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April Retreat: Two 
Reflections on Friendship

The Community Youth Program at St. 
John’s is celebrating its 20th anniversa-
ry in 2018-2019, and “we couldn’t have 

done it without you!” says Jackie Smith, execu-
tive director. “The CYP staff and volunteers, 
children and families are forever grateful to 
the St. John’s parishioners and clergy who used 
their dedication to the community to set the 
groundwork for what is now a thriving after-
school program.”
   An estimated 500 students have passed 
through the halls of St. John’s, taking away with
them new skills they will need for successful 
futures. CYP’s goals: “to be a community leader 
in fostering success through holistic wellness, 
enrichment style activities and improved aca-
demics. 
   “Now it’s time for our physical space to match 
the excellence in our program.” This summer, 
CYP begins an extensive renovation of its 
space.
   CYP has partnered with Cindy Petersen, ex-
ecutive director of the Taubman Museum of 
Art, and Chris Clemmer, CEO of Barrows Inc., 
to develop the educational concept, integrating 
key facets of CYP’s programming: community 
and church partnerships, parent engagement, 
educational enhancement and a focus on the 
arts, STEM, health and nutrition.
   “The layout and design of an after-school 
space offers students important cues and is 
a reflection of values,” says Smith. The idea: 
when the environment matches the develop-
mental characteristics of students, 

     Continued on page 3 

CYP Turns 20, 
Launches Summer 
Renovation Project

At the end of April, 29 of us gathered by Smith Mountain Lake to eat, drink, laugh, 
talk and simply be together. The first night, as we selected temporary tattoos to 
start off our time together, I looked at all of the options on the table and a small 

infinity sign caught my eye. Within the symbol was the word kindness, written in small 
cursive letters. After my annual announcement that these last for a week (and to think twice 
before putting it on your forehead), I chose neverending kindness. Kindness in the midst of 
infinity, on the inside of my wrist. 
   This year, we talked about friendship. We talked about what makes a good friend and how 
important a good friend is. We talked about how we struggle sometimes to be that good 
friend, and how we might be better. We talked about how friendships influence our faith 
and how our faith can so deeply influence our relationships. 
   I found myself glancing at my new tattoo more often. What makes a good friend? A lot of 
things, but kindness is right up there. Kindness is something everyone deserves, and kind-
ness is something everyone can give. Every time I looked at my wrist, I was reminded of 
how important kindness is, and how I often fall short of it in my own relationships. By the

 Continued on page 3 
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Rachel Held Evans died on May 4, 2019 at age 37. You’re either 
grieving this “fearless seeker of truth and servant of Jesus” ac-
cording to Bishop Curry or you’ve never heard of her. Google 

her.  
   I “met” Rachel Held Evans in a journey group last fall, reading her 
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again. 
This spring I joined another journey group, reading Shameless: A Sex-
ual Reformation by the Reverend Nadia Bolz-Weber, Rachel’s friend 
who gave the Dodson Lecture at St. John’s in 2017. These two women 
were shaking up the church with their emphasis on radical acceptance 
and grace. 
   Rachel and Nadia hosted their fifth and final Why Christian Confer-
ence at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco April 5-6, which coincided 
with a visit to my sister – a chance to spend two days listening to these 
two amazing women! Off we went and for two days we soaked up 
the insight, humor, joy, energy and welcome of this unlikely pair of 
authentic “evangelists” (I’d like to help reclaim that word for Episco-
palians).
   Nadia opened the conference with a welcome and confessed that she 
hadn’t prepared an opening talk but Rachel had. That pretty much set 
the stage. If you’d heard Nadia at St. John’s,  you’d seen this towering, 
tattooed, sometimes foul-mouthed Lutheran minister veer off of her 
assigned topic of Luther and read about sex from the not-yet-pub-
lished manuscript of Shameless (and she was brilliant). 
   Rachel began to share why she was a Christian, coming onstage, 
confessing that she would have been scared of Nadia in high school. 
She would have invited Nadia to “meet me at the pole” (evangelicals 
meet at the flagpole before school to pray). Rachel was president of the 
Bible Club. And, she told us, at each of the previous four Why Chris-
tian Conferences she’d either been “pumping or pregnant” (this year, 
her husband Dan was looking after her toddler and almost-one-year-

old back in Tennessee).
   Rachel was funny, 
warm, self-deprecating, 
approachable. She was 
short and soft and wore 
those long flowy sweaters 
we like that hide bumps 
and lumps. You’d want 
her for a sister, a niece, a 
friend, a neighbor. You felt like you could tell her your story and she’d 
be interested. She cared so darn much about the gospel, for including 
everyone in God’s embrace. I’ve been in the Episcopal church forever 
and Rachel was helping me look at faith and the church in a fresh way.
   I took lots of notes as she spoke. Someday her opening talk will be 
available, but for now, here is some of what I caught.
   “I am Christian because of women.”
   “We are here because Mary said ‘yes.’” 
   “Easter is not as compelling as incarnation.”
   “God trusted women for survival.”
   Rachel reminded us that God was once an infant, and that we don’t 
like to think of God needing to be physically cared for. This, from a 
woman whose baby girl was across the country, whose husband was 
holding down the fort. Rachel was keenly aware that God needed 
Mary to take care of Him.
   “I am a Christian because women stuck around. It was the Sabbath 
and they were worried – ‘Who will help us roll away the stone?’”
   “I am a Christian because of the rich, comforting theology of God.”  
   The conference was wonderful. Bittersweet because it was the last 

Continued on Page 6 

Remembering 
Rachel Held Evans
A reflection by Jenny Fife

Jenny Fife took the above photo of Evans greeting a friend 
during a book signing at April’s conference.
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CYP from page 1 

including active play and quiet zones, outdoor and indoor ex-
periences, socialization and independent pursuits, students feel 
valued and can flourish. 
   Those spaces are part of the plan for the new CYP space, which 
will incorporate furniture and a design that allows for an active, 
continually evolving learning environment. The modernized 
CYP space will include fresh coats of paint, warm pops of color, 
new flooring that brightens the room, contemporary tables and 
chairs and large amounts of storage space. 
   The project is being funded by generous private donations, 
gifts in-kind and targeted fundraising by the CYP Board. CYP 
staff are excited to break ground on this new chapter in the up-
coming month and a grand opening is planned for the fall. 
   Contact Jackie Smith, 540-309-6321, or visit cyproanoke.org to 
find out how to contribute to this project or be involved in other 
ways with CYP’s work.

Women’s Retreat from Page 1

time my tattoo rubbed off, I had formed a new intention to put kindness at the fore-
front of my own friendships: Always Kindness.                                           
    I wonder which tattoo you would have picked. Would it have been abundance 
scrawled on the top of your foot, or maybe It’s ok to not be ok on your forearm? Thank-
ful, or love on your calf, or perhaps even I am enough in the center of your chest.  
   What word do you need to dwell on as the summer begins? Do you need a daily re-
minder of the abundance that God provides us? Do you need a reminder that, even in 
the depths of annoyance, to be kind? Do you need to trust more, or love more deeply? 
Maybe you’re not ok, and need to know that’s ok. Or maybe you need the simplicity of 
the words “I am enough.” What word would speak to you in this very moment?

—The Reverend Whitney Burton

We worship a God who said, “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will 

give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)
   God never said, “Come to me, but with this proviso: 
don’t approach me until you’ve got all your ducks in a 
row and then maybe, just maybe, we will talk.” 
   Come as you are. In this year’s women’s retreat, we 
discussed how coming to friendships as we are – in 
our authenticity and vulnerability — is important to 
forming, deepening and sustaining them.
   This approach is no less important to our friendship 
with God. We only need come as we are with God, 
our good shepherd. We don’t have to present our best 
selves, our mastery of this or that or our good deeds 
to God and hope, only then, that God will love us. 
Nor do we need hide our shame, failings or disap-
pointments from our God. It’s the tax collector who 
beat his breast and cried out, “Have mercy on me, a 
sinner” who draws close to God (Luke 18:13). It’s the 
hemorrhaging woman who pleads, “if I but touch his 
clothes, I will be made well,” who is healed by Jesus 
(Mark 5:28).
   Jesus met and loved people as they were: people who 
were sick with leprosy and fever, people who were par-
alyzed, people who were blind and mute; and his dis-
ciples, who doubted and were afraid – all people who 
were just like you and me. Jesus unequivocally meets 
and loves today all who approach him just as they are. 
   We can turn to God in confession, in thanksgiving, 
in adoration, and be assured we are met with a love 
that surpasses all understanding. 

—Christine Mortlock



Worship with us at the Gathering 
on Sunday evenings. 

You don’t have to change out of your
flip-flops. After a week at the beach or a 
day at the pool, come as you are to our 
weekly evening Gathering service at 5:00, 
with acoustic music, Eucharist and words to 
inspire the week to come!

Welcome 
to Summer!

Summer Music Camp
July 8-12, 8:30 a.m.-noon

         
For rising 1st through 6th graders. No registration fee. Snacks 
and recreation provided daily. Visit St. John’s website to register.

Youth Events
    

Movie Night
June 13, carpool from St. John’s at 6:30 p.m.

Kanuga Youth Week
June 16-21

iCan Shine Volunteer Project
July 8-12. Volunteers need to be 15 years or older.  

11:40-12:55; carpool from St. John’s at  11:15, return/pickup at 1:15
Middle School Mission Trip

July 14-18 at the Trinity Center in Salter Path, N.C.
High School Mission Trip

July 21-27 in Wilmington, N.C. (post-hurricane recovery) 
Red Sox Baseball Night

August 2, 6:30 p.m. carpool from St. John’s or meet at stadium at 6:50
Pool Party and Cookout

August 25, 5:45 p.m. carpool from St. John’s 
or meet at Milams’ at 6 p.m.; 8 p.m. pickup at Milams’ 

Tray Light at tlight@stjohnsroanoke.org

Bricks 4 Kidz Lego Nights 
Ages 4 and up; May 31 and August 10, 6-8:30 p.m.

Cost is $10, dinner is provided! Childcare available for ages 0-3.
Contact Christine Mortlock at cmortlock@stjohnsroanoke.org
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Family Get-Togethers

Family Night: Bring Your Own 
Picnic in the Garden

June 27, 6 p.m.
Game Night

August 1, 6 p.m. (Childcare available)
Annual Parish Picnic at Fishburn Park

August 18, 12 p.m.
Celebration Sunday

September 8

Fine Wines
St. John’s group for retirees and 60-plus

June 12 
Barter Theatre in Abingdon to see Exit Laughing 

August 18 
Garth Newel Music Center in Bath County

The Reverend Mary Mackin, 
mmackin@stjohnsroanoke.org

St. John’s Book Club
In the conference room at 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 6: Educated by Tara Westover
Thursday, July 11: Pachinko by Min Jin Lee

The Reverend Mary Mackin, 
mmackin@stjohnsroanoke.org

Diner en Blanc

Join us at an exclusive secret location on the 
evening of Saturday, June 1, to raise money 

for CYP! Tickets are $35 per person. 
Contact cyp@stjohnsroanoke.org to RSVP.

Women at the Well
Potlucks June 13, July 11, August 13 at 6 p.m.

In July, bring new or gently used books (pre-school 
or school-age) to donate to a local children’s agency. 

The Reverend Whitney Burton, 
wburton@stjohnsroanoke.org

El Camino de Santiago 
Pilgrimage Meeting

June 5, 6 p.m.; library

The Reverend David Olson is holding an informal 
information session for anyone interested in learn-
ing more about the May 13-29, 2020 pilgrimage.

Red Cross Blood Drive
June 5, 12-6 p.m., parish hall

Call 1-800-RED CROSS to schedule an appointment. No. 6 • June 2019 • The Record | 5



Reflections: Diocesan  
Spring Youth Event

On May 3-5, 2019 a number of our youth went to Camp Bethel for dioc-
esan Spring Youth Event (SYE), a weekend retreat where fifth through 
eighth graders can explore their faith and God’s love for us with other 

Episcopalians from all over southwestern Virginia. The event is led by the Youth 
Mission Team, including a number of St. John’s high school youth. This year’s 
theme was True Colors, encouraging participants to show who they truly are 
knowing that God’s love encourages us to embrace those true colors that make us 
unique. —Tray Light
   Nora Terrill: Spring Youth Event is always an event I look forward to. It is our 
last youth event of the program year and there are always a lot of new YMT and 
participants at this event. 
   My favorite memory from SYE this year was the talent show. This was our sec-
ond year doing a talent show and dance party after worship. After the talent show 
we all ran onstage and gathered in a circle and sang “Country Roads” and “Don’t 
Stop Believin’” at the top of our lungs. This circle quickly turned into a full-on 
dance party. We were so loud that all of Camp Bethel could hear us!
   Jackson Wills: My favorite memory from SYE was the labyrinth worship. It was 
very peaceful and I enjoyed reading and reflecting on all of the positive messages 
from the YMT, such as “Don’t be discouraged.” The prayer afterward by our clergy 
leader was also very moving.

   The dark and candlelit room added to the mood of the lab-
yrinth perfectly. Out of all of the worships I have attended, 
this one was by far my favorite and I would love to see it used 
again. The other kids at the worship were great, everybody 
felt at peace as well and we were very calm and tranquil. The 
twists and turns of the labyrinth represented the doubts that 
we can have about our true colors, and the YMT messages 
reminded us that our true colors are beautiful. Reaching the 
center of the labyrinth, it felt as if the long journey was com-
plete and that everyone else also knew that their true colors 
were beautiful as well. The labyrinth worship was my favor-
ite SYE experience.

Top Ten Reasons to Sing 
with the Summer Choir

10. It’s a better place to sing than in the shower.
9. No audition or long-term commitment.
8. You don’t have to worry about what you wear to church. 
We give you a robe!
7. Walking and singing simultaneously is good coordination 
training.
6. The view is even better from the chancel.
5. No kneeling required.
4. We throw awesome parties.
3. You meet wonderful, interesting people.
2. You become part of WORSHIP.
1. When you sing, you pray twice.

Did you ever think you might want to sing in the choir? If so, 
summer is a great time to give it a try. We rehearse at 9 a.m. 
before the 10:00 service. Each week is independent of the 
others, and there is no long-term commitment. Questions? 
Contact Mike Milam, 343-9341 or via e mail, mmilam@st-
johnsroanoke.org.
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Rachel Held Evans from page 2 

one. Speakers came from across the gender continuum, budding theologians 
who were answering that question, Why Christian? By April, Nadia had ended 
her pastoral ministry, had transitioned to yoga from crossfit, and was speak-
ing more often to wellness groups than religious groups. Rachel was also mov-
ing on, planning to lead a conference in October in Colorado, Evolving Faith. 
   Some people had attended all five conferences and had the stack of wrist 
bands to prove it. The final Eucharist was glorious – a completely open invita-
tion to all humans.  I’d gone with my 80-year-old sister, my gay soon-to-be-
step-niece and the mother of her grandson, who breezily announced that she 
was pansexual. And none of that mattered. We were in that gorgeous cathe-
dral where we’d hung out for two days singing, hearing testimony, meeting 
amazing people.
   One of my most vivid memories was that of Nadia folding Rachel in a big 
hug, towering over this mighty woman who was in the midst of raising babies, 
writing, going to conferences, mentoring young theologians, exploding the 
Gospel and expanding it to include all.
   The conference ended on Saturday, April 6. By April 12, Rachel had the flu 
and was asking for prayers (if we were the praying type!) from the hospital, 
through social media. Her condition worsened with a perfect storm of mala-
dies and by May 4 she was gone. 
   You can read about her in the Washington Post, The New York Times, the New 
Yorker. Her online community uses words like heartbroken. We grieve for her 
babies, her husband. We’ve lost a prophetic voice too soon. We’ve lost a sister.
   So when I look at St. John’s beautiful stained glass window with the Marys 
and the angel over the tomb, I’ll always remember Rachel’s words: “I’m a 
Christian because of women. Women stuck around. They showed up.”



St. John’s in May

Clockwise from top left: Pre-YG rock climbing trip; conversations at the annual 
women’s retreat; Lessons and Anthems service at the Gathering; Michael Hibben 
and Pepper visiting CYP and ECW from Roanoke County Public Library; WSLS 
Channel 10 interviewing David Olson about Habitat for Humanity.

Photo: Tray Light
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Summer Sunday 
Worship Schedule
8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am. 
Summer Sunday School
9:45 am. 
Children’s Chapel
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:15 a.m.  
Cookies and lemonade in the garden
5:00 p.m. 
The Gathering Eucharist

Child Care Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
and 4:30-6:30 p.m. (ages 0 through grade 5)

Send us your news!
We like to communicate St. John’s programming well 
in advance, so please send information a minimum 
of two editions ahead. Deadlines for submissions to 
The Record are noon on June 12 for the July edition 
(which includes July and August) and noon on July 
17 for the August edition (which includes August and 
September). Send information to cmodisett@stjohn-
sroanoke.org and ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org.

People in the Parish
Deaths
Sylvia Albert, on May 14, 2019 in Roanoke, Va.
Betty Jo Johnson, on May 12, 2019 in Roanoke, Va.
Elisabeth Ross Reed Carter, former member of St. John’s, mother of Mary Ross 
“Rossie” Carter Hutcheson, on April 13, 2019 in Richmond, Va.

Transfer In
Greg Robinson, from Second Presbyterian Church, Roanoke, Va., on May 10, 2019.

On May 19, close to 200 folks gathered in the garden for an end-of-programming-year 
cookout following Lessons and Anthems! 
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