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CONTENTS
We are excited to 
share the following 
winter/spring classes 
at St. John’s. In the 
adult Sunday classes 
and Journey Groups 
you will find mean-
ingful community, 
where you can learn 
about the ways of 
Jesus and grow in 
your faith. Please 
share this resource 
with others. 

Sunday classes meet 
at 9 a.m.; Journey 
Groups start 
January 26
following the 
Gathering and Sun-
day Supper and run 
through March 18, 
unless otherwise 
noted. 3

Sunday Mornings
Every Sunday in the 
parish hall, classes 
explore topics of 
Biblical, spiritual, and 
contemporary interest.

9
Journey Groups
These small groups 
began meeting in fall 
2017 as a way for us to 
talk, learn, and travel 
together spiritually. 
See individual pages 
for meeting times.
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SUNDAY MORNINGS

Prodigal Son: Where do you fit in the story?
Led by the Rev. Eric Long
January 5, 12, 19

The father, wayward son, and older broth-

er—these are the three well-known charac-

ters in the parable of the prodigal son. In our 

lives, we have many chances to live as each 

of them. The course will explore not only the 

parable, but how we fit in the story.

The Reverend Eric C. Long began his service as 
Rector of St. John’s in August, 2014. Coming to us 
from St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church in Pen-
sacola, Florida, the Rev. Long is a natural leader, 
talented teacher, and gifted preacher. During his 
tenure as Rector, he revitalized St. Christopher’s 
into a dynamic, fast-growing, multigenerational 
church. Currently working on his Doctor of Min-
istry (Preaching) at the School of Theology, Se-
wanee, he loves the breadth of liturgy within the 
Episcopal Church. Early in his career, the Rev. 
Long was a missioner and a church planter, grow-
ing congregations and churches from the ground 
up. He was the founding priest of St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church in Kansas City, Missouri. 
The Rev. Long also worked as a hospital chaplain 
in the United States Navy.
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
Seculosity: 
How Career, Parenting, Technology, Food, Politics, 
and Romance Became Our New Religion and What to Do About It

Led by the Rev. David Olson
January 26, February 2, 9

From the back of the book: “At the heart of 
our current moment lies a universal yearning, 
writes David Zahl, not to be happy or respected 
so much as enough—what religions call “righ-
teous.” To fill the void left by religion, we look to 
all sorts of everyday activities—from eating and 
parenting to dating and voting—for the identity, 
purpose, and meaning once provided on Sunday 
morning. In our striving, we are chasing a sense 
of enoughness. But it remains ever out of reach, 
and the effort and anxiety are burning us out. 
Seculosity takes a thoughtful yet entertaining 
tour of American “performancism” and its cous-
ins, highlighting both their ingenuity and merci-
lessness, all while challenging the conventional 
narrative of religious decline. Zahl unmasks the 
competing pieties around which so much of our 
lives revolve, and he does so in a way that’s at 
points playful, personal, and incisive. Ultimately 
he brings us to a fresh appreciation for the grace 
of God in all its countercultural wonder.”
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David is an ordained Lutheran pastor in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. A life-
long Lutheran, he graduated from Lenior-Rhyne 
University with degrees in theology and music. 
He studied at Duke Divinity School and Luther-
an Theological Southern Seminary. David has 
served parishes in Michigan and North Carolina 
and has served as the pastor to the LEAF com-
munity at Elon University, a joint Lutheran and 
Episcopal campus ministry group.

Originally from Hendersonville, North Carolina, 
David loves first and foremost spending time with 
his wife, Andrea, and their three children, Isaac, 
Maya, and Ezra. He also enjoys reading, working 
with his hands, and doing anything outside, es-
pecially if it involves trail running, mountain bik-
ing, or paddling. David loves to spend time with 
family and friends and thinks laughter is one of 
the greatest ideas God ever had.



SUNDAY MORNINGS

Foods of the Bible

Led by Janet Johnson
February 16, 21
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Foods are a part of the Bible throughout the 
Old and New Testaments. Eating was more than 
nourishment for the body but was also a part 
of feasts or fasting with linkages to Scriptures.   
Many foods that have spiritual implications also 
reflect what we now know as food safety and 
food security. The availability of foods was also 
influenced by climate, which guided what was 
grown and raised and times of feast and fam-
ine. We will look at the Biblical dietary do’s and 
don’ts, as well as dietary customs. The foods can 
be divided into food groups as we often refer to: 
fruits, grains, dairy, and a food preservative - salt. 
We will explore the relationship of the foods 
to the Scriptures of Old and New Testaments.   
Breaking bread together and food as a means 
of showing hospitality take on special meaning 
as we explore the Biblical references. There will 
also be tastings—not enough as a substitute for 
breakfast but to remind us of the sensory quali-
ties of the foods of the Bible.  

Dr. Janet Johnson grew up in rural Eastern Indi-
ana and received a BS from Purdue University in 
what was then home economics with a special-
ization in food and nutrition. She pursued grad-
uate study in food and nutrition science at Cor-
nell University and on graduation took a faculty 
position in the Department of Human Nutrition, 
Foods and Exercise at Virginia Tech. She retired 
from VT 30 years later and served as Dean of the 
College of Human Sciences and Education for 7 
of those years. She met her husband, Jim John-
son, who was with Cooperative Extension at VT.   
They have two children and two grandchildren 
in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. She and Jim 
moved from Blacksburg to Roanoke to be with 
the Brandon Oaks retirement community 7 years 
ago. They visited St. John’s within a few weeks 
after moving to Roanoke and immediately made 
St. John’s their home church.  



SUNDAY MORNINGS

“See Him!” 
Bach’s St. Matthew Passion and the Path of Love
Led by David Zuschin
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5

Bach’s St. Matthew Passion has long been 

recognized as the western world’s most pro-

found musical exploration of the meaning of 

Christ’s suffering and crucifixion. Bach weaves 

a kind of “stations of the cross” around the 

gospel narrative, with musical soliloquies and 

communal responses repeatedly urging us to 

“see:” to see Jesus, to see the disciples, and to 

see ourselves in the story. Join us as we move 

through this powerful journey of seeing, un-

derstanding, and reconciliation together.

Dr. David Zuschin holds degrees in music ed-
ucation, choral conducting, and music history 
from Kent State University and Yale University. 
At Yale’s Institute of Music, Worship, and the 
Arts, he wrote his thesis on the musical struc-
ture and theology of the St. Matthew Passion, 
and for the past eighteen years he has led a 
graduate seminar on the work at Radford Uni-
versity, where he teaches music history and the-
ory. Coming from a family of church musicians, 
he grew up singing in the church choir that his 
father directed in Ohio, and it was while serving 
as choir director at Christ Episcopal Church in 
Kent, Ohio, that he felt drawn to the Episcopal 
church, deciding to become a member in 1992.
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SUNDAY MORNINGS

Stories from Genesis
Led by Jennifer Berenson
April 19, 26

Genesis, a book that encompasses human begin-

nings, includes stories of ancient human conflicts. 

In this short series we will ponder some of these 

stories and explore what they can teach us about 

human relationships and a way toward peace 

and reconciliation.

Dr. Jennifer Berenson grew up in New Jersey and 
lived in the Bay Area and the Boston area before 
moving to Roanoke in 1995. She has two chil-
dren, Mac, 22, and Duncan, 19, and is an asso-
ciate dean and professor of religion at Roanoke 
College, where she has taught courses on early 
Christianity, Judaism, Hellenistic religions and 
ancient Greek. Her spiritual journey included 
many years in evangelical churches and then 
nearly 10 years away from church. She has regu-
larly attended St. John’s since 2014.

-7-



SUNDAY MORNINGS

Women of St. John’s: A Historical Journey

Led by the Rev. Whitney Burton and Christine Mortlock
May 3, 10

Women have contributed to St. John’s and the 

Episcopal Church in many wonderful ways over 

its history. Did you know that in 1920, there were 

several women’s organizations at St. John’s, 

including the Ladies’ Aid Society, the St. Agnes 

Guild, the Altar Guild, the Daughters of the King, 

and the Women’s Auxiliary? Or did you know that 

we’ve had 12 female clergy at St. John’s? Over two 

weeks we will take a look at some of the specific 

women in the history of St. John’s and the Episco-

pal Church and their contributions to the Church.

Whitney joined the staff at St. John’s in October 
of 2015, as Associate for Outreach and Commu-
nity Life. A native of Atlanta, Whitney grew up at-
tending St. Martin in the Fields Episcopal Church. 
Whitney was very involved in the life of the 
church and first discerned a call to ministry while 
on a youth pilgrimage to Italy. She attended the 
University of South Carolina where she graduat-
ed with a B.A. in both philosophy and religious 
studies and a minor in business administration, 
where she worked with the College Ministry. 
From South Carolina, Whitney went to Seminary 
at The University of the South in Sewanee, Ten-
nessee. She graduated in 2015 with a Master’s in 
Divinity. 

Christine Mortlock is minister to children and 
families at St. John’s. She spent nearly a decade 
working in academic publishing in New York City 
before becoming an educator. She brings her 
experience as elementary school teacher, camp 
director, and Sunday School teacher to her min-
istry to children and families. 
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The St. John’s Women’s Auxiliary in 1955. 
Photo by Joseph W. Hazlegrove.



JOURNEY GROUPS

Led by the Rev. Whitney Burton and James Breakell
Sunday afternoons at 3:30 p.m. in Room 204

The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, 

the smallest of seeds that grows into the 

greatest of shrubs. Join us as we continue to 

plant and nurture seeds together in our St. 

John’s garden and invite God to sow seeds of 

faith within us.

James Breakell is Director of Pavement Main-
tenance Services at Boxley.  He is an extensive 
home gardener and as our resident gardening 
guru, he enjoys sharing his love of garden-
ing with St. John’s parishioners and the wider 
community, whether it be handing off a squash 
to a parishioner or delivering a load of spinach 
to a local feeding ministry.

The Rev. Whitney Burton works with our out-
reach programs at St. John’s.  She is a nov-
ice gardener with no room for raised beds at 
home, so she takes advantage of our Commu-
nity Garden at every opportunity.  She loves to 
experience the bounty of God in the Garden 
and sees community gardening as one way to 
work toward a sustainable future, one tomato 
at a time.    
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Theology in the Garden



JOURNEY GROUPS

Mary Magdalene and Jesus of Nazareth in Film
Led by Darla Schumm; coordinated by Jenny Call
Sundays at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room

The figures of Jesus of Nazareth and Mary Mag-

dalene have captured the imagination of artists, 

writers, and (since the 20th century) filmmakers. 

Because the gospel accounts differ from one an-

other and leave many questions unanswered re-

garding the lives of Jesus and Mary Magdalene, the 

subsequent portrayals of these two figures have 

varied widely. This group will explore some of these 

portrayals in modern film, sampling such artists as 

Denys Arcand and Pier Paolo Pasolini.  Participants 

will view the films on their own time and come pre-

pared for discussion.
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Dr. Darla Schumm is the John P. Wheeler 
professor of religion at Hollins University.
Darla received her PhD in religion, ethics, 
and society from Vanderbilt University.  
Darla’s current research focuses on inter-
sections between religious studies and 
disability studies. She has several pub-
lished articles in this area and is the co-ed-
itor of four volumes on religion and dis-
ability, most recently Disability and World 
Religions: An Introduction, Baylor Universi-
ty Press, 2016.  She is currently working on 
a monograph tentatively titled: Religion 
and Disability in America, which is a socio-
logically based study of the experiences of 
people with disabilities in religious com-
munities and organizations in the U.S.  

The Rev. Dr. Jenny Frazier Call has served 
as university chaplain at Hollins Universi-
ty since 2011.  Although she is ordained in 
the Baptist tradition and serves as an in-
terfaith minister in her role at Hollins, she 
is grateful to have found a church home 
at St. John’s for the past five years with 
her husband, John, and kids, Brady and 
Maryn.
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JOURNEY GROUPS
Seculosity: 
How Career, Parenting, Technology, Food, Politics, 
and Romance Became Our New Religion and What to Do About It
Led by the Rev. David Olson
Sundays at 6:30 p.m. in Room 203

From the back of the book: “At the heart of 
our current moment lies a universal yearning, 
writes David Zahl, not to be happy or respected 
so much as enough—what religions call “righ-
teous.” To fill the void left by religion, we look to 
all sorts of everyday activities—from eating and 
parenting to dating and voting—for the identity, 
purpose, and meaning once provided on Sunday 
morning. In our striving, we are chasing a sense 
of enoughness. But it remains ever out of reach, 
and the effort and anxiety are burning us out. 
Seculosity takes a thoughtful yet entertaining 
tour of American “performancism” and its cous-
ins, highlighting both their ingenuity and merci-
lessness, all while challenging the conventional 
narrative of religious decline. Zahl unmasks the 
competing pieties around which so much of our 
lives revolve, and he does so in a way that’s at 
points playful, personal, and incisive. Ultimately 
he brings us to a fresh appreciation for the grace 
of God in all its countercultural wonder.”

David is an ordained Lutheran pastor in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. A life-
long Lutheran, he graduated from Lenior-Rhyne 
University with degrees in theology and music. 
He studied at Duke Divinity School and Luther-
an Theological Southern Seminary. David has 
served parishes in Michigan and North Carolina 
and has served as the pastor to the LEAF com-
munity at Elon University, a joint Lutheran and 
Episcopal campus ministry group.

Originally from Hendersonville, North Carolina, 
David loves first and foremost spending time with 
his wife, Andrea, and their three children, Isaac, 
Maya, and Ezra. He also enjoys reading, working 
with his hands, and doing anything outside, es-
pecially if it involves trail running, mountain bik-
ing, or paddling. David loves to spend time with 
family and friends and thinks laughter is one of 
the greatest ideas God ever had.
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JOURNEY GROUPS

Faith and Fun for Kids: Prayer
Led by the staff of the Child Care Center and Minister to Children and Families, Christine Mortlock
Sundays at 6:30 p.m. in the Child Care Center

The Winter/Spring Faith and Fun Journey Group, 

for four-year-olds to fifth graders, delves into 

prayer. The group will learn about ACTS prayer, 

the five-finger prayer, and the Lord’s Prayer; make 

prayer jars; and write a group Collect, among other 

fun activities. Two- and three-year-olds receive a 

Bible lesson and play. Drop-off is in the Child Care 

Center at 6:30 p.m. Pick-up is at 7:30 p.m.

Christine Mortlock is minister to children 
and families at St. John’s. She spent near-
ly a decade working in academic pub-
lishing in New York City before becoming 
an educator. She brings her experience 
as elementary school teacher, camp di-
rector, and Sunday School teacher to her 
ministry to children and families. 
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JOURNEY GROUPS

Parents’ Journey Group
Led by Elizabeth and Brad Scaggs; Cayce and Anne Myers
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. beginning January 29 in Room 203

When our children are baptized, we parents and 
the congregation make a promise of “We will.”  
This parenting group is a continuation of that 
promise. Please join us on Wednesday nights 
to share stories, ask for and give advice, and to 
strengthen fellowship in our Church. We will be 
reading a couple of chapters each week from “The 
Blessings of a Skinned Knee,” by Wendy Mogel, 
Ph.D.  Mogel is a clinical psychologist and Jewish 
educator who uses ancient teachings to distill 
insights into contemporary parenting issues such 
as setting realistic expectations for children, de-
veloping independence and self-control, and re-
sisting over-scheduling and over-indulgence. The 
book will be available at Canterbury Books and 
Gifts in January, or you may also find it on Ama-
zon. We hope you will join our fellowship when 
you can, whether or not you have time to read! 
We look forward to seeing you there!  

Brad and Elizabeth Scaggs are Roanoke natives 
who returned to the area last year from Rich-
mond after leaving the Star City in the rear view 
mirror 10 years ago. They found the Episcopal 
Church, and ultimately St. John’s, after recogniz-
ing that they needed that proverbial “village” to 
help raise their kids to be authentic, kind, and 
grounded in God. Their daughter, Abby, is seven 
years old and son, Liam, is four years old; both 
attend Crystal Spring Elementary.

Dr. Cayce and Anne Myers moved to Roanoke 
from Georgia in 2014. Cayce is a professor of 
communication at Virginia Tech (he also has 
a law degree from Mercer University School of 
Law). Anne is a senior attorney in the Social Se-
curity Administration. Both teach Sunday School. 
Their daughter Cayce Anne turned two in August 
and was baptized on Easter Day in 2018.
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JOURNEY GROUPS

Bible Study: Acts
Led by Hans and Dianne Brings
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. beginning January 15 in the Library

This weekly group meets on Wednesday 

mornings to study and discuss the Book of 

Acts. The N.T. Wright Bible for Everyone study 

guide is recommended but optional.Dr. Hans and Dianne Brings are both natives 
of San Diego and were married there 30 years 
ago. They have two grown sons, Alex and 
Thomas. Dianne is a former elementary school 
teacher and Navy wife and Hans is a retired na-
val medical officer who still practices vascular 
surgery at the Salem Veteran’s Hospital. They 
were confirmed together at St. Dunstan’s Epis-
copal Church in San Diego 25 years ago and 
through their many Navy and post-Navy moves 
have belonged to a number of different parish-
es around the country. Their travels eventu-
ally brought them to Roanoke and St. John’s 
in 2010 and they consider this their “forever 
home”?



JOURNEY GROUPS

Sacred Ground: An Exploration of Race and Faith
Led by Jennifer Berenson (St. John’s), Richard Fife (St. John’s), Ruth Cassell-Huynh (St. John’s),
Dawn Murray (St. John’s), Bill Lemley (St. John’s), Todd Null (St. John’s), 
Deborah Hunley (St. Elizabeth’s), Julie Pfeiffer (St. Paul’s), Kristin Tadlock-Bell (Christ Church),
Debbie Williamson (St. James)

Every other Monday, January 13-May 18 at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall

Sacred Ground is a 10-session transformational 

conversation designed by the Episcopal Church 

to help us approach the topic of race through 

the lens of our faith.  The Sacred Ground curricu-

lum is built around a rich library of film and text 

resources.  Sessions begin January 13, 2020 and 

are facilitated by members of Episcopal church-

es throughout the Roanoke Valley. We will meet 

in the parish hall at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

from 6:30-8:30 p.m. All are welcome.  For more 

information and to register, visit http://www.di-

oswva.org. Contact Jenny Fife, coordinator, with 

any questions, jgfife@gmail.com.

“We made a commitment to live into being the 
Jesus Movement by committing to evangelism 
and the work of reconciliation – beginning with 
racial reconciliation ... across the borders and 
boundaries that divide the human family of 
God. This is difficult work. But we can do it. It’s 
about listening and sharing. It’s about God.”  
– Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Jefferson Street and Elm Avenue

Roanoke, VA 24016
540-343-9341

www.stjohnsroanoke.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsroanoke 
Twitter and Instagram: @StJohnsRoanoke


