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CONTENTS
We are excited to 
share the following 
winter/spring classes 
at St. John’s. In the 
adult Sunday classes 
and Journey Groups 
you will find mean-
ingful community, 
where you can learn 
about the ways of 
Jesus and grow in 
your faith. Please 
share this resource 
with others. 

Sunday classes meet 
at 9 a.m.; Journey 
Groups start 
January 9
following the 
Gathering and Sun-
day Supper and run 
through April 4, un-
less otherwise noted.

3
Sunday Mornings
Every Sunday in the 
parish hall, classes 
explore topics of 
Biblical, spiritual, and 
contemporary interest.

9
Journey Groups
These small groups 
began meeting in fall 
2017 as a way for us to 
talk, learn, and travel 
together spiritually. 
See individual pages 
for meeting times.
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SUNDAY MORNINGS

The Gospel of Luke
Led by the Rev. David Olson
January 2

This church year most of our gospel readings come from the Gospel of Luke. The Rev. 

David Olson will introduce us to the longest of the four gospels, highlighting its author-

ship, the historical context it was written in, and its main themes. We will learn more 

about the only gospel that includes several beloved parables including the parable of 

the prodigal son, the parable of the Good Samaritan, and the parable of the lost sheep 

and the lost coin. 

*The class will also be offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on January 2 in Room 204.
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SUNDAY MORNINGS

Led by Dr. Jennifer Berenson and the Rev. Marisa Sifontes
January 9, 16, 23 with optional Zoom sessions on Tuesdays at 6p.m., January 11, 18, 25

Join us for a 3-week discussion on what it means to be beloved community, and how we 

are charged to help create a world where all people may experience dignity and abundant 

life and see themselves and others as beloved children of God. For those wishing to con-

tinue the conversation, or unable to participate on Sundays, we’ll have an optional session 

each Tuesday via Zoom to go deeper.

Jennifer Berenson is a professor and chair of the Department of Religion & Philosophy at 

Roanoke College. She is a member of the Becoming Beloved Community Guiding Team 

for the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia and the Becoming Beloved Community Guiding 

Team at St. John’s.
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Beloved Community: What is it? Why Does it Matter? 



SUNDAY MORNINGS
When Europe was Islamic: Religious Tolerance, Convivencia, 
and the Arts in Medieval Iberia
Led by Ivonne Wallace-Fuentes
January 30, February 6
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Ivonne Wallace-Fuentes leads us through a two-class series on medieval Iberia, where for 

nearly eight hundred years Muslim polities gathered Jews, Christians, and Muslims togeth-

er in what historians call convivencia— living together, a form of medieval religious toler-

ance based on proximity.  The first class will introduce us to the history of Muslim Iberia 

and invite us to explore the realities and challenges of convivencia.  In the second class, 

we will focus on some of the fruits of convivencia, with a special focus on the literary arts, 

including the Hebrew Golden Age of poetry.  

Ivonne Wallace-Fuentes is a historian of twentieth century Latin America, who you may 

have seen chasing her two little boys in the back pews or teaching Sunday school.  She 

teaches at Roanoke College. 



SUNDAY MORNINGS

Beethoven’s Message of Hope & Divine Love in 
The Ninth Symphony and Holy Hymn of Thanks
Led by Dr. David Zuschin
February 13, 20, 27

Dr. David Zuschin will discuss two pieces by Beethoven that carry messages of hope and 

divine love amid suffering. The first piece, “Holy Hymn of Thanks to the Godhead from a 

Convalescent,” was written by Beethoven shortly after recovering from a severe illness. 

The second piece, “The Ninth Symphony,” progresses from volcanic and almost horrifying 

in its first movement to awe-inspiring, prayerful, and harmonic in its final movement. It 

gave us one of the world’s most recognized hymns, “Ode to Joy,” played in churches and 

the public square alike. Students played it in the Tiananmen Square protest, women sang 

it in the torture prisons of Chile under Pinochet, and it was played at the fall of the Berlin 

Wall.

Dr. Zuschin teaches courses in music history and music theory at Radford University. He 

and his wife, Andrea, and children, Sophie and Jeffrey, are St. John’s parishioners.
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SUNDAY MORNINGS

St. John’s Lenten Series Class: The Sermon on the Mount: 
A Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven
Led by the Rev. David Olson and Minister for Lifelong Formation, Christine Mortlock
March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10

The Rev. David Olson and Christine Mortlock will lead a discussion on Jesus’s Sermon on 

the Mount, based on course materials by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, University Professor of New 

Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School. Dr. Levine focuses on the Jew-

¬ish roots of Jesus’s sermon found in chapters 5-7 of the Gospel of Matthew, and asks us 

how we, as disciples, can live out its truths. 
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SUNDAY MORNINGS

Adult Confirmation Classes

Led by the Rev. Eric Long
March 6, 13, 20, 27

A class, led by the Rev. Eric Long, for adults considering being confirmed or received into 

the Episcopal Church, or for those who are already members and would like to find out 

more about our church’s history, liturgy, structure and theology. All are welcome!
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SUNDAY MORNINGS

Led by Dr. Sean McGinnis
April 24, May 1

Dr. Sean McGinnis, parishioner and green engineering program director at Virginia Tech, 

and the Rev. David Olson will discuss the Christian foundations underpinning our call to 

care for God’s creation. Dr. McGinnis will then review some of the science behind environ-

mental stewardship and sustainable practices, report on the church’s carbon footprint, and 

provide practical tips for the church and individual parishioners to be faithful caretakers of 

God’s creation.

At Virginia Tech, Dr. Sean McGinnis develops curriculum, teaches undergraduates, and 

researches in the area of green engineering, life cycle assessment (LCA), and sustainability. 

You can catch he and his wife, Amy, and daughters, Megan and Kira, at The Gathering ser-

vice, a youth event, or a Sunday supper here at St. John’s.
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Eco Faith: Living Out God’s Call to Be Stewards of the Earth 
for the Sake of Creation



SUNDAY MORNINGS

The Geography of the New Testament
Led by the Rev. Eric Long
May 8, 15

The Holy Land has often been called the fifth gospel. It includes the Sea of Galilee, the 

Galilee, the Dead Sea, the Jordan, going up to Jerusalem, Samaria. The geography of the 

land is a crucial factor to the story. As the nascent church moves out into the larger world 

after Jesus’ resurrection, the geography of the Roman world, including the very names of 

the New Testament epistles, shapes the story. Hear why the geography of the New Testa-

ment is essential for understanding and, far from being incidental, is almost a character in 

each episode of the journey as it unfolds.
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SUNDAY MORNINGS

Led by Christine Mortlock
May 22

Christine Mortlock, along with St. John’s parishioners who embarked on the pilgrimage, 

will share their recent experience walking the Camino de Santiago. The Camino, or the 

Way of St. James, is a historic pilgrimage that leads to the Cathedral of Santiago del Com-

postela in northwestern Spain. They will share photos and stories of their trip.

El Camino Pilgrimage Reflections
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JOURNEY GROUPS

Christian Essentials
Led by Christie Wills and Shelley Henderson-Long
Sundays, January 9 - February 20 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 204

Connect with us in a deep and meaningful way as we explore the essentials of our Chris-

tian faith.  Parishioners Christie Wills and Shelley Henderson-Long will lead us as we 

discuss worship, Bible study, spiritual practices, basics of faith, and stewardship. This 

is not only a chance to learn Christian essentials, but also a chance to create or deepen 

relationships with others.
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JOURNEY GROUPS

Parents Journey Group
Led by Elizabeth Scaggs and Lauren Walker
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. beginning January 12 in Room 204

Parents of St. John’s are invited to come together to form or further strengthen relation-

ships with one another and support each other in raising their children. Each meeting 

will be led by a participant on a parenting topic of their choosing. The Childcare Center is 

open during this time.
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JOURNEY GROUPS

“Let’s Talk About . . .”
Led by St. John’s Becoming Beloved Community Guiding Team
Tuesdays, March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5, 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall

“Let’s Talk About…” is a six-week Lenten dialogue series on Tuesdays from 6-8 p.m. be-

ginning March 8.  Race, sex, gender, mental health, and other issues of equity impact our 

lives in significant ways but are often considered taboo topics.  Avoiding these topics may 

seem polite, but it limits our ability to know one another and be in community together.  

So we’re coming together to engage in guided, meaningful conversations about the things 

we’re not supposed to discuss.  Let’s talk about it.
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