
St. John’s Episcopal Church • Phone: 540-343-9341 • Fax: 540-343-6362
 After Hours Emergency: 540-312-9155 • Website: www.stjohnsroanoke.org

 St. John’s Episcopal Church | February 2020 - Volume 74 - No. 2

RecordTHE

Ain’t No Mountain High Enough
The Cornerstone of Faith: Foundation for the Future capital campaign is well on its way! Kickoff Sunday was January 12, with a fun flash 
mob reminding us “Ain’t no mountain high enough” to keep St. John’s from continuing its mission and ministry.  Catch the spirit of excitement 
and learn how you can be a part of preserving this precious “cornerstone” entrusted to our care. Sign up today for a Cornerstone Conversation!

Clockwise from Top Left: Cornerstone Campaign Kickoff Flash Mob. To view the flash mob 
video, go to https://youtu.be/FPAYrjCXxZw; Veronica and Senior Warden John Jackson want
EVERYONE to attend a Cornerstone Conversation!  Eric leads the first Cornerstone Conversation.

Cornerstone 
Conversations Schedule

Please attend one of our Cornerstone 
Conversations! Call the parish office 
(343-9341) or register online at 
stjohnsroanoke.org/cornerstoneregistration.

Thursday, January 30, 6:00 p.m. 
Home of John and Martha Parrott
Sunday, February 2, 11:30 a.m. 
Parish Hall, Ken and Harriet Robison
Tuesday, February 4, 6:00 p.m. 
Home of Bill and Gwen Mason
Wednesday, February 5, 6:00 p.m. 
Home of Blair and Sally Godsey
Thursday, February 6, 4:00 p.m. 
Jim and Janet Johnson, Brandon Oaks
Thursday, February 6, 6:00 p.m.
Home of Tom and Noelle Milam
Sunday, February 9, 11:30 a.m. 
Parish Hall, David and Stace Todd
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Love is a powerful thing.  It can make us do some of the most 
beautiful things but also some of the craziest.  Take, for exam-
ple, the first time I went cross-country skiing. This was before 

Andrea and I were married—we were in our early twenties, dating at 
the time.  Trying to impress her, I agreed to go with her on a difficult 
ski trail across the Michigan sand dunes.  I didn’t want her to think I 
didn’t know what I was doing, which of course I didn’t.
   I had been downhill skiing many times before so I just assumed 
that cross-country skiing would be easy. But very quickly it became 
obvious that I was out of my depth. I fell over and wiped out on my 
skis again and again. And there Andrea was, skiing ahead of me—so 
easily, so gracefully.  Later she told me that she enjoyed that experi-
ence quite a bit!  But you know what?  It was worth it, and I would do 
it again. Love really is a powerful thing—powerful enough to make us 
do things we wouldn’t normally do.
   It’s appropriate in February, when we celebrate Valentine’s Day, to 
think about love.  Legend has it that St. Valentine was a priest who 
lived in third-century Rome.  Claudius III, the emperor at that time, 
decided that young and single men made better soldiers than mar-
ried men, so he outlawed marriage for young men.  St. Valentine, be-
lieving this was wrong, continued to marry couples in secret against 
the emperor’s commands. This eventually landed him in prison with 
a death sentence. St. Valentine was willing to go to extraordinary 

By the Rev. David Olson

means to allow others to love each other.
   When it comes down to it though, the power of our earthly love pales 
in comparison to the love that God has for us.  How do we know that?  
Well, think about what God did for love.  God loved us so much, John 
3:16 says that God sent Jesus so that we could have a relationship with 
God and eternal life.  And God also continually blesses us, forgives us, 
and leads us in our lives. That is real love.  
   We may not be able to love as completely as God, but it is still impor-
tant for us to strive to love others like God loves us.  We live in a world 
that more and more turns from the outward signs of love—kindness, 
patience, empathy, and understanding—and instead embraces and 
even revels in the opposite attributes. More than ever this world needs 
people willing to live their lives in a different way—with love—the way 
that Jesus modeled.  
   God calls us to show our love for those around us every day of our 
lives in the things that we say and in the things that we do.  God wants 
us to live with a love in our hearts that serves others.  Crazy?  Maybe—
but love makes us do crazy things.  Why not let love make us do things 
we wouldn’t normally do? Why not ask ourselves, every chance we get, 
“What would I do for love?” 

Love in Christ,
David+ 

See pages 6 and 7 for more stories of love.

What the World Needs Now . . .
Sleeping Bear Dunes, Empire, Michigan



I have been going to Winterlight every year since I started high school. 
It has always been my favorite week of the year and a great way to 
kick off the New Year in a spiritual way. The first night of the event, 

we sang songs and reunited with friends like usual. We were broken up 
into small groups, went to small group spaces, and did our usual get-to- 
know-you games. We then went to evening worship, again, like normal. 
However, after worship was when I started to not feel normal. The priest 
gave a homily, one like I’ve never heard before. He told us a story of his 
time in college. He lived with a couple of other students who wanted 
to eventually go to seminary, like him. He told us of a girl living with 
him, who after many arguments going on in the house, went to every 
bathroom and wrote “you look like God today” on the mirror. Now, this 
might not seem like a moving statement, however we all have those days 
where we feel down and aren’t feeling 100%. He told us that he never 
forgot that experience of his, because that day he realized that each and 
every day, we all look like God. We were all made in God’s image. After, 
we went back into the main building and were given these tiny mirrors. 
As each of us looked into the mirrors, we knew that we looked like God 
that day and every day going forward. I could feel God’s presence and 
felt as though I had been renewed.    

Hatley Loop, a senior at Cave Spring High School, discusses her experience at Kanuga Winterlight 44 this year. 
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Join the Kimoyo Ghana Mission Trip 
this Summer!
This is your opportunity to join members from St. John’s and King-
dom Life Ministries (both older youth and adults) as we travel to 
Ghana this summer.

• Dates: June 15 to June 28, 2020
• The trip will include visits to historic and cultural sites in 

Ghana followed by travel to Northern Ghana to help with sev-
eral Kimoyo projects

• Estimated Cost: $2,400 + airfare
 
For more information contact: John Merten, mer10@cox.net.  We 
will have informal meetings for those who might be interested.

Visiting Ghana was a once in a lifetime, humbling, amazing ex-
perience that I will never forget. Over the course of 10 days I 
learned about new cultures, tried new foods, saw new ways to 
worship Christ, and met some of the most remarkable people. It 
is an experience I wouldn't trade for anything. 

-Anna Merten

Made in God’s Image: Winterlight 44 Reflection



St. John’s Happenings

St. John’s Book Club
In the conference room at 6:30 p.m.

Contact Mary Mackin at mmackin@stjohnsroanoke.org

February 6: The Dutch House by Ann Patchett

Sunday Mornings at 9
Seculosity: How Our Daily Activities Became Our New Religion 
and What to Do About It
February 2, 9
Led by the Rev. David Olson

Foods of the Bible
February 16, 21
Led by Janet Johnson
We will look at the Biblical dietary do’s and don’ts, as well as dietary 
customs. The foods can be divided into food groups as we often refer 
to: fruits, grains, dairy, and a food preservative - salt. We will explore 
the relationship of the foods to the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
taments.   

Youth Mission Fundraiser
On February 9 after all services in the narthex, the youth will be selling 
quarts of frozen Brunswick stew for $20 generously made by the Fine 
Wines. All proceeds go to support the Youth Mission Fund.

Journey Groups Return for Spring!
January 26 - March 18 (No Meetings or Supper on February 2)

Journey groups return for the spring. See the Winter/Spring For-
mation Booklet or contact the Rev. David Olson at dolson@stjohn-
sroanoke.org for more information or to sign up. Topics include:

Faith and Fun for Kids: Prayer 
(Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m.)
Mary Magdalene and Jesus of Nazareth in Film 
(Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m.)
Seculosity 
(Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m.) 
Theology in the Garden 
(Sunday afternoons at 3:30 p.m.)
Bible Study: Acts 
(Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. starting January 15)
Parents’ Group 
(Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m.; child care available)
Sacred Ground 
(Every other Monday at 6:30 p.m.) (This class is full)

Music on the Corner
March 20: Duo Arabesque: 

Julee Hickox, flute, Rachel Lee Hall, harp

Join us for an evening of duets for harp and flute featuring music from 
Impressionist composers such as Claude Debussy and Maurice Ravel. 

ECW in the Winter
Ms. Holly Bradshaw Loftin, 

How STEM Education Will Change Our Future
February 4, 5:30 p.m. social; 6 p.m. dinner; 6:45 p.m. program

$10 dinner, $2 extra for wine.  Dinner reservations are required by 
January 31.  Please call Pat Burns for reservations: 529-0096. 
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These Are Our Bodies 
February 21-22

A program for fifth- and sixth-graders (‘tweens) and their parents 
to discuss faith and sexuality. Contact Christine Mortlock at cmort-
lock@stjohnsroanoke.org to register.

Canterbury Annual Bridge 
and Mahjong Luncheon

Monday, February 10, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Reserve Early! $25 per person by Feb. 3. $30 per person after Feb. 4. De-
liver or mail table reservations and checks to Canterbury, P. O. Box 257, 
Roanoke, Va. 24002.

Youth Ministry
Middle School Ski Trip at Winter Place
February 28-March 1

Confirmation Classes
Begin on February 2, 11:30 in the fourth floor conference room.

Fourth Annual Women’s Retreat
Please join us at our Fourth Annual Women’s Retreat at the W. E. 
Skelton Conference Center in Franklin County, Virginia, from April 
17-19th! Our theme for the retreat is Self-Care. Register at cogni-
toforms.com/stjohnsepiscopalchurch1/womensretreat2020selfcare. 
Whitney Burton-Smith or Christine Mortlock are happy to answer 
any questions you might have about the retreat! 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
February 25, 6 p.m.

We share with our friends at Kingdom Life Ministries a last celebra-
tion before the season of Lent!  Pancakes, pancake races, festivities 
and fellowship.  We will have Pre-YG at 5 p.m. on the first floor.

Ash Wednesday
We begin the season of Lent with services on February 26 at 7 a.m., 
12 p.m., and 6 p.m. Holy Eucharist with Ashes.

Rise Against Hunger
March 22, following the 10 a.m. service

A service project for all ages — we’ll pack thousands of meals for a 
community in need. The event takes place following the 10 a.m. ser-
vice and a family-style lunch sponsored by Fellowship on the Fourth. If 
you would like to support our pack financially, please make your check 
payable to St. John’s with ‘Rise Against Hunger’ in the memo line.
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Love Sweet Love
   Weddings through the Years at St. John’s

Sarah Boxley and Carl Beck

   Carl and I were married at St. John’s on October 14, 2006, in front of a 
church full of family and friends. Before the ceremony, Carl and the men 
waited in the vesting room watching a football game on their phones. I 
waited in Loulie’s Lounge with my parents and bridesmaids. As the pro-
cession lined up, people kept disappearing from the room, and Dad and 
I were left alone. In a desperate move to avoid crying, Dad picked up our 
ceremony leaflet and started reading it to me. Soon after, it was time to head 
down the aisle. 
   I will never forget seeing all the faces from the different parts of my life 
together in the same space. I loved it and tried to see the faces of as many 
friends and family as I could during that march down the aisle. I have coun-
seled all my friends to savor that moment in time—being surrounded by all 
that love—because it never happens again. 
   Our wedding occurred just after the organ had been struck by lightning, 
so we hired several musicians to play, which we lovingly called “the orches-
tra.” Carl and I had both been warned multiple times that if we locked our 
knees, we would faint during the ceremony. We were both bobbing up and 
down during one hymn, and the wedding guests thought we were dancing.
I was baptized and confirmed at St. John’s. Carl and I were married here, 
and both of our children were baptized here. It is exciting to think about 
what is yet to come in our church home!

Martha and John Parrott

   John and I were married at St. John’s on April 4, 1987—almost 37 years 
ago. Yikes! The date is easy to remember because it snowed the night before 
our wedding, it snowed again on our five-year anniversary, and it snowed 
AGAIN on our ten-year anniversary! Getting married at St. John’s was so 
special to us because both of our parents were married here, as well as most 
of our grandparents, great-grandparents, etc. We were surrounded by fam-
ily and friends in the church where we both grew up—we were very blessed! 
We went on to raise our three children here too and continue to worship at 
St. John’s. 

Pictured Above: 
Sarah Boxley and Carl Beck process down the St. John’s aisle shortly after getting married. 
Martha and John Parrott pose in front of the St. John’s altar on their wedding day.
Pictures from the top Right: 
Kristin and James Breakell beam before the St. John’s altar fifteen years ago.
Jane and Deke Coulter at their reception at St. John’s. A groomsman painted a funny message on the soles of Deke’s shoes.

St. John’s has been a place where love has been celebrated many times during its 127 years. From baptisms to confirmations, from worship to 
weddings, love in its many forms has been witnessed, affirmed, and upheld by the people of St. John’s. Here long-time St. John’s members 
reflect back fondly on their wedding days at St. John’s, not only when they were married to the person they loved, but they were surrounded 

by the love of their church family and anchored in Christ’s enduring love. We all look forward to a future with many more celebrations of love 
in this sacred place. 
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Kristin and James Breakell

   Fifteen years ago, James and I decided we wanted to be together 
forever.  We knew we wanted a ceremony that was special for every-
one—it was important for our guests to leave our ceremony feeling 
more in love when they left than when they arrived.  But, wow!  It 
was the love directed OUR way during our wedding that keeps us 
going today.  
   The Rev. Clay Turner joined us together in marriage. He had bap-
tized and confirmed me at the same, beautiful altar where we were 
married.   The music was close to our hearts—"All Things Bright and 
Beautiful” and “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God.” There were saints 
with us every step of the way—from our parents and Courtney and 
JB celebrating with us, our wedding party standing up for us, friends 
reading lovely messages for us, Ruby Harlow directing us, David 
Charles showing us the beauty of music, the altar guild decorating 
the altar, and Clay Turner’s gentle counseling.   As we approach a big 
anniversary this year, we are especially sensitive to the blessing we 
receive from all our friends and family who that day and everyday 
serve as our saints.  And of course, we are thankful these days to 
worship in the place that shaped us in those days.

Jane and Deke Coulter

Jane and Deke Coulter were married at St. John’s on September 4, 1976. 

Help Me

   One mischievous groomsman painted this on the bottom of Deke’s shoes.
   Oh, so funny—on the I Love Lucy show maybe, but not at your very own wedding!
   Yet, could it be, that these words were an outward and visible sign
 of the help we need to seek an inward and spiritual grace?
 of the help and comfort to give one another in prosperity and adversity?
 of the help and strength to keep in sickness
                and in health?

 of the help and patience to 
 raise and nurture children?
 of the help to accept what we cannot understand?
 of the help to love our neighbors as ourselves?
   From infancy through childhood, from marriage to 
motherhood and now grandmother-hood, my family 
and St. John’s has blessed me and enriched me beyond 
measure. They have been steadfast in their love and help. 
Thanks be to God for the help that is so graciously given.
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Send us your news!
We like to communicate St. John’s programming well 
in advance, so please send information a minimum 
of two editions ahead. Deadlines for submissions to 
The Record are noon on February 12 for the March 
edition (which includes March and April) and noon 
on March 11 for the April edition (which includes 
April and May). Send information to ehines@stjohn-
sroanoke.org.

Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am. 
Sunday Classes for Youth and Adults
9:45 am. 
Children’s Chapel
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. 
The Gathering Eucharist
6:30 p.m. 
Youth Groups

Child Care Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
and 4:30-6 p.m. (ages 0 through grade 5)

People in the Parish
Baptism, January 12, 2020
Charlotte Lucille Aldridge, daughter of Brad and Whitney Aldridge, sister of Hudson 
Ross Aldridge. 

Birth
Ana Murray Coulter, daughter of Keedick and Samantha Coulter, sister of Isabela 
Coulter, granddaughter of Jane and Deke Coulter, on August 25, 2019.

Wedding
Claiborne Carey Fletcher and Matthew Gordon Montgomery, daughter of Jeff and 
Cyndi Fletcher, sister of Will Fletcher, on January 18, 2020.

Deaths
Emily Woodrum, on January 14, 2020 in Roanoke, Va.
Anne Carr Kirkpatrick, on January 6, 2020 in Christiansburg, Va. 

Pre-YG Ice Skating on January 12


