
By the Rev. David Olson

As much as I enjoy big events and occasions, the truth is I al-
ways look forward to things going back to normal once they 
are over. Even after Christmas, which is a wonderful time of 

year, once the presents are opened and the traditions have been me-
ticulously enacted, I’m ready to drag the tree out the door and box 
everything up and put it all away.  Big events and special occasions are 
fun, but there is something comforting and relaxing too about just go-
ing back to our normal lives and routines. 
   This year as the calendar turns to January and we start a new year, I 
am feeling this way more than ever. Not only am I ready for Christmas 
to be over, but I’m ready for the pandemic to be over, I’m ready for our 
people to come back to church, and I’m ready to live my life the way I 
used to.  I’m ready for things to go back to normal.
   But the truth is, we can’t just go back to normal. We can’t go back at 
all, actually. That’s just not how life works.  Each day is a new day, with 
its own new joys and new challenges.  And as much as we may want to 
go back, we can’t.  We must start with exactly where we are today and 
move forward.
   I’m reminded of this reality when I read the Epiphany story of the 
wise men visiting the young Jesus a few years after his birth. We will 
celebrate this story in worship on January 2nd.  These wise men had 

come seeking a new king to learn about him and honor him. Little did 
they know that this encounter would change their whole lives.  
   Herod had asked them to come back and report to him about where 
this new young king was. However, once they visited Jesus and his 
family and realized who he was and what he meant for the whole 
world, including them, they knew they couldn’t go back. They couldn’t 
go back to Herod, and they couldn’t go back to their lives the way they 
were before. Everything was different now, and so the scriptures tell 
us they took a new way home.  They had been changed by witnessing 
what God was doing in the world in Jesus and it meant they had found 
a new normal in their lives.
   And it is the same for us.  After the events of Christmas, as God came 
to us in this child named Jesus, everything has changed and there is no 
going back. God is doing a new thing and everything that has come 
before now has passed away. Today is a new day and we are living in a 
new normal. 
   To some that may sound scary but to me it sounds hopeful. It means 
that despite the fact we must start with this day we are in, and with 
whatever circumstances we find ourselves, and move forward, we do 
so knowing we have a God who loved us so much he was willing to 
come and be with us in Jesus and change our lives through his forgive-
ness, grace, and mercy.  Our new normal is in God’s hands and always 
will be. Onward we go.
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Children and Family Ministry
Acolyte Training
January 9, 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. in the church

Pre-YG (for third, fourth, fifth grade)
Ice Skating: January 16, 11:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Video Games: Feb. 20, 11:15 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Pinball Museum: Mar. 27, 11:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Roller Skating: May 15, 11:15 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Instructed Eucharist
February 27, 9 a.m. in the church

Parents’ Night Out
March 18, 6-8 p.m.
Children 4 years old to fifth grade will watch a movie on 
the big screen in the parish hall and eat a tasty supper. 

Youth Ministry
High School Ski Trip
January 14-17

DioSWVA Youth@Convention
January 28-30 at 
Hotel Roanoke
6th-12th grade lock-in

Middle School Ski Trip
February 5

Confirmation Classes
January 23, Feb. 6-March 27, April 2

Confirmation Retreat
March 5-6

The Black Experience in Appalachia Youth Pilgrimage
April 1-3

Spring Youth Event
April 29-May 1

Sunday Morning Adult Education
Classes take place at 9 a.m. in the parish hall. See the Winter/Spring 
Formation Booklet for more information.

The Gospel of Luke
January 2
Led by the Rev. David Olson

Beloved Community: What is it? Why Does it Matter? 
January 9, 16, 23
Led by Dr. Jennifer Berenson and the Rev. Marisa Sifontes

When Europe was Islamic: Religious Tolerance, Convivencia,
and the Arts in Medieval Iberia
January 30, February 6
Led by Ivonne Wallace-Fuentes

Beethoven’s Message of Hope & Divine Love in The Ninth Symphony
and Holy Hymn of Thanks
February 13, 20, 27
Led by Dr. David Zuschin

St. John’s Lenten Series Class:
The Sermon on the Mount: A Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven
March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10
Led by the Rev. David Olson and Christine Mortlock

Adult Confirmation Classes
March 6-27 in Room 204
Led by the Rev. Eric Long 

Eco Faith: Living Out God’s Call to Be Stewards of the Earth 
for the Sake of Creation
April 24, May 1
Led by Dr. Sean McGinnis

The Geography of the New Testament
May 8, 15
Led by the Rev. Eric Long

El Camino Pilgrimage Reflections
May 22
Led by Christine Mortlock

Journey Groups
Journey groups return for the spring. See the Winter/Spring Formation 
Booklet for more information. 

Christian Essentials 
January 9 - February 20 (excluding February 13), 6:30-7:30 p.m., Room 204
Christie Wills and Shelley Henderson-Long

Parents Journey Group
Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m., beginning January 12, Room 204
Elizabeth Scaggs and Lauren Walker

“Let’s Talk About…” 
Tuesdays, March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5, 6-8 p.m.
St. John’s Becoming Beloved Community Guiding Team

Winter/Spring 2022

Dr. Sean McGinnis

Ivonne Wallace-Fuentes
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Fine Wines Events
Saturday Hikes 
January 8, New Catawba Greenway; February 19, Loop to Midweek Cruise Trail
Old Movie Night: Best in Show
January 14, 5 p.m. in the Parish Hall

Fine Wines Play: The Unexpected Man
May 20, 6 p.m.

By Yasmina Reza, a French playwright, actress, novelist, and screenwriter, the 
work is a two character, one act play set in a train compartment.  

Ongoing Activities
Monthly Bible Study
Second Thursday of each month, 11 a.m.
Sunday Brunches (one per quarter)
January 9, following the 10 a.m. service.
Service Project, Blood Drive (six times per year)

Contact Mary MacIlwaine for more information at mcjmacilwaine@cox.net

Women’s Retreat
February 18-20

A weekend away for women at the W.E. Skelton 4-H Center, 
exploring faith and sharing fellowship through conversation, 
activities, and shared meals. Register at cognitoforms.com/StJohnsEpis-
copalChurch1/WomensRetreat2022SelfCare

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
March 1, 6 p.m.

Music Happenings
Music on the Corner (Concerts are free and take place at 6 p.m. in the church.)
March 11: An Evening With American Composers - 
Virginia Children’s Theatre and other local musicians
April 29: The Organ: Another Marvelous Machine 
Stephen Williams, organist

Lenten Choral Evensong 
Sunday, March 20, 5 p.m.
Join the St. John’s Choir as they mark the observance of Lent with this tradi-
tional service of sung evening prayer.

Lessons and Anthems
May 22, 5 p.m. Our children’s, youth, and adult choirs sing together.

St. John’s Book Group
First Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. in the conference room

January 6:  The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
February 3:  The Reading List by Sara Nisha Adams 
March 3: Why Religion? A Personal Story by Elaine Pagels

Women at the Well
January 11, February 8, March 8, April 12, May 10, 6-7:30 p.m.
Women of the church gather for a potluck dinner and fellowship in the parish 
hall. If interested in childcare, please contact the parish office at 343-9341.

CYP Oyster Roast
May 5, 6 p.m.
 
An evening benefiting the Community Youth Pro-
gram! Live and silent auction, gourmet food sale, 
oysters, BBQ, and live music.

Special Sundays
Bishop’s Visit with Confirmations: April 3
Youth Sunday: May 1
End of Year Celebration Cookout: May 22 after the Gathering Service

Sacred Ground: An Exploration of Race and Faith

Beginning the week of January 17
A 12-session transformational conversation about the history of race in 
America.  See the Weekly Record for more information.

Stephen Williams, 
organist

Kimoyo Beads and Bling
February 26, 5:30 p.m. 
A Mardi Gras themed event to benefit Kimoyo and 
the Rescue Mission.  Tickets $25. 
Visit roanokedowntown.org for more info.

Altar Flower Notice
If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar on January 30, please 
contact Kristi Brown in the parish office at 343-9341.



By Christine Mortlock, Minister for Lifelong Formation

With so much available for us to read, from John 
Grisham’s latest courtroom drama to Louise 
Penny’s newest Inspector Gamache mystery, 

why, pray tell, read the Gospel of Luke? The answer—for a 
multitude of reasons! One, we are going to be hearing a lot 
from our clergy from the Gospel of Luke this year. A lot. 
Many of you know this, some of you don’t know it yet, but 
we’re in year C (the Luke year) of our three-year church cy-
cle. We launched into this new church year at the beginning 
of Advent.  Two, where else can you hear the beloved par-
able of the good Samaritan or the parable of the prodigal son 
and the gracious father? The answer—nowhere else.  Luke is 
chock full of material we’re not going to find in any of our 
other three Gospels. Third, if our hearts long to hear a story 
of our God who is compassionate, who feeds the ravens and 
clothes the grass of the field, who brings good news to the 
poor and freedom for the oppressed, who knows our hearts, 
and announces salvation for all people, we need only turn to 
this beautiful gospel.  
   Let’s situate ourselves (many of us again, some of us for the 
very first time) to our third and longest Gospel. We don’t 
really, exactly, know who wrote this gospel.  You’d think it 
was for sure Luke, right? Not so fast! The author doesn’t 
name himself in the text. The early tradition of the church 
is that the gospel was written by Luke, “the beloved physi-
cian,” mentioned in Colossians, the twelfth book in the New 
Testament. But this isn’t conclusive. We do know for certain 
that the author was very, very good at the Greek language, 
and knew a lot about the Old Testament and classical texts, 
including, some scholars think, the works of Homer and 
Virgil. Scholars think the author of the Gospel of Luke used 
two main sources, one a collection primarily of Jesus’s say-
ings and the other the Gospel of Mark, as well as adding his 
own material. We know the author also wrote the book of 
Acts, the fifth book in the New Testament. Most scholars 
also think the gospel was written sometime in the decade 
of the 80s CE, after Jesus’s ministry, death, and resurrection. 
   So, now that we’ve got this preliminary survey of the gos-
pel in hand, let’s make sure there’s a good study Bible on 
our nightstands, besides whatever other books we might be 
reading at the time. Let’s crack it open this year to Luke, and 
read it, again and again, in anticipation or in reflection of 
the gospel readings we’ll hear at Sunday worship. You will 
find a story about our God who forgives us, heals us, eats 
with us, and loves us. It is the story that anchors our lives as 
a community here at St. John’s.

Learn More
Interested in writing a reflection, taking a photograph, or creating a piece of 
artwork based on one of our lectionary readings from the Gospel of Luke 
this year? Please do! This is open to people of all ages, including children. 
Your contribution can be shared with the rest of the church on our St. John’s 
blog, We Gather—your contribution will enrich our community. E-mail 
cmortlock@stjohnsroanoke.org and ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org with your 
contribution.

Want some helpful guides to Gospel of Luke? These are two books used 
when writing this article.

Mark Alan Powell, Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, 
and Theological Survey. The hardcover is available for $25.90. It has a free 
online component too with neat maps, outlines, and videos!

The Gospel of Luke: Introduction, Commentary, and Reflections by R. Alan 
Culpepper, from The New Interpreter’s Bible 

Take a look in our church library on the fourth floor for this collection. It’s 
got the original passages, and provides historical and social context, theo-
logical analysis, textual and literary criticism, and sermon-like reflections. It 
is a real deep dive into the gospel but accessible nonetheless. 

The Gospel of Luke Madonna and Child First Steps, 
by Patricia Brintle

Find more artwork by Patricia Brintle at patriciabrintle.com
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Martin Luther
King, Jr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is 
January 17th this year. It is a day 
we honor a prophet who taught 
the world what God’s love looks 
like when it is lived out. The fol-
lowing is a reflection from Isaac 
Olson, an active member of St. 
John’s youth group, about a recent 
trip he took to Atlanta with his 
grandmother to celebrate his own 
birthday and to commemorate 
the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.  

For my 15th birthday my Grandma took me to the Martin Luther King, Jr. National historic park in Atlanta, Georgia. We walked around 
the neighborhood and visited the home where he was born and grew up, we visited Ebenezer Baptist Church where he preached, and we 
heard and saw moments from his life in the museum. I learned a lot about Martin Luther King,Jr. in my time there and liked reading all 

of the quotes he had said that were up on the walls. I even bought a mug for my mom with all of my favorite quotes of his. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. worked hard to make a difference in this world and to try and teach people to take care of each other. I think if people would still follow his 
advice today, this world would be a better place. These are a few of my favorite quotes of his.

“Our lives begin to end 
the day we become silent 
about things that matter.”

“Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do that. 

Hate cannot drive out hate; 
only love can do that.”

“Forgiveness is not 
an occasional act; 

it is a constant attitude.”

“The time is always right to do what is right.”
Join a group of volunteers on a MLK Day of Service cleaning up and restoring Old 
Lick Cemetery, a historic black cemetery. Contact Richard Fife at rhfife@gmail.com 
or 540-797-8172 for more information. 
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Christmas at St. John’s
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Christmas was celebrated with great joy at St. John’s this year. Pho-
tos from the children’s Christmas pageant, Sunday School, and the 
Christmas Eve services capture that joy! A big thank you to the 
altar guild for beautifying the church for Christmas. No. 1 • January 2022 • The Record | 7
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Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 a.m.  Formation for Adults

9:45 a.m. Children’s Chapel and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

5:00 p.m. The Gathering Eucharist

6:00 p.m. Sunday Supper

6:30 p.m. Youth Group and Formation for Adults

Childcare Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
and 4:30-7:30 p.m (ages 0 through 4 y.o.). 

Sign up to receive e-communications, which includes a weekly e-mail with links to Holy Eucharist and the accompanying worship bulletin. Visit 
the St. John’s web site and subscribe in the box in the lower right corner or contact Evan Hines at ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org. Subscribe to St. 
John’s YouTube. 

People in the Parish
Wedding
Caroline Lancaster Magee and Scott Andrew Weiss, daughter of Leslie Magee, sister of Carter Magee and Julia Magee Tangires, on October 23, 
2021 in Sea Island, GA. 

Transfer In
Frederick Repich, from St. Paul’s Memorial Church, Charlottesville, Va., on December 17, 2021.

Transfers Out
Elizabeth Sutphin Isaacs, to Christ Episcopal Church, Charlottesville, Va., on December 13, 2021.
Olivia Steadman Sekerak, to The Cathedral of St. Philip, Atlanta, Ga., on December 13, 2021.

Deaths
David Hildreth Bromm, on December 16, 2021.
Mimi Copenhaver, mother-in-law of Frank Flippin, on December 11, 2021.
Peggy Robison, mother of Margaret Lemon, Bill Robison, and Churchill Robison, on December 9, 2021. 
Harry Graves Johnson, Jr., father of Cameron Johnson, on December 6, 2021.

Outreach Challenge Update
St John’s—you’ve done it once again! On behalf of the outreach ministries who rely on our 
support, we have raised the entire amount needed to match the $20,000 challenge match-
ing grant, for a total of over $40,000 raised! Your donations are used to fund T.R.U.E. 
(Temporary Relief for Unexpected Emergencies) to keep people in their homes, and en-
sure they have access to water and power, KIMOYO Ltd., our partner project with King-
dom Life Ministries, which works both in Ghana to provide healthcare and microloan 
services, as well as here in Roanoke to provide African-culture classes in area schools. 
Your donations also support a myriad of other programs and organizations across the 
Roanoke Valley. 

Many thanks to all who have given. And it’s never too late. If you missed the opportunity, 
we are still accepting donations to help fund this important work.


