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God in the World, God for the World

The season of Epiphany, beginning on January 6, marks the 
coming of Christ into the world, the recognition that he came 
for all people. We celebrate that today by practicing our faith 

in the world, by being church in the world, loving and lifting up our 
neighbors close by and far away. 
   We’re launch this spring's classes with the themes of Epiphany – the 
connections between religious and civic life, politics and community; 
how faith inspires literature and arts, how the church can work in the 
world for good – and continuing to talk about that message through-
out the semester.
   We'll launch on the Sunday of Epiphany with a morning panel on 
politics and faith - our guests will include Virginia state delegate Sam 
Rasoul and Roanoke City vice mayor Joe Cobb, talking about the in-
tersections of faith, community and public service. 
   Until Lent, we’ll continue this theme of God In the World, God For 
the World, with conversations on the historical and present-day theol-
ogy of Epiphany, the structure and work of the church, writers who 
explore themes of Epiphany, and culminating with a look at how we 

reach out globally. 
   We’re inviting guest scholars to teach – in January, Dr. Elizabeth Mal-
bon, professor emerita at Virginia Tech, will teach a two-part Sunday 
evening class on the Gospel of Luke. Dr. Laura Hartman, a profes-
sor in environmental studies at Roanoke College, will teach a class on 
faith, consumerism and environmental sustainability for three Sunday 
mornings beginning April 28.
   For six Sunday mornings between Ash Wednesday and Easter, we'll 
explore the theology of Christ's last days, crucifixion and resurrection, 
the significance of those three small but infinite places in his life and 
how they shape our world and lives today.
   We also welcome back the Very Reverend Barkley Thompson, rec-
tor of St. John’s from 2007 until 2013, who will be Canterbury Books’ 
guest author on April 4, reading from and signing his books, In the 
Midst of the City. 
   Journey groups, the St. John’s Women’s Retreat, adult confirmation 
classes and more return too – turn to this issue’s center spread and 
pick up a copy of our spring flyer for more details and dates!
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An Epiphany reflection by the Reverend Mary Mackin

In T. S. Eliot’s “The Journey of the Magi,” one of the wise men 
recalls a journey to a far country that he made in his younger 
days.  “’A cold coming we had of it, Just the worst time of year 

for a journey, and such a long journey:  the ways deep and the 
weather sharp, the very dead of winter.’”  It was “ a hard time,” he 
says, but they arrived “not a moment too soon.”
   I grew up in two evangelical churches, a Presbyterian one and a 
fundamentalist Bible Church. But after graduation from college, 
my journey took me away from the church and into the wilderness.  
I figured I could be a good person without the church, and I found 
I couldn’t worship the fire-and-brimstone God of my childhood. I 
would go it on my own. 
   Then one day, I was driving down a New Orleans street I had 
driven down many times before, past the First Presbyterian 
Church, and I suddenly knew – knew throughout my body – that 
I was going to go there.  I didn’t want to; “no, no, no,” I thought, 
but the next Sunday I slipped in the door and sat in the back pew.  
It was a first step; I flitted in and out of that church like a shadow.  
After Cooper and I got married, he continued to attend his Roman 
Catholic church and I the Presbyterian one.
   One day, a friend of Cooper’s invited us to St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church for a sung Morning Prayer service on the following Sun-
day.  Cooper typically attended the Saturday vigil mass and played 
tennis on Sunday morning, so he couldn’t go, but I said, “I’ll go.”  
When I walked into the church, the space surrounded me with 
warmth; it smelled of old wood, furniture polish, candle wax, and 
church.  I heard the muffled whispers of people talking, the choir 
finishing their practice, the hush descending on the congregation 
as the service was about to start.  The service was powerful – rich in 
music, language, and liturgy.  My heart swelled; I knew I was home.  
I had arrived “not a moment too soon.”  
   And what about you?  Where has your journey taken you?  What 
have you discovered?  The wise men found nothing less than the 
Christ child, whom they worshipped, whom they recognized as 
king, and who changed their lives forever.  What about you?

Finding Home... 

Photo by the Reverend Caroline Carson

New Vestry Members Announced for 2019

Every year, the vestry is tasked with reviewing issues of budget and facilities. In the coming year, we’ll be looking at solutions to fund facili-
ties needs that we do not currently have resources for, so that we can maintain the church for decades to come, knowing that this building 
is vital not only to our own ministries and programs, but also to the community.

   “We’re caretakers beyond our walls in many ways,” says the Reverend Eric Long, including supporting ministries throughout DIOSWVA, help-
ing strengthen and sustain our diocese’s ministry and presence in smaller towns and rural areas. 
   Following are the newly elected vestry members from our December 2 Annual Parish Meeting. We give God thanks for all our parish leaders! 
Please keep them in your prayers.

Thomas Bass, Pat Burns, Jo Loop, Amy Rockhill, Lauren Walker

Not a 
Moment 

Too Soon
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Christine Mortlock, minister to children 
and families, writes about her experience 
as a first-year student in Education for Ministry. 

Every Tuesday evening at six o’clock, a group of people gather 
in the fourth-floor conference room at St. John’s for Education 
for Ministry (EfM), a four-year certificate program started at 

Sewanee in 1975. 
   We share a snack and fellowship; we wrestle with our readings and 
challenging theological questions. Our literacy of the Bible and Chris-
tian history increases – for me, it’s fun just learning what the Penta-
teuch, Tanak and Septuagint are.  
   But knowledge is not our end goal, and this is what distinguishes 
EfM from a purely academic endeavor. We inquire, discuss and learn 
in order to craft our own personal theologies to shape and empower 
our own lay ministries in the world. Our group includes people work-
ing and serving with Congregations in Action, the Rescue Mission, 
Family Promise and the fields of education and medicine.
   Barbara Johnson and Cara Modisett co-mentor our varied group, 
whose members range from professors to a retired nurse. We be-
gin with a brief moment of worship where we may read the Gener-
al Thanksgiving from the Book of Common Prayer or a Mary Oliver 
poem, and then often do an “on-board” conversation. This activity 
could be answering a question about where we saw God in our weeks, 
or how we carve out moments of quiet in the busy Advent season 
(hard to come by this time of year for many of us).
   We then launch into a discussion of our readings for the week. There 
are four cohorts in our one EfM group, each reading a different set of 
texts.  The first-year cohort is making our way through the Hebrew 
Bible; second year is plowing through the New Testament. The third 
year is traversing the width and breadth of Christian history (via Di-
armaid MacCulloch’s Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years). 
Fourth year is taking on a variety of texts from a theological primer to 
a book on the mysteries of faith. Periodically, all four years take a week 
or more for common “interlude” readings – essays or shorter books on 
topics ranging from digital faith to intersectional theology.
   Part of the year is dedicated to sharing our spiritual autobiographies. 
In this time, I have come to know the other members of the group 
beyond formalities and pleasantries, and hear about the traditions we 
were each brought up in, and our thoughts on God, truth, community. 
The second part of the year is rooted in theological reflections, each 
reflection led by an individual member. The prompts vary every week, 
inspired by current events, poetry, photographs and other prompts.
EfM’s current year-long focus is on living faithfully in a multicultural 

world, something I find fascinating since I spent my childhood in 
Southeast Asia and Brazil attending international schools. Our inter-
lude readings have included the Reverend Catherine Meeks’ Living 
Into God’s Dream. 
   In true EfM spirit, in October a group of us attended the multi-faith 
memorial service at Temple Emmanuel after the shootings at the Tree 
of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, witnessing to our desire to live peace-
ably and faithfully in a multicultural world. We weren’t just reading 
about how to live faithfully in what has become what seems a more 
and more divisive world – we were applying our theology to our lives 
here in Roanoke. I think this is religious education at its best – applied 
to our lives so that is relevant, so that what we learn becomes inte-
grated into how we live our lives, where we put our time and efforts, 
how we follow in the “Way.” 
   I have been enriched by the weekly meetings. I look forward to see-
ing my group members and hearing their perspectives, eating Cayce 
Myers’ amazing cooking (try out his mac and cheese), and being 
stretched by the readings and others’ perspectives. 
   If you are interested in joining the next cohort of EfM which will 
begin next fall, please talk with Barbara Johnson or contact her by 
email at babstajohnson@gmail.com, or speak with one of the current 
participants. To read more about EfM you can visit their site: efm.
sewanee.edu.

Putting Theology into Practice



Classes take place at 9 a.m. in the parish hall

Epiphany: God in the World, God for the World
January 6-February 24
The season of Epiphany marks the coming of Christ into the world, the recognition that 
he came for all people. We celebrate that today by practicing our faith in the world.  

January 6: Faith in the Public Sphere
We’ll host a panel with politicians including Virginia Congressman Sam Rasoul and 
Roanoke Vice Mayor Joe Cobb about the intersections of faith, politics and public service.
January 13: The Theology of Hope
January 20: Epiphany in a World 2,000 Years Later
January 27: Institution and Inspiration - The Work of the Church
February 3 and 10: Seeing God in the World Through Words
February 17 and 24: Being God in the World Through Action

Transfiguration Sunday, March 3
Explore the theology and mystery of our liturgy through an instructed Eucharist, led by 
the Reverend Eric Long.

Lent: The Upper Room, The Garden, The Cross
March 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7, 14
Explore the theology of Christ’s last days, the significance of those three small but infinite 
places in his life and how they shape our world and lives today.

Adult Confirmation Classes
April 7, 14, 28 and May 5 and 12, 9 a.m.
A class, led by the Rev. Eric Long, for anyone considering being confirmed or received 
into the Episcopal Church, or for those who are already members and would like to find 
out more about our church’s history, liturgy, structure and theology. All are welcome!

The Christian Consumer: Living Faithfully in a Fragile World
April 28, May 5 and 12
Dr. Laura M. Hartman, Assistant Professor in Environmental Studies at Roanoke College
What we consume – food, energy, stuff – has an impact on our world. We’ll explore the 
impact of our consumption through a lens of faith. 

Celebration with Our Bishop, May 19
The Right Reverend Mark Bourlakas will give a morning talk as part of his annual visit.

Listening for the Spirit • Winter/Spring 2019

Sunday Morning Adult Classes

Music Happenings

Music on the Corner
Receptions at 5:15, concerts at 6.
March 1: Passion and Pilgrimage: 
   Soprano Marlayna Maynard and 
Pianist Cara Ellen Modisett
April 5: The Garth Newel Piano Quartet

Lessons and Anthems 
May 19, 5 p.m. Our children’s, youth and adult 
choirs sing together.

Celebrate

The Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern 
Virginia 100th Anniversary Convention 
and Revival with Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry
January 25-27, 2019 

CYP Oyster Roast
An evening benefiting the Community Youth 
Program! Live and silent auction, gourmet food 
sale, oysters, barbecue and live music.
February 1, 6 p.m.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
We share with our friends at Kingdom Life 
Ministries a last celebration before the season 
of Lent!  Pancakes, pancake races, festivities 
and fellowship. March 1, 6 p.m.

Special Sundays

Youth Sunday/ Fellowship on the 4th: 
Abuelo’s Night
March 24, 6 p.m.
Bishop’s Visit with Confirmations
May 19

Women’s Retreat

A weekend away for women, April 26-28 at the 
W.E. Skelton 4-H Center, exploring faith and 
sharing fellowship through conversation, 
activities and shared meals. 
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The Diary of Adam and Eve
March 22, 6 p.m.

The Fine Wines 
(our 60-plus and 
retiring fellowship) 
present a one-
night-only two-
person play, based 
on the writing of 
Mark Twain, 
performed by 
Gates DeHart and 
Mary Jean Levin.

Women at the Well
January 10, February 7, March 7, April 11, May 9, 6 p.m.

This new women’s group meets monthly for fellowship and a 
potluck dinner, raising and giving money to organizations 
that help women and children.

Rise Against Hunger
February 24, 11 a.m.

   A Lenten service project for all ages 
– we’ll pack thousands of meals for 

a community in need (last year we 
sent them to Haiti). The event takes 
place following the 10 a.m.  
service and a family-style lunch 
sponsored by Fellowship on the 
Fourth.

Sunday Evenings at St. John’s

5 p.m.: The Gathering, an acoustic, come-as-you-are Eucharistic service
6 p.m. Sunday Supper
6:30-7:30 Youth and Journey Groups meet
Child Care Center is open during all.

Special Offering During Epiphany: Looking at Luke’s Gospel
January 6 and 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Dr. Elizabeth Struthers Malbon, professor emerita of religion and culture 
at Virginia Tech, will teach a two-part class on Luke’s Gospel telling of the 
life of Jesus, including film, paintings and the book of Acts.

Journey Groups
February 10-April 7 (except March 24)
Some of the most nurturing and life-changing experiences occur in the 
space of small communities. For the second year, our Journey Groups 
have offered a regular gathering place for parishioners to grow in 
relationship with each other through common pursuits, including 
knitting, Bible study, meditation, writing and reading.

Children’s Ministry

Gospel of Luke Activities for All Ages
January 6, 13, 6:30 p.m.
Pre-Youth Group
January 13, February 24, March 31, May 5, 11:15 a.m.
Parent’s Night Out
March 8, 6-8:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry
Youth Group, Sundays, 6:30-7:30

Youth Ski Trip
January 18-21
Youth@Convention 5th-12th Grade
January 25-27
Middle School Mission Trip
July 14-18
High School Mission Trip
July 21-27

Canterbury Events

Book and Author Event, April 4, 6 p.m.
The Very Reverend Barkley Thompson, former rector of St. 
John’s and now dean of Christ Church Cathedral in Houston, 
Texas, will read from his collection of columns and sermons, 
In the Midst of the City: The Gospel and God’s Politics. A book 
signing and reception follows.
Canterbury Bridge Luncheon, February 11, 11 a.m., parish hall
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Thank You to Our 
Sunday Supper Team

Thank you to the folks 
who cook delicious 
Sunday suppers ev-

ery week for after the Gather-
ing, and to Martha Keeley for 
coordinating this ministry! 
Here, left to right: Jessica Par-
tin, Noelle Milam, Amy Mc-
Ginnis and Christie Wills.

2019 Magnets

Thank you to St. John’s parishioner 
Sharon Stanley for her gift again this 
year of St. John’s 2019 calendar mag-

nets, from Magnets USA, complete with our 
redesigned logo. Stop by the church office and 
pick up one!

Looking Back, 
at DIOSWVA’S 
100th Year

The Diocese of Southwestern Virginia is pub-
lishing a photo book that profiles the 50-some 
parishes in our diocese, including historic and 

current images. Here's one our history committee chose 
–Lana Tucker restored the image, and tells us that this 
image dates from fall 1892, prior to our first service in 
December 1892. The overhead street car cables were re-
moved from the photo for a better view of the building, 
but the street car tracks are still visible on Jefferson in 
front of the church. Today, the entrances and the stained 
glass window have changed (and landscaping has been 
added), but in many other ways the building is as it was 
more than a century ago.

Join us on Sunday evenings 
for worship at 5:00 and dinner following. 
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We held our annual children’s Christmas Pageant during the Gathering service on December 23. Thanks to Nathan Harper for these photos.

Christmas Pageant 2018
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Send us your news!
We would like to communicate St. John’s program-
ming well in advance, so please send event informa-
tion a minimum of two editions ahead. Deadlines for 
submissions to The Record are noon on January 16 
for the February edition (which includes February 
and March) and noon on February 13 for the March 
edition (which includes March and April.) Send in-
formation to cmodisett@stjohnsroanoke.org and 
ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org.

Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am. 
Sunday Classes for Youth and Adults
9:45 am. 
Children’s Chapel
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. 
The Gathering Eucharist
5:45 p.m. 
Sunday Supper
6:30 p.m. 
Youth and Journey Groups

Child Care Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. and 4:30-
7:30 p.m. (ages 0 through grade 5)

People in the Parish
Deaths
Eva de Coligny, wife of Cal de Coligny, on December 21, 2018.
Bob Schroeder, husband of Carol Schroeder, father of Tom Schroeder, father-in-law of 
Jenni Schroeder, grandfather of Ben and Drew Schroeder, on December 20, 2018. 
Jim Utt, husband of Mary Utt, on December 1, 2018.

Save the Dates
Fine Wines
Our Second Sunday Brunch is set for January 13 at the Roanoker.  Please join us 
after the 10:00 a.m. service.
Sunday, February 10, 2019.  The Roanoke Symphony Orchestra performs Mas-
terworks Valentine Dreams at 3:00 p.m. at the Jefferson Center.  Please secure your 
own tickets.  Then meet us for dinner at 419 West at 5:30 p.m.  To RSVP for the 
dinner, call Janet Johnson at 776-2415.
Again this year, the Fine Wines will be selling casseroles to the congregation on 
Youth Sunday, March 24, to help fund the Youth Mission Trip in the spring.  

Foyer Groups
Registration deadline for winter/spring 2019 is January 25.

St. John’s Book Club
6:30 p.m. in the conference room
January 3: Tell Tale by Jeffrey Archer
February 7: Becoming Mrs. Lewis by Patti Callahan
March 7: Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
April 4: The Reverend Barkley Thompson will be here to discuss his book In the 
Midst of the City.

ECW 
February 5, 5:30 p.m.
Alison Blanton and Anne Beckett will speak on historic preservation. 


