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By the Rev. Eric Long

One of the great gifts of our liturgical tradition is the church year.  There is a rhythm to the way the church moves through the seasons 
that makes us both purposefully out of step with the rest of the world and powerfully aware that all time is being altered by God’s inva-
sion of it in Jesus Christ.  The church year is a journey that takes the traveler on a wonderful pilgrimage.  Beginning with the expecta-

tion of Advent that leads to the great consummation of Christmastide, moving us from the manifestation of the Epiphany into the introspec-
tion of Lent, lifting us to the triumph of Easter into the everyday and everywhere difference it makes during Pentecost, the Christian calendar 
potently pushes us beyond simply “knowing” the Christian story intellectually.  Through each step, with the Church year’s shifts and turns, we 
live out the story of our faith—day after day, week after week.   
   Lent is a season of discipline and sacrifice, of repentance and restoration, of hope for salvation that is tied to our honest awareness of our fail-
ings before God.  An essential part of the Christian walk, Lent forces us to be mindful of the cost of discipleship.  Jesus requires something of us, 
indeed nothing less than this: “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me” (Matthew 
16:24).  
   In order that the Christian faith not atrophy into some happily-ever-after fairy tale, we must deal with the darkness that is a real part of this 
world and us in it.   Lent helps us do this first by insisting that we take the whole truth seriously and then by filling out the story so that the hard 
stuff is never erased by our wishful editing.  The end is that we are granted a memory, a memory that reminds us of the truth that there is no 
way to get to the joy of Easter Sunday without the tremendous sacrifice of Good Friday.  Lent compels us towards honesty, though we often do 
not barter in such a currency.  
   Lent expects much from us and even more so from God. For Lent’s resolution cannot come from within us or out of our own strivings alone.  
Resurrection is Lent’s resolution; resurrection is God’s gift. In Easter, much like Mary Magdalene, we too will discover that although indeed there 
is much darkness, the darkness has been overwhelmed by the light of Emmanuel, “the with us God.”  
   I walk with you on this alternative road of contrition and change. Blessed Lent.

The Road 
Less Traveled Briton Rivière, The Temptation in the Wilderness, 1898, in the Guildhall Art Gallery
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Blessed Absalom Jones: 
The First Black Episcopal Priest

By Christine Mortlock

He was born a slave. He died an Episcopal priest. Now, 
more than two hundred years after his death, the 
Episcopal Church commemorates his life every Feb-

ruary 13, on the Feast Day of Absalom Jones. 
   The Rev. Absalom Jones was born in 1746 on the Delmarva 
Peninsula in Sussex County, Delaware. His owner, Abraham 
Wynkoop, was a prosperous Anglican planter. When Absa-
lom was a youth, Benjamin Wynkoop inherited him. Absa-
lom’s mother and siblings were sold, and Benjamin took Ab-
salom to live in Philadelphia. Benjamin opened a store and 
joined St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.
   Absalom worked in Benjamin’s store and attended a night 
school for Black people run by Quakers. He married a fellow 
slave, Mary, and purchased her freedom with help from her 
father and a loan from Quakers. 
   He was still not free. 
   In 1784, after petitioning for his freedom several times, 
Absalom was manumitted. Absalom was about 38 years old. 
He continued working for Benjamin in his store, but now for 
wages. 
   Three years later, Absalom Jones, Richard Allen, and oth-
ers started the Free African Society (FAS). Members of FAS 
paid monthly dues to help the Black community, help that 
included caring for widows, orphans, and the poor.
   Besides leading the FAS, Absalom Jones and Richard Al-
len were active laypeople at St. George’s Methodist Episcopal 

Church, a mostly white congregation in Philadelphia. One Sunday in 1787, the 
church leadership at St. George’s decided to segregate the Black worshippers to 
the gallery without informing them. While Absalom was praying, ushers tried to 
lift him from his knees. Absalom replied to them, “Wait until prayer is over, and I 
will get up and trouble you no more.” After the service ended, Absalom led most 
of the Black congregation out of the church. 
   The walkout confirmed to Absalom, Richard Allen, members of the FAS, and 
the black worshippers at St. George’s the need for their own church. They formed 
the African Church, dedicated in 1794. Soon after its dedication, they applied for 
membership in the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania, adopting Episcopal pol-
ity and theology. Richard Allen, strongly committed to Methodism, parted ways, 
and started the African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME). 
   The African Church, which Absalom led, requested that they have control over 
their own local affairs. Regrettably, in turn, the diocese did not allow the church 
representation at convention until 1863. In 1804, Absalom Jones was ordained to 
the Episcopal priesthood and went on to lead The African Episcopal Church of 
St. Thomas until his death in 1818. 
   While Absalom was the first Black Episcopal priest, and the African Church 
of St. Thomas the first Black Episcopal church, they were certainly not the last 
of their kind. In 2021, the Episcopal denomination has several hundred Black 
clergy, including our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, himself the son of an Epis-
copal priest. Notable Black Episcopal clergy include Bishop Barbara Harris, first 
female Black bishop; Bishop James Theodore, first bishop of Haiti; Bishop Henry 
Beard Delany, first elected Black bishop; Bishop Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows 
of Indianapolis; Bishop Bob Wright of Atlanta; and the Very Rev. Kelly Brown 
Douglas, dean of the Episcopal Divinity School at Union Theological Seminary 
in New York City, among so many. 
   Many historically Black Episcopal churches thrive today, including St. Thomas 
(see text box). St. Peter’s Church, which recently distributed MLK, Jr., social jus-
tice bags to their wider community, and St. Philip’s Church, which hosted a Bible 
study based on African American spirituals this Advent, are both in Richmond, 
and the two closest historically Black Episcopal congregations to Roanoke. Other 
significant churches, of the many, include St. Philip’s Church founded in 1819 
in Harlem, St. James’s Church founded in 1824 in Baltimore, and St. Matthew’s 

Raphaelle Peale, Portrait of Absalom Jones, 1810, 
in the Delaware Art Museum.

Unknown Artist, The African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, 1829. 
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I am a cradle Episcopalian from Ohio but lived in Philadelphia for 
thirteen years. Philly only became home after joining The African 
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas. Its rich history with Saint Absalom 
Jones as our founder serves as a constant reminder of our resilience as 
Black People and our commitment to faith in order to serve our be-
loved community.  St. Thomas is a cultural and political hub where all 
people are welcome.  During election time, you can be sure to see poli-
ticians who know the value and importance of the Black vote gracing 
the sanctuary at St. Thomas.  Both of my children, Scarlett & Jeremiah, 
were baptized at The Historic African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas 
and we are grateful that no matter where in the world we live, we can 
always call St. Thomas home.

—Rebecca Cummings Scales, St. John’s Parishioner

Join a virtual commemoration with the Episcopal Diocese of 
Pennsylvania on February 13 from 10 – 11:30 a.m. Visit diopa.org/
events/celebrating-the-life-of-the-blessed-absalom-jones for more 
information.

Learn More

The Church Awakens: African Americans and the Struggle for Justice. 
This incredible virtual exhibit presents a history of Black people in 
the Episcopal Church, with informative text, historic documents, 
photographs, video, and audio footage. Find this exhibit and other 
important records of the denomination at the Archives of the Epis-
copal Church, Episcopalarchives.org 

Arthur K. Sudler, “Revised Absalom Jones Biographical Informa-
tion” 
This essay was accessed on the website for the Historical Society of 
the Episcopal Church, hsec.us. It originally appeared in the book 
Lesser Feasts and Fasts published by Church Publishing, the pub-
lishing arm of the Episcopal Church, churchpublishing.org.  

R. Bennett, “Black Episcopalians: A History from the Colonial 
Period to the Present.” Ann C. Lammers, "The Rev. Absalom Jones 
and the Episcopal Church."  
Both Bennett’s and Lammers’ articles appeared in the Historical 
Magazine of the Protestant Episcopal Church. The journal and its 
successor, Anglican and Episcopal History, can be accessed through 
JSTOR, a humanities database accessible through a basic Google 
search. A free JSTOR account allows you to read up to 100 articles 
a month. 

episcopalchurch.org/racial-reconciliation
The Episcopal Church provides many resources for reconciliation 
and justice work on this site, including the Sacred Ground curricu-
lum, antiracism training programs, books, articles, and videos.  

Church founded in Detroit in 1846, and a terminus for the under-
ground railroad. Two Episcopal historically Black colleges and univer-
sities (HBCUs), St. Augustine University in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
and Voorhees College in Denmark, South Carolina, operate with over 
750 and 400 students respectively, and offer a wide array of academic 
programs. 
   Today, the Episcopal Church strongly supports the ongoing work of 
racial reconciliation and racial justice within and without the church. 
The Absalom Jones Episcopal Center for Racial Healing in Atlanta, led 
by scholar and author Dr. Catherine Meeks, develops curriculum, or-
ganizes events, and publishes a newsletter and podcast to that end. The 
Union of Black Episcopalians, a 53-year-old independent membership 
organization which builds on the work of prior organizations like the 
Union of Black Clergy and Laity, advocates for the representation of 
Black clergy and laity at every level and aspect of church life and gov-
ernance. UBE National President, the Very Rev. Kim Coleman, asked 
to contribute to this article, wrote, “While UBE may be a new discov-
ery for some, the longstanding work of UBE at General Convention in 
partnership with organizations of like mind has changed the Church’s 
discourse, attitude, and practice towards historically disenfranchised 
and excluded people.  We continue to celebrate the accomplishments 
of Absalom Jones because his life testifies to the enduring impact a 
small but mighty movement can have when grounded in the love of 
God and determination to satisfy the needs of our brothers and sis-
ters who have their backs against the wall.  That’s why UBE continues 
to pursue its mission through conferences, lectures, monthly virtual 
gatherings and bible study, weekly prayer and more.”  
   In 2017, the leaders of the Episcopal House of Bishops and House 
of Deputies and others crafted Becoming Beloved Community, the 
church’s long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and 
justice. Sacred Ground, a 10-week video, readings, and dialogue-based 
curriculum on race and faith, is a valuable part of the commitment. St. 
John’s hosted and supported a Sacred Ground group last spring. We 
currently support a second iteration of the group, whose participants 
have grown to include people from across the diocese, other denomi-
nations, and outside the church. 
   On February 13 this year, let us honor the life of the Rev. Absalom 
Jones. Let us also dedicate ourselves again to the work of reconcilia-
tion and the work of bringing justice and peace to all people. There are 
so many hands-on ways to become involved in this important work 
within the Episcopal Church, and here at St. John’s.

The Scales family celebrate their daughter’s baptism at The African 
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas with extended family and Father Angelo 
Wildgoose (left) and Father Martini Shaw (right).
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Down: Across:
1. selfless Christian love
2. not one of the synoptic Gospels
3. the feast of Christ’s resurrection
4. "one who learns'; anyone who follows Jesus

5. Hebrew meaning "God with us"

6. "one who is sent"
7. a hymn that expresses praise to God

8. the first book in the Bible

9. outward and visible signs of inward and
spiritual grace

10. the cup for wine that is consecrated and
administered at the eucharist

11. God's love freely given
12. the doctrine that God is “three in one”

13. author of the Letter to the Romans in the
New Testament

14. the first five books of the Bible
15. a person who is not Jewish

16. a manifestation of divine truth or presence

17. the people of God
18. a term for the Holy Spirit used in the Gospel

of John

19. literally, "good news"
20. from a Greek word meaning "thanksgiving"

21. the blessings offered by Jesus on the
Sermon on the Mount

22. from the Hebrew “anointed one”
23. invitatory psalm, "Come, let us sing…"
24. a Greek translation of the Old Testmaent
25. a congregational song
26. an ordered system for reading Scripture
27. the belief that there is one God

®

Down:
1. Selfless Christian love
2. Not one of the synoptic Gospels
3. The feast of Christ’s resurrection
4. “One who learns’; anyone who follows Jesus
6. “One who is sent”
7. A hymn that expresses praise to God
9. Outward and visible signs of inward and spiritual grace
10. The cup for wine that is consecrated and administered at the Eucharist
11. God’s love freely given
12. The doctrine that God is “three in one”
16. A manifestation of divine truth or presence
19. Literally, “good news”
20. From a Greek word meaning “thanksgiving”

Across:
5. Hebrew meaning “God with us”
8. The first book in the Bible
13. Author of the Letter to the Romans in the New Testament
14. The first five books of the Bible
15. A person who is not Jewish
17. The people of God
18. A term for the Holy Spirit used in the Gospel of John
21. The blessings offered by Jesus on the Sermon on the Mount
22. From the Hebrew “anointed one”
23. Invitatory psalm, “Come, let us sing…”
24. A Greek translation of the Old Testament
25. A congregational song
26. An ordered system for reading Scripture
27. The belief that there is one God

Test your knowledge of Christian terms with this homegrown St. John’s crossword puzzle. Bring a completed crossword to the church office 
Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. to collect a prize.

Some definitions come from the glossary in Mark Allan Powell’s Introducing the New Testament and the Glossary of the Episcopal Church, 
https://episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/all
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Shrove Tuesday
• Have a pancake supper at home! 
• Make Mardi Gras masks. Wear Mardi Gras beads. You can find Mardi Gras supplies at Orientaltrading.com
• Make a Mardi Gras King Cake. A recipe is available at Allrecipes.com.

Ash Wednesday
• The Ash Wednesday service this year will be offered virtually on YouTube beginning at 7 a.m.  Ashes will be available for pickup outside of 

the church offices February 16 and 17 so you can apply them at home during the service.
• Color a sign that says Allelulia! Bury it. Dig it up on Easter, and proclaim, “Alleluia, Christ is Risen!”
• Plant a seed. Water it everyday and watch it grow through Lent. It should rise by Easter.

Lent
• The clergy will offer a Lenten devotional text message every day during Lent.  To sign up text @lenttexts to 81010. 
• Stations of the Cross will be offered as the Wednesday noonday prayers throughout Lent.  They can be accessed at 12pm or anytime thereafter on 

Youtube. 
• Take something on like reading the Bible every day, going for a walk after dinner, or family prayer time.
• Give up something like ice cream, screen time on Sunday afternoon, or gossiping. 
• Read a Lenten devotional. Church Publishing, Forward Movement, Illustrated Ministry, Episcopal Relief and Development, and Sparkhouse have 

excellent devotionals.  
• Donate food to the St. Francis Food Pantry Food Drive. Drop off non-perishable food outside the church office or in the narthex through Lent.
• Set aside some quiet time each morning to pray or to practice lectio divina. 

*Thanks to Jenni Faires, diocesan youth missioner, and Patti Ames, diocesan formation missioner, for some of these Lenten practices.

Journey through Lent
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A New Thing

As I sat watching the inauguration of President Joe Biden with my family, I was struck not by the politics of the moment, not whether 
a Republican or Democrat won, but by the history behind the moment.  I found it moving and reassuring to see the Capitol building 
and think about how many presidents have taken their oath of office in that same place, including the ones sitting on the Capitol 

steps that day. 
   There have been 59 presidential inaugurations to be exact. George Washington was inaugurated the first president on April 30, 1789 in New 
York City.  In 1801 Thomas Jefferson was the first president inaugurated in Washington, where he took the oath from Chief Justice John Mar-
shall. 
   Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated for his first term in March of 1861 while the Capitol dome was still under construction.  He felt like it was 
important to be there, even then, to show a country that was on the brink of war that progress was still being made.  
   Technically, an inauguration is really just an event or ceremony that marks the beginning of something new.  In the case of presidents, a new 
term in office. But, taking a wider view, an inauguration is something more.  It is a chance to start something new or chart a different course, a 
chance to make changes and lead in new ways.  
   A month ago, I preached a sermon on another inauguration, but not a political one, a baptismal one.  On Baptism of Our Lord Sunday, 
I preached about how Jesus’ baptism was the inauguration of his new ministry. Of course, Jesus’ inauguration was more meaningful and 
profound than any political inauguration. At Jesus’ baptism the dove of the Holy Spirit descended upon him and God gave his full-throated 
approval of his Son. 
   Jesus’ baptismal event signified the end of his private life and the beginning of his public ministry, one in which he would chart a different 
path and do something new. From that moment on, Jesus took on both joys and the challenges to give people a new thing, a new relationship 
with God. 
   And he would go on to call his disciples, and travel the countryside showing how this new kingdom of God was at hand through his words 
and his actions. 
   And the good news for us is that because of Jesus’ inauguration---because of his baptism, ministry, death, and resurrection, and because of 
our own in baptism into him—the possibility of starting anew is always available to us as well.  
   Today is our inauguration day for each and every one of us.  In fact, every day can be our own inauguration day.  Every day God gives us the 
freedom to make the decision to chart a different course rather than the one we have been on. Every day we can make the changes we feel we 
need and want to make in our lives. It won’t always be easy to do that, as Jesus’ life shows us—there are always joys and challenges along the 
way. Regardless, we know that God walks with us and supports us in any new thing we might try.
   What a wonderful and much needed gift. So, what new thing are you called to try?
   Grace and Peace, David  

The Baptism of Christ by William Blake, 1803, in the RISD Museum
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Creator Spirit, Come

Lynne and Harry Kessler in the St. John’s Choir, were inspired by John Rutter’s arrange-
ment of “For the Beauty of the Earth.”  This is the eastern view from their backyard in 
Craig County as the sun sets in the west, creating the colors on top of Price Mountain.

Art and music inspire our own creativity in a variety of ways. They draw us in and deepen our relationship with each oth-
er, with the world around us, and with our Creator. Enjoy these music-inspired photographs submitted by parishioners.

Sarah and Isaac, members of St. John’s Music 
Academy, chose the song “Want” by Birdtalker. 
Sarah drew a picture of someone who was hurt and 
another person stopped to help them. She said that 
was something that Jesus would do to show love and 
we should too. Isaac colored the picture. They came 
up with the photo idea together based especially on 
the line “I want to have eyes of love.” Isaac is in the 
picture. Sarah took the photo.

Connor Dunford, member of St. John’s Singers, was inspired to take this photograph by 
Philip Stopford’s setting of “In the Bleak Midwinter.”

Paige Lucas, member of 
St. John’s Choir, references 
“The Eyes of All Wait Upon 
Thee” by Jean Berger in 
this photo. She and Kian 
toured the Biltmore and its 
surrounding gardens and 
conservatory. In this photo 
from the conservatory, she 
was mainly inspired by the 
verse in the song about 
living things and liked how 
the geometric shapes in the 
photo suggest an intentional 
design in nature.

The photo by Nancy Dixon, member of St. John’s 
Choir, was inspired by “The Servant Song.” She 
writes, “What meaningful words this hymn offers, 
especially for us today.  We are encouraged to share 
our burdens and to be present for and supportive 
of others in times of joy and of sorrow. Calling us 
to speak peace and to live in harmony, this hymn 
inspires us to be Christ-like and to demonstrate 
Christ’s love in our lives and with others.  As we trav-
el on this journey of life, let us pray that we may have 
the grace to be servants of one another.”
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Forward Day by Day/Upcoming Red Cross Blood Drive Sign-up
The small booklet, Forward Day by Day¸ is an excellent resource for daily prayer and Bible Study.  Some of you use the booklet, but because of 
the pandemic, you have not been able to pick up a copy at church.  If you would like a copy mailed to you, please contact the Rev. Mary Mackin. 

Sign up to donate blood at St. John’s on February 10. Register by either contacting the Red Cross or e-mailing Bill Cleveland at billcornog@
gmail.com.

Sign up to receive e-communications, which includes a weekly e-mail with links to Morning Prayer and the accompanying worship bulletin. 
Visit the St. John’s web site and subscribe in the box in the lower right corner or contact Evan Hines at ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org. Subscribe to 
St. John’s YouTube. Register for 10 a.m. Sunday in-person worship services at stjohnsroanoke.org/register.

People in the Parish
Birth
Clara Wyatt Silcox, daughter of Mary and Wyatt Silcox, sister of Jack, granddaughter of Kathy and Ben Temple, great granddaughter of Mary 
Lou Temple, on December 28, 2020.
Deaths
Cathy Caspole, on January 6, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.
Zeth Thomas Hypes, partner of Earle Shumate, on January 6, 2021 in Roanoke, Va.

Children and Youth Photos
Pictured Above: St. John’s Music Academy meets on Zoom. 
Pictured on right: Middle and high school youth participated in 
virtual escape rooms. Here is one of the three groups that successful-
ly solved the mental challenges to find gold in the escape room, Gold 
Rush.


