granddaughter of Chris and Kathie Koll, on May 23, 2021.
Alice Kimball Bickley, daughter of Kathryn and Glenn Bickley, sister of Benjamin Bickley, granddaughter of Ben and Kathy Temple, great-
granddaughter of Mary Lou Temple, on May 30, 2021.
Birth
James Hugh Lindsay, son of Jane and Cameron Lindsay, on April 25, 2021.
Deaths
Lilian Hagan, mother of Barbara Johnson, mother-in-law of Boyd Johnson, grandmother of Laura Delgado, David and Cameron Johnson, on 
May 25, 2021.
Ellen Finley Andrews Hunter, mother of Charles Hunter III and Ellen Hunter Vinson, mother-in-law of Joan Hunter, grandmother of Charlie 
Hunter IV, John Hunter, Ellen Finley Andrews Vinson, and Hunter Vinson, on May 20, 2021.

Worship Changes Beginning on June 6
   In accordance with the new guidelines provided by the CDC and the Commonwealth of Virginia, beginning Sunday, June 6, St. John’s will:
• Lift attendance restrictions on our worship services and not require registration.
• Ask people who are not fully inoculated to wear masks while allowing those who have finished their full vaccination schedule to make a 

personal decision regarding wearing a mask.
• Allow congregational singing with the caveat that if you are not fully vaccinated, you should wear a mask, and refrain from singing.
• Open our children’s ministry programs and Child Care Center with nursery. Our staff will all have been vaccinated and because young 

children cannot be vaccinated, we will adhere to masking and distancing restrictions for our children.
   As you notice, much of the responsibility is shifting to our members to make decisions based upon their vaccination status and level of com-
fort. What we ask is for people to be kind to one another and respectful that we are not all on the same page regarding our levels of risk aversion. 
Readjusting to church life together will take time and we need to be gentle in dealing with one another. 
   We are thrilled to welcome you home to St. John’s!


