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The Way of Love: 100 Episcopal Years

By Al Cole/cover photo by Meredith Roller

I’m Episcopalian. I have been for as long as I can remember. This 
weekend was the convention (read: gathering) of all 55 Episco-
pal churches in our diocese. I am a delegate to convention, which 

means that I have voting power, but unlike our delegates to state and 
federal congress, I vote with my heart, not for my constituents.
   This year was the 100th anniversary of this diocese. Our Diamond 
Jubilee year. To celebrate, the diocese planned a revival. I know “Epis-
copal” and “revival” are not often said in the same sentence – but I felt 
the energy building all day toward an amazing event. A big part of 
the amazingness was the presence of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry. 
   Here are some disparate thoughts on what I heard and saw:
   The lesser-known gem of these conventions is the Friday night ser-
vice, held this year at St. Andrew’s Catholic Church. There’s nothing 

like the sunset from their front steps and the beautifully ornate space 
inside. I knew from the opening smack of the Djembe drum that this 
was no ordinary Episcopal service – this was a revival! Every time I 
hear Djembe in church, I am reminded that the average Anglican is a 
woman from sub-Saharan Africa, in her 30s. I am reminded that our 
church is more than just my local church, more than my city, more 
than the diocese, more than the Episcopal Church of the U.S.A. – but 
the world.
   The current bishop of our diocese regaled us with stories of the early 
days of the diocese, and our first bishop, Robert Carter Jett. Bishop Jett 
had prohibition and the stock market crash of 1929 to deal with. He 
traveled by horse, and then by Model T to the remote corners of the 
diocese to spread the Gospel. 

Continued on page 2 . . . 

The Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern Virginia celebrated its 100th Convention January 25-27. 
St. John’s hosted Youth @ Convention again, and our clergy, staff and delegates were involved throughout the weekend.
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Continued from page 1 . . . 
   We all know the story of the Gospel. We read and recite it all through-
out the church year. But sometimes the repetition breeds complacency. 
Bishop Curry brought the stories back to life. I forgot I was listening to 
a story I’ve heard a million times before. I laughed when he criticized 
the fishing skills of those “so-called” professional fishermen (seriously, 
were they able to catch anything without Jesus’ help?). I snapped my 
fingers when he said “The Spirit is an equal opportunity employer,” re-
minding us that most of the male disciples abandoned Christ, leaving 
only the women and the “beloved disciple” (maybe John?) at the foot of 
the cross. I cried when he quoted my favorite passages about the love of 
God (Galatians 3:28, 1 John 4:8), passages I clung to during the darkest 
hours of my life. I stood and applauded when he said “If it doesn’t look 
like love, it ain’t Jesus.”
   In the afternoon, we had break-out sessions. The one I picked was 
a pilgrimage through Gainsboro, following a talk given by historian 
Jordan Bell. Between the 1950s and 1970s the neighborhood was torn 
up to make way for an interstate and a performing arts center (among 
other things). I shouldn’t have to tell you that it was once a historically 
African-American neighborhood. We walked to some of the buildings 
that are still standing, singing and praying at each. At the statue of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., we held hands and sang a version of Micah 6:8 (Do 
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.). We listened to 
stories from those who still remember the way the neighborhood used 
to be. 

Mike Leigh
As I sit at home reflecting on this past convention, I realize how for-
tunate I was to be a delegate for St John's. This was my third conven-
tion, and it was a special one. With the Presiding Bishop here on our 
100th anniversary, there was more excitement and energy.
   Once again, this convention placed emphasis on becoming more 
of a mission church. This has been the primary goal for Bishop Mark 
Bourlakas since his arrival, and I learned that our diocese has a deep 
history of mission. So once again I ask myself, “What is our mission? 
What is my mission? How can I practice the Way of Love?” Being 
in community at St John's and attending this year's convention has 
opened my heart to the Holy Spirit and provided me some answers.

Gates DeHart
I had a mountaintop experience at Council when Bishop Curry talk-
ed about the time in John's gospel when Jesus characterizes himself 
as “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” – I have always been fine with 
that; however, the next part used to give me pause – “No one comes 
to the Father except by me.” 
   Clergy people through the years have tried to interpret that pas-
sage for me when I expressed concern over its “exclusive” overtones.  
Bishop Curry did the trick when he said our Blessed Lord was say-
ing, essentially, I am the Way because the true way to the father is 
through pure, selfless love, which I embody. Emulate and follow that 
path, says Jesus, and whoever you are, you cannot help but find your 
way to God.
   Thank you, Bishop Curry, for enlightening me.

Cover photo and ‘Way of Love’ photo by Meredith Roller; photos of 
bishops and of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on pilgrimage by 
Deanie Young.
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By The Rev. Eric Long

The Epiphany of our Lord is an ancient Christian feast which dates from 
at least 361 A.D. and falls on January 6 every year. With it, we move 
beyond the twelve days of Christmas into the startling discovery of just 
exactly what the hubbub surrounding this baby’s birth is about. The 
Greek meaning of the word Epiphany is “appearance” or “manifesta-
tion.” In common parlance, “a sudden perception of the essential nature 
or meaning of something” (Merriam-Webster).
   With the feast of the Epiphany come the Magi, those gentile sages, who 
had the foresight and wisdom to recognize royalty in this peasant child 
and know the Jesus event must mean something for the whole world, 
not just one private corner of it. Yet it also brings the wrath of cruel 
King Herod, who rightly discerns the assault that Jesus’ birth is on the 
status quo. Jesus is baptized to inaugurate his public ministry and the 
voice from heaven shouts, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.”  
   Such is the rapid pace of revelation in the season after the Epiphany. 
In these weeks, demons flee, the sick are healed and common people far 
and wide see that something new has broken into their world in the per-
son of Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus calls disciples into his ministry, and they 
enter it with great trepidation and awe, as indeed we all must. Finally, 
just before the illumination of the season yields to the penitence of Lent, 
all is unveiled on the Mount of Transfiguration where the picture takes 
on absolute clarity: in Jesus, God has come onto our turf, and the conse-
quences of his coming will not be small, isolated, contained or reversed.  
   In each of these turns, the essential nature of God is revealed in the 
person of Jesus of Nazareth. Yet also unveiled are the cosmic and per-
sonal implications of such an earth-shaking event. With Jesus’ advent, 
things have changed, which means we must also change. This will also 
be made undeniably clear. However, human history has proven this 
manifestation of God is resisted in human hearts. Nothing is so com-
mon as to deny the reality, and thus the consequences, of God’s coming 
into our world. Just ask King Herod; reality is the easiest thing to reject.

The Epiphany of Epiphany

   So the question comes to each of us: how will we, each in our own 
lives, receive the reality of this God made manifest? Will we, like the 
Magi of old, have the good sense to recognize the seismic shift-taking 
written into the very cosmos about us? Or will we fight like Herod to 
defend our little piece of a dying world?
   Epiphany insists our world has opened up with new possibilities 
because God has finally, definitively shown up. Nothing will be the 
same with King Jesus around. He will make the first, last; the outcast, 
embraced; the dead, alive. Nothing, despite all desperate efforts to 
the contrary, can stay the same. Nothing. Not even us. How do we 
embrace that? How do we put aside our old perceptions and habits 
and work together for a new world in Christ?
   The Creator just entered creation. This is the epiphany of the Epiphany.

Vestry Officers Announced for 2019
Many thanks for their service to St. John’s!

Senior Warden: John Jackson
Junior Warden: David Tucker
Treasurer: Robert Brailsford

Assistant Treasurer: Ginny Jarrett
Clerk: Lauren Walker

Outreach Challenge Met!
Thank you for your gifts to our 2018 matching grant, 
part of 12 years of a generous and anonymous gift! We 
raised $22,226 and met our match, raising a total of 
$42,226, all of which will support St. John's outreach 
ministries in our communities here and around the 
world. Your gifts make a difference.



St. John’s Happenings

Sunday Mornings at 9
Epiphany: God in the World, God for the World
February 3 and 10: Seeing God in the World Through Words
February 17 and 24: Being God in the World Through Action

Transfiguration Sunday, March 3
Explore the theology and mystery of our liturgy through an instructed 
Eucharist, led by the Reverend Eric Long.

Fine Wines
Casserole Sale, Youth Sunday, March 24, to support youth mission 
trips this spring.  Pizza spaghetti casserole, chicken and wild rice cas-
serole, and vegetable lasagna are available. Just $25 each!
“The Diaries of Adam and Eve,” based on the writings of Mark Twain, 
March 22, performed by Mary Jean Levin and Gates DeHart. 6 p.m. 
with a reception at 5:15.  All are invited; $10 admission.
Roanoke Symphony Orchestra Concert, 3 p.m. February 10. Dinner 
will follow at Restaurant 419 at 5:30 p.m. Please secure your own sym-
phony tickets. RSVP for dinner: Janet Johnson, 776-2415.
Second Sunday Brunch, March 10 at The Roanoker.

Journey Groups Return for Spring!
Sunday Evenings

Checking In: With our faith, with each other. (John Jackson) 
Knitting: A group for beginners to advanced, knitting together. 
(Pat Skelton)
Faith and Fun for Kids: Spark House’s Whirl Classroom, 
for pre-K through fifth grade. (Christine Mortlock and the staff of
 the Child Care Center)
Shameless: Discussing the Reverend Nadia Bolz-Weber’s newest book, 
just published. (Dawn Murray)

Other Times

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: meets year-round and is reading 
Philemon and Thessalonians. (Hans and Dianne Brings)
Garden Theology: Planting and cultivating seeds both spiritual 
and literal. (Whitney Burton)
Writing Our Faith: Our writers’ group will be creating work for a special 
May 5 arts event. (Cara Ellen Modisett)

Music on the Corner
Passion and Pilgrimage: Soprano Marlayna Maynard 

and Pianist Cara Ellen Modisett
March 1, reception at 5:15 p.m., concert at 6 p.m.

An evening of artsong and opera aria, including the music of Barber, 
Strauss and Haydn. Dr. Maynard is director of vocal studies at Radford 
University; she has soloed with ensembles including the Memphis and 
Huntington symphonies and as a recitalist across the country. Ms. Modis-
ett is music director of St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal, communications director 
at St. John’s and serves as collaborative staff pianist at Radford University.

A Celebration of David-Charles 
Campbell’s Ministry of Music
February 10; 10 a.m. service and reception following

Please join us on February 10 for a celebration of David-Charles 
Campbell’s presence and ministry with us, on his last Sunday as min-
ister of music at St. John’s. Everyone is invited to bring cards, notes and 
favorite stories for David-Charles – we’ll have a basket on hand to col-
lect them – that will also be a time to bring gifts, if you choose. If you 
cannot be there on February 10, drop cards and gifts off at the church 
offices any time before then.
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St. John’s Book Club
In the conference room at 6:30 p.m.

Contact Mary Mackin at mmackin@stjohnsroanoke.org

February 7: Becoming Mrs. Lewis by Patti Callahan
March 7: Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
April 4: The Reverend Barkley Thompson will be here to discuss 
his book In the Midst of the City.

Early Parishioners at St. John's
Tuesday, February 5

Everyone is invited to ECW (Episcopal Church Women)’s upcoming 
program program on St. John's history, given by Alison Blanton and 
Anne Beckett. Wine at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. and program at 7 
p.m. Reservations: contact Pat Burns, 529-0096 Cost: $12 with wine, 
$10 without; the program is free.

Red Cross Blood Drive
February 13 from 12-6 p.m. in the parish hall.

Call 1-800-RED-CROSS to schedule an appointment.

Canterbury Annual Bridge 
and Mahjong Luncheon

February 11, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Reserve early.  $25 per person by February 4.  $30 per person after 
February 4.  Mail checks to Canterbury, P.O. Box 257 Roanoke, Va. 
24002. Contact Kay Kelly at 314-9502 for more information.

Book and Author Event
April 4, 6 p.m.

The Very Reverend Barkley Thompson, former rector of St. John’s and 
now dean of Christ Church Cathedral in Houston, Texas, will read 
from his collection of columns and sermons, In the Midst of the City: 
The Gospel and God’s Politics. A book signing and reception follows.

Rise Against Hunger
February 24, following the 10 a.m. service

A service project for all ages – we’ll pack thousands of meals for a com-
munity in need (last year we sent them to Haiti). The event takes place 
following the 10 a.m. service and a family-style lunch sponsored by 
Fellowship on the Fourth. If you would like to support our pack finan-
cially, please make your check payable to St. John’s with ‘Rise Against 
hunger’ in the memo line.

Save the Dates
Women at the Well, February 7, March 7, April 11, May 9
Safeguarding God’s Children class with Lunch, March 3, 11:30-2:30
RSVP to Christine Mortlock at cmortlock@stjohnsroanoke.org
Parents Night Out, March 9, 6-8:30 p.m.
Women's Retreat, April 26-28

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
March 5, 6 p.m.

We share with our friends at Kingdom Life Ministries a last celebra-
tion before the season of Lent!  Pancakes, pancake races, festivities 
and fellowship.

Ash Wednesday
We begin the season of Lent with services on March 6 at 7 a.m., 12 
p.m. and 6 p.m.; Holy Eucharist with Ashes.
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Road Trips, Ski 
Trip and Annual 
Convention

We have had a very busy Christmas and win-
ter so far this year, from a youth retreat at 
Kanuga in North Carolina, where some of 

our youth welcomed in the New Year with other youth 
from all over the East Coast, to planning for Youth @ 
Convention which we hosted here at the end of January, 
and our annual ski trip to Snowshoe. Our youth have 
been traveling, building community and growing to-
gether. –Tray Light
   Megan McGinnis: At the end of 2018, I spent a week 
at Kanuga for Winterlight 43, where I experienced first-
hand the meaning of beloved community. This year at 
Winterlight, I realized that community is a combination 
of people, places and shared memories. One memory 
from the week that stands out to me was the healing ser-
vice. During the service, and throughout the entirety of 
the week as well, I felt the compassion, love and endless 
support that makes the Kanuga community so unique. 
   Margaret Tower: I had a really good experience on the 
St. John’s ski trip last year, so I was excited to return this 
year. My favorite memory from the trip was just getting 
to ski with my friends since I usually just ski with my 
parents. Even though it was pretty cold, the conditions 
were perfect so there was no ice or slush to worry about. 
I especially had a lot of fun getting to know everyone 
better chatting on the ski lifts. Another of my favorite 
things was stopping at the Waffle Cabin after a long 
day of skiing for sugar waffles and apple cider. My 16th 
birthday fell on the Monday of the trip, so on Sunday 
night we had a party with birthday cake. It was a great 
way to celebrate and a great way to end the trip.
   Abigail Long: These past two months, about 25 YMT, 
myself included, have been scrambling to make our up-
coming Youth @ Convention as spectacular as it can get. 
Our Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, came for our dio-
cese’s 100th year anniversary. 
   The past couple of planning meetings we’ve held for 
this event have added up to one beautiful mess. I am 
not exaggerating by using the word “mess,” but neither 
is it too much to use the word “beautiful.” Both perfectly 
describe our time creating this amazing event that cen-
tered on Bishop Curry’s favorite word, love. A beautiful 
mess that centers around love – sounds like the Church. 

St. John’s and a 
Connection to Kenya
by Christine Mortlock, minister to children and families
Read the entire story on our blog, We Gather.

Since Novem-
ber Eva Mda-
chi has been 

visiting her sister 
Sheila Mdachi, a 
longtime Roanoke 
resident and attend-
ee of St. John’s. Eva 
returns to her home 
in Nairobi, Kenya, 
in March. 
   Sheila, who trained 
at Eldoret Medical 
School and worked 
as a nurse in Kenya, 

works as a nurse’s aide at Catawba Hospital as she raises her three sons. Eva has 
volunteered in our children and family ministry.
   Eva and Sheila come from a family of 11 children. Their family is of the Kamba 
tribe, one of the five main tribes of Kenya’s 43 tribes, and they speak Kiswahili and 
English fluently, and speak a bit of Kikamba. Their maternal grandfather, Joel Kat-
sivo, hailed from Mombasa, a coastal city in Kenya, and introduced the family to 
Christianity. Eva and Sheila’s father, James Muthoka Mdachi, a World War II vet-
eran, also converted to Christianity as a young boy although he grew up in the 
primarily Muslim town Mariakani near Mombasa.
   In Nairobi, Eva worships at All Saints Cathedral, the archdeaconry of the Diocese, 
a vibrant, large church, that just celebrated its 100-year anniversary, is building an 
expansive teen and children center, and maintains the largest organ in East Africa. 
On average, 600 children and 6,000 adults worship every Sunday. The Cathedral has 
a kindergarten and primary school, two parishes in the slum areas of Nairobi, and 
runs the St. Nicholas Home, a home that cares for neglected children.
   Both Eva and Sheila’s hearts lie in outreach. Eva, after retiring from working for 
Micro-Finance Bank, helping women at a grassroots level, now chairs the evange-
lism and outreach committee at her church. She organizes missions within East 
Africa and has participated in missions in South Sudan and Congo. Sheila says, “I 
feel I have a calling to work with refugees.” She worked as a nurse in a refugee camp 
in Mombasa, ministered to a broken people from war-torn and drought-ridden So-
malia and Ethiopia. 
   St. John’s feels like home to Eva and Sheila. “I love it,” says Sheila. Eva doesn’t find it 
too different from her church. The hymns from the Hymnal 1982, also used at Eva’s 
church, resonate with her (St. John’s recently sang “Crown Him with Many Crowns,” 
one of Eva’s favorites). 
   To learn more about All Saint’s Cathedral, Nairobi, visit allsaintsnairobi.org.
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Above: Annual youth ski trip; Coca-Cola Consolidated helped sup-
port expenses for those needing it. Lower right: Dr. Elizabeth Mal-
bon, teaching a Sunday evening class on Luke. Below left: Roanoke 
Vice Mayor Joe Cobb; Blacksburg Town Council member Lauren Col-
liver; communications director Cara Modisett and Virginia delegate 
Sam Rasoul after a Sunday morning panel.

St. John’s in January
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Send us your news!
We would like to communicate St. John’s program-
ming well in advance, so please send event informa-
tion a minimum of two editions ahead. Deadlines 
for submissions to The Record are noon on February 
13 for the March edition (which includes March and 
April) and noon on March 13 for the April edition 
(which includes April and May.)  Send information 
to cmodisett@stjohnsroanoke.org and ehines@st-
johnsroanoke.org.

Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am. 
Sunday Classes for Youth and Adults
9:45 am. 
Children’s Chapel
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. 
The Gathering Eucharist
5:45 p.m. 
Sunday Supper
6:30 p.m. 
Youth and Journey Groups

Child Care Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. and 4:30-
7:30 p.m. (ages 0 through grade 5)

People in the Parish
Baptism, January 13, 2019
Colston John, son of Jennifer and Chris John, brother of Kenyon and Kemper John.

Births
Elowen Rivers Moore, daughter of Landon and Meredith Moore, sister of Mac Moore, 
granddaughter of Mae Moore.
Curtis Sparrow Wood, son of Adam and Hillary Wood, grandson of John and Tina 
Wood, on December 26, 2018 in Roanoke, Virginia.
Asa Edward Ashton, son of Ben and Natalie Ashton, brother of Jack Ashton, grandson 
of Ginger Thomas Ashton.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and youth of the diocese at January 28's revival at 
Berglund Center in downtown Roanoke. Photo by Cara Modisett.


