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O Come All Ye Faithful:
Christmas at St. John’s through the Years 

God grant that this Christmas may bring to each and all 
of us at St. John’s a real blessing of peace and joy.” Thus 
wrote the Rev. Alfred R. Berkeley in 1929 in St. John’s 

Parish Bulletin, the equivalent of today’s Record. As we observe 
Christmas this year—families gathered for holiday feasting, lights 
twinkling on trees, carols joyfully sung, Eucharists celebrated, gifts 
given and received—let us step back for a moment and acknowl-
edge all of the faithful people, young and old, who have celebrated 
Christ’s birth, the birth of our Emmanuel, over the past 127 years 
at St. John’s. 
   Christmas pageants, with giddy children garbed in shepherd 
robes and angel wings, have long been part of St. John’s Christ-
mases.  In 1929, the young boys and girls of Sunday School pre-
sented “The First Christmas,” a series of musical and dramatized 
pictures. “Christmas at Aunt Kate’s” was presented by the Young 
People’s Service League in 1936. During the dark days of World 
War II, the kindergarten and primary departments presented 
“Christmas Around the World,” while the youth presented the play 
“Follow the Star.”  In 1964 Clara Black, director of the Roanoke 
Children’s Theatre, directed the pageant, based on one from St. 
Bartholomew’s in NYC. And in the 1997, the pageant, directed by 
Alison Blanton, delighted children and families, as did the tradi-
tion of Las Posadas, where statues of the Holy Family visited fami-
lies from the church during Advent. 
   Besides pageants, outreach has been vital to St. John’s Christmas 
celebrations, and often reflected the global politics of the time. In 
1939, during the Second Sino-Japanese War, the Christmas of-
fering was devoted to the China Emergency Fund, for the relief 
of missionaries and Christians in China. In 1944, as many loved 
ones were absent from Christmas festivities fighting in the Euro-
pean or Pacific Theaters, an offering was given to the Presiding 
Bishop’s Fund for World Relief, for assistance in such things as 
providing chaplains for prisoners of war. That year, too, the Men’s 
Club sent men in the armed forces Christmas cards and packages 
of blank post cards so they could write home. Almost fifty years 
later, in 1992, St. John’s festooned a Christmas tree with socks and 

The St. John’s Christmas Pageant c. 1948. Joseph was played by Ben Parrott 
and Mary by Elise Burks. The angel in front of the tree is Phoebe Ann Warner. 
The boy angels are Peter Fulghum (possibly), and Wiltsee Young. The seated 
shepherds are Jimmie Fulghum (possibly), Scott Shackleford, Mr. Stone, and 
David Mecredy (possibly). 

The St. John’s Christmas Pageant c. 1952. 
Continued on page 6.

“

By Christine Mortlock, Minister to Children and Families
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Where do funds come from to pay for major repairs, replacement, 
and other capital improvements to our buildings?  We maintain a re-
serve account designated for use by the Vestry and Property Committee 
to pay these expenses.  The property reserve account funds our longer-
term needs for maintenance, repair, and replacement, as determined us-
ing past expense records and the previous estimates of a property con-
sultant. This might include things like new carpet, painting, or kitchen 
appliances.
What is the status of our current property reserve account?  At this 
writing, we do not have sufficient reserves to cover all known and ex-
pected needs.  
How did this happen?  Haven’t we been putting money into a reserve 
account all along?  We have! After a comprehensive analysis of our 
non-recurring property needs a decade ago, the Vestry has regularly al-
located between $30,000 and $65,000 a year to a property account to 
address these needs. Unfortunately, our aging facility is requiring an in-
creasing amount of annual financial support, and our reserves are just 
not keeping pace. This deficit must be addressed. The costs for routine 
property needs and maintenance (about 6% of our annual operating 
budget) will continue to be paid from the operating budget but we need 
to specifically address restoring our reserves.
Doesn’t St. John’s have other special investment accounts with mon-
ies that could be used for all these property needs?  No, we do not have 
additional assets for this purpose beyond our property reserves.   All 
restricted investment assets have been placed in our existing Endow-
ment Fund to better satisfy the varied wishes of the donors. Unrestricted 
assets have been placed in our operating reserve accounts to bring those 
balances to appropriate targeted levels.
How about the St. John’s Endowment Fund?  Can’t those monies 
be used for property needs?  There is a property account within the 
Endowment which, when adequately funded, could cover property ex-
penses into perpetuity without touching the principal.   However, our 
Endowment is just ten years old and doesn’t yet have assets sufficient 
to provide an annual distribution of earnings to fund future property 
needs while allowing the principal to remain intact.   
What is being done to address our property needs? What is our path 
going forward?
The Vestry has discussed this issue for some time and has approved a 
plan for moving forward. It will take an investment from all of us to 
ensure that St. John’s  remains a prominent, active, and vital institution 
in the Roanoke community.  While St. John’s  is much more than a set 
of buildings, our facilities are the center of numerous ministries and 
activities involving hundreds of people each week. These facilities were 
provided by those who came before us, and now is our time to make 
sure  they are cared for and preserved for future generations.  That will 
be OUR legacy!

Addressing the Financial Challenges 
of an Aging Facility
This article is the follow-up to last fall’s three-part series interview with David Tucker conducted by Carolyn H’Doubler 
about our church facility and the work needed to sustain it for future generations. 
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Mary, Strong and Bold
By the Rev. Whitney Burton-Smith

Sewanee, where I spent three years of seminary, holds some of 
my dearest memories, and will forever be a place that holds an 
important part of my formation. I also have to admit that when 

my three years had passed, I was ready to get off that mountain, I was 
ready for the next thing, to move on. 
   As ready as I was to move on, there are so many things I miss, one 
of which was the Daily Office several times a week. Daily Office is 
morning and evening prayer, often with sung canticles and prayers. 
My favorite has always been the Magnificat, the Song of Mary.   

New Vestry Members Announced for 2020

Every year, the vestry is tasked with reviewing issues of budget and facilities. In the coming year, we’ll be looking at solutions to fund 
facilities needs that we do not currently have resources for, so that we can maintain the church for decades to come, knowing that this 
building is vital not only to our own ministries and programs, but also to the community.

   “We’re caretakers beyond our walls in many ways,” says the Reverend Eric Long, including supporting ministries throughout DIOSWVA, 
helping strengthen and sustain our diocese’s ministry and presence in smaller towns and rural areas. 
   Following are the newly elected vestry members from our December 8 Annual Parish Meeting. We give God thanks for all our parish lead-
ers! Please keep them in your prayers.

James Breakell, Ray Cobb, Cal de Coligny, Barbara Renick, John Wood

   My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
   my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
   for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

   As a young woman following a call to the priesthood, a role that 
only within the last forty years women have been allowed to seek, I 
found incredible strength in the mother of Jesus. She handled the An-
gel Gabriel’s coming with such strength and courage, and a willingness 
to hear God’s call and follow it, even through adversity and judgment 
from all those around her. She was doing something seemingly impos-
sible, but she was doing it without fear. 
   She heard God’s call, and she didn’t balk, she answered with an as-
tounding, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me accord-
ing to your word.” That response doesn’t really correspond with the 
“Mary, meek and mild” trend that has somehow taken root. You see, 
Mary was anything but meek and mild, she was bold and brave.   
   It would seem to most of us that this new development for her, that 
she was to bear the son of God in human form, out of wedlock even, 
was going to make her life significantly more difficult. But she didn’t 
see it that way. She took God’s movement in her life and rejoiced in it, 
“From this day all generations will call me blessed, the Almighty has 
done great things for me,” she says. 
   These are the answers that we should be giving when God calls on 
our lives. As we move from Advent into Christmas, and from Christ-
mas back through the cycle of Christ’s life, we are reminded that it all 
started with the visit of an Angel of God to a woman, who received 
God’s message, and with her strength accepted it, and became the God-
bearer.  
   For me, Mary will always be a picture of strength and grace. A woman 
given the most important of tasks, trusted completely by God, beloved 
and blessed. A necessary and unforgettable part of the Christmas story, 
who will go on to have an important role in the life of our Savior. 
   Mary is an example to us of what happens when we listen to God, but 
more so, she is an example of how we should respond to God. Without 
doubt, without fear, but with a resounding, “Here I am Lord, for noth-
ing will be impossible with God.” 



Sunday Morning Adult Education

Classes take place at 9 a.m. in the parish hall. See the Winter/Spring 
Formation Booklet for more information.
Prodigal Son: Where do you fit in the story?
January 5, 12, 19
Led by the Rev. Eric Long

Seculosity: How Our Daily Activities Became 
Our New Religion and What to Do About It
January 26, February 2, 9
Led by the Rev. David Olson

Foods of the Bible
February 16, 21
Led by Janet Johnson

“See Him!” – Bach’s St. Matthew Passion and the Path of Love
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5
Led by Dave Zuschin

Adult Confirmation Classes
April 19, 26, May 3, 10 in Room 204
Led by the Rev. Eric Long 

Stories from Genesis
April 19, 26
Led by Jennifer Berenson

Women of St. John’s: A Historical Journey
May 3, 10
Led by the Rev. Whitney Burton-Smith and Christine Mortlock

Confirmation and Time with Our Bishop
May 17

Winter/Spring 2020 at St. John’s

Canterbury Books & Gifts
February 10, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Annual Bridge and Mahjong Lun-
cheon.$25 per person by February 3; 
$30 per person after February 3.

St. John’s Book Group
First Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. in the 
conference room

January 2: Someone Knows My Name 
by Lawrence Hill
February 6: The Dutch House 
by Ann Patchett

Women at the Well
January 14, February 11, March 10, 
April 14, May 12, 6-7:30 p.m.
Women of the church gather for a 
potluck dinner and fellowship in 
the parish hall. Child care available.

Journey Groups
January 26 - March 18

Journey groups return for the spring. See 
the Winter/Spring Formation Booklet for 
more information. Topics will include:

Faith and Fun for Kids: Prayer (Sunday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m.)
Mary Magdalene and Jesus of Nazareth 
in Film (Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m.)
Seculosity (Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m.) 
Theology in the Garden (Sunday 
afternoons at 3:30 p.m.)
Bible Study: Acts (Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m. starting January 15)
Parents’ Group (Wednesday evenings
at 6 p.m.; child care available)
Sacred Ground (Every other Monday 
at 6:30 p.m. starting January 13)

Special Sundays
Youth Sunday/ Fellowship on the 4th: 
Abuelo’s Night: April 26, 6 p.m.
Bishop’s Visit with Confirmations: 
May 17

Music Happenings
Music on the Corner (Receptions at 
5:15 p.m., concerts at 6 p.m.)
March 20: Duo Arabesque: Julee Hickox, 
flute, Rachel Lee Hall, harp
April 24: Out of the Box: Unwrapping
the Unsung and the Unknown: 
Rebecca Wallenborn, pianist
May 8: And There Was Light—St. John’s 
and Friends

Lessons and Anthems 
May 17, 5 p.m. Our children’s, youth, and 
adult choirs sing together.
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Children and Family Ministry
Acolyte Training
February 16, 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
These Are Our Bodies
February 21-22
A program for fifth and sixth graders and 
their parents to discuss faith and sexuality.
Pre-YG (for third, fourth, fifth grade)
Ice Skating: January 12, 11:15 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Kimoyo: March 29, 11:15 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Roller Skating: May 3, 11:15 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Safeguarding God’s Children 
March 15, 11:15 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Sunday School Celebration
May 10, 2020

Youth Ministry
Follow us at stjohnsroanoke.org/youth

High School Ski Trip at Snowshoe
January 17-20
Middle School Ski Trip at Winter Place
February 28-March 1
Youth@Convention
January 24-26 at St. John’s
5th-12th grade lock-in
Confirmation Classes
Begins on February 2, 11:30 in the parish hall

Rise Against Hunger
March 22, 11:30 a.m.

A service project for all ages – we’ll pack thousands of 
meals for a community in need (last year we sent them 
to Haiti). The event takes place following the 10 a.m. 
service and a family-style lunch sponsored by Fellow-
ship on the Fourth.

Fine Wines Play: The Unexpected Man
May 1, 6 p.m.

By Yasmina Reza, a French playwright, actress, novel-
ist, and screenwriter, is a two character, one act play set 
in a train compartment. Parsky, a well-known author, 
is traveling from Paris to Frankfurt to meet his daugh-
ter’s significantly older fiancee.  Martha, a middle-aged 
woman and a fan of Parsky’s oeuvre, sits across from 
him.  They speak - not to each other - but in mono-
logues to themselves.

Women’s Retreat
April 17-19

A weekend away for women at the W.E. Skelton 4-H 
Center, exploring faith and sharing fellowship through 
conversation, activities, and shared meals. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
February 25, 6 p.m.

We share with our friends at Kingdom Life Ministries 
a last celebration before the season of Lent!  Pancakes, 
pancake races, festivities, and fellowship.

CYP Oyster Roast
January 31, 6 p.m.
 
An evening benefiting the Community Youth Program! 
Live and silent auction, gourmet food sale, oysters, 
BBQ, and live music.
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Christmas Memories 
   Gates DeHart, a member of St. John’s for over half a century, re-
calls a Christmas Eve service in 1957 when he was visiting his pater-
nal grandfather, his namesake, in Roanoke from his native Florida. 
He was 14 and “transitioning” from Methodism to Anglicanism. On 
Christmas Eve his grandfather, a Methodist like the rest of his family, 
dutifully drove Gates to St. John’s for the Midnight Eucharist.  Sitting 
very much alone, Gates remembers being warmly greeted by a beauti-
ful woman in a white suit sitting in a pew ahead of his.  She gestured 
for him to join her, put her arm around him, and warmly welcomed 
him to St. John’s. Thirteen years later, in 1970, he joined St. John’s and 
has been a member since. 
   Tracy Jenkins recalls a special Christmas Eve service too. Many 
years ago, she took her daughter Kendal, who is now nearly 25 but 
was then a young child, to a Midnight Christmas Eucharist. There was 
an inspiring sermon, the music and choir were even more splendid 
than usual, and after singing the First Noel by candlelight, she and 
parishioners exited the church just as it turned midnight - Christ-
mas morning! - to find that it had begun snowing while they were in 
church. The ground was covered with a dusting of pure white snow, 
which continued to fall as the congregation walked across the parking 
lot. For her, this was one of those “thin spaces”—a moment in which 
she felt completely enveloped in the spirit of Christmas morning!
   Carrie O’Keeffe, who grew up at St. John’s and is now raising her 
three children at St. John’s, remembers always coming to the Christ-
mas Day service (because by her mom’s calculations, Christmas Eve 
used to not count as a proper Christmas service) and having a pew to 
herself and playing with her new toys. She really liked the rhythm that 
created on Christmas Day. She would love to implement that with her 
own family now but doesn’t think they’d buy in!
   Share your Christmas memories of St. John’s from years past with us. 
E-mail your memory to Christine Mortlock at cmortlock@stjohnsroa-
noke.org or bring a printed copy to the church office and we will keep it 
in our St. John’s history room. Your memories matter. Just as we draw 
hope and encouragement from the faithful lives of all who have come 
before us, our cloud of witnesses, those who come after us will draw 
hope from us. 
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mittens for the men and women living at the Rescue Mission and 
brought gifts of holiday candy, fruit, nuts, and children’s toys to 
Grace House. Children in Ghana benefited from children’s books 
and pencils collected that year too. 
   The crux of Christmas celebrations at St. John’s, though, has al-
ways been the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services, where 
the faithful have gathered to worship, with word and music, and to 
honor Christ’s birth. Between the 1920s and 40s, a Christmas Eve 
Carol Service began at 11:30 p.m. with Holy Eucharist beginning 
at 12:01 a.m. Parishioners were strongly encouraged to attend the 
midnight Eucharist, and assured that the “Street Railway Com-
pany has promised to provide transportation to various parts of 
the city following [the Eucharist] which ends at approximately one 
o’clock a.m.” By the 1960s, someone had turned back the clock, and 
Christmas Eve Eucharist began at 11 p.m. In 1997, the Christmas 
Eve Eucharist included the St. Cecelia Bells, the Bradford Choir, 
and Top Brass who helped “raise a joyful noise to our Lord!” 
   Year in and year out, the people of St. John’s have honored the 
birth of our Messiah, our light in the darkness, with pageants, with 
outreach, and with worship, only a sampling of which have been 
shared here. You certainly hold treasured memories of Christ-
mases in years past at St. John’s. A priest named G.H. Toop wrote 
poetically of Christmas, “A light on the hills of Bethlehem shone, 
A light that shall shine alway…” Christ’s light has shone from St. 
John’s for well over a century.  May Christ’s light continue to shine, 
this Christmas and always, both in this place, and in our lives.  
And to echo the words shared in a Christmas message ninety years 
ago, “God grant that this Christmas may bring to each and all of us 
at St. John’s a real blessing of peace and joy.”

Christmas Continued From Cover

Millie Wiegard, one of the narrators for this year’s Christmas 
pageant, practices her lines at the pageant reahearsal



St. John’s in December

Above. “Every year Member One FCU treats CYP’s 35 students to a shopping trip to Burlington Coat Factory to pick out winter-weather gear. 
Volunteers from Member One served as assistant shoppers for each child. We look forward to this experience every year!”  
Below. Advent Wreath Making; Christmas caroling at Brandon Oaks.
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Send us your news!
We like to communicate St. John’s programming well 
in advance, so please send information a minimum 
of two editions ahead. Deadlines for submissions to 
The Record are noon on January 8 for the February 
edition (which includes February and March) and 
noon on February 12 for the March edition (which 
includes March and April). Send information to 
ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org.

Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am. 
Sunday Classes for Youth and Adults
9:45 am. 
Children’s Chapel
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. 
The Gathering Eucharist
6:30 p.m. 
Youth Groups

Child Care Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
and 4:30-6 p.m. (ages 0 through grade 5)

People in the Parish
Birth
Josephine Marie Pulido, daughter of David Pulido and Ashley Jeanne Webster Pulido, 
granddaughter of Sandy and Dave Webster, on November 21, 2019 in Md.

Death
Bittle Porterfield, husband of Charlotte Porterfield, father of Forrest and Wilson 
Porterfield, on November 29, 2019.

Transfer Out
Lenore Willis, to St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church, Roanoke, Va. on Dec. 11, 2019.

Save the Dates
Twelfth Night Celebration for 20s and 30s!
Sunday, January 5, 6:30 p.m. Eggnog, 7:30 p.m. compline.
Drop in for one last Christmas hurrah on the Eve of Epiphany for eggnog and 
Compline! Contact wburton@stjohnsroanoke.org with questions.

Fine Wines
The Fine Wines will make Brunswick Stew as a fundraiser to support the Youth 
Mission Trips in the spring. The youth will sell it for $20 a quart on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 9 after each service.  Fine Wines, if you can help with making the stew on 
Wednesday and Thursday, January 8 and 9 in the church kitchen, please contact 
Madge Bounds, 345-3130 or bounds2829@cox.net.
The Fine Wines Second Sunday Brunch will meet on January 12 at 419 West af-
ter the 10:00 a.m. service.  This year we will meet quarterly for brunch.  If you 
would like to meet more often, please contact Brenda Anderson, 529-6741 bwan-
derson610@cox.net.

ECW 
February 4, 5:30 p.m. social; 6 p.m. dinner; 6:45 p.m. program
Ms. Holly Bradshaw Loftin, a fourth grade teacher at Grandon Court Elementary 
School in Roanoke City, will present our February program on STEM: Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. 


