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Coming Soon...Behind These Doors!

Surprises you’ll need to see to believe, 
including something never before seen or done at St. John’s.

January 12 | 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
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On Sunday, December 1, when we approach the doors of St. 
John’s, we’ll see wreaths on the doors, plain evergreen wreaths 
with purple bows, not flashy red ones.  “Ah, it’s Advent,” we’ll 

say and begin to adjust our hearts and minds to this new season of the 
church year—this reflective season.   Advent for us is a time of expec-
tation and anticipation, a time when we are to examine our lives and 
prepare ourselves to receive God’s presence and God’s love in the form 
of the incarnation.   
   I didn’t know anything about Advent until I became an Episcopalian.  I 
grew up in a little Presbyterian Church out in the country in Wisconsin.  
We didn’t do Advent—no purple, no Advent candles, no Advent hymns.  
What we did do, every Sunday of December, was gather in the church to 
practice for the Christmas program, which would be held on Christmas 
Eve.  Every family brought a picnic basket of food for lunch, and we 
shared and ate our lunch in the balcony of the church.  Then, the choir 
practiced, the little children recited their short poems, the manger scene 
was set, and costumes unpacked.  The expectation and excitement grew 
until the last practice and then the big event on Christmas Eve. 
   Although we didn’t use the word Advent, this gathering and practice 
was, in a sense, a kind of Advent.  We were preparing for the miraculous 
birth of God coming into the world.  Surely, in this preparation, we were 
doing the work of Advent:  examining our hearts, making them ready 
again for Christ to be born in them, recapturing the awe and wonder of 
it all. 
   We Episcopalians, of course, know about Advent.  And we have 
learned to lead a double life during this season.  In our outside life, we 
are preparing for Christmas—baking, shopping, partying, decorating—
but when we approach the doors of the church and see the purple bows, 
we are reminded that Christmas hasn’t happened yet, that we are in a 

Reflecting on the Advent Season
By The Rev. Mary Mackin

time of preparation, a time of looking inside and asking some hard 
questions—how can we be more open to God and more responsive 
to the needs of our neighbors? 
   Because we know about Advent and what it asks of us, it changes 
us.  We know that we are living double lives during the month of 
December.  We may enjoy our Christmas preparations, but we are 
also aware that we are waiting for a  momentous event.  We hold 
back a part of ourselves, in reflection and anticipation, because the 
Christ has not yet come.  The event we are awaiting gives substance 
to our lives, authenticity, gravity. God is coming to us; we have been 
fervently waiting. 
   And so, on Christmas Eve, when we approach the doors of the 
church and see the red bows on the wreaths, our hearts leap up; we 
say “Yes, yes! Finally. It’s Christmas.”  And we enter the doors with 
anticipation, expectation, hope, and joy.  We are ready, now, for the 
incredible mystery. 

Outreach Challenge: Help Us Meet a $20,000 
Matching Grant
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 
25:35)

Every year, from the corner of Jefferson and Elm, St. John’s seeks to 
serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourself.  One 
of the most meaningful ways we engage in this work is by serving 

others through our various outreach ministries.
   Here’s a look at some of what our outreach gave over the past year, by 
the numbers:
   We housed families at the Light House for 17 weeks through Family 
Promise of Greater Roanoke.
   Through Kimoyo Ltd. we helped a group of women in Ghana open a 
bakery and funded over 30 microloans to women, we also ran a soccer 

literacy program serving 125 junior-high-aged girls from four vil-
lages and a medical clinic that saw thousands of patients.
   We hosted 54 4-8th graders after school at Community Youth Pro-
gram (CYP).
   We provided financial support as well as countless hours of labor to 
build a house with Habitat for Humanity. 
   We sent 14 youth and 5 adults on mission trips over the summer.
   We gave over 400 grants to nearly 1,100 individuals through 
T.R.U.E. (Temporary Relief for Unexpected Emergencies).
   It is only through your generosity that St. John’s is able to make the 
positive impact that we do. An anonymous donor offers to match up 
to $20,000 during the December Outreach Challenge, so anything 
you give has twice the impact. We ask that you will prayerfully con-
sider giving to the December Outreach Challenge this year, to kick-
start our outreach ministries in 2020. 
   Keep an eye out for an outreach challenge activity as well.  We 
will be playing Outreach Bingo throughout the month of December!  
Grab a bingo card at church!
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Why Worship?

It is easy for us to put something besides God in the center of our 
lives. In our increasingly secular and consumer-driven society, the 
job, the reputation, the bank account, ad infinitum, crowd–out 

God. Competing interests vie for our time and attention. And any-
thing that gets our prolonged time and attention will ultimately get our 
adoration and worship.
   In worship, we set aside these golden calves, and turn our attention 
again to God. In worship, we say individually and as one body, “Lau-
damus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te. We praise you, 
we worship you, we adore you, and we glorify you.” We live out Jesus’s 
first commandment to love God with our whole hearts, minds, and 
souls. We do this from our pews, with children gleefully toddling to-
ward the communion rail, organ sounding familiar strains, and altar 
candles glowing,
   Worship reminds us where our real allegiance lies. We can be for-
getful. Worship, with its smells, sounds, and sights, shakes us out of 
our forgetfulness. To be honest, some Sundays we might not feel like 
it. But with regularity we return, knowing worship is a central part 
of our discipleship. We come back to break bread, listen to scripture 
and its exegesis, pray and confess, and sing hymns as a body of Christ, 
because we know that worshiping God changes us. Presiding Bishop 
Curry says, “The whole experience [of worship] is actually ingeniously 
designed to de-center myself and re-center my life on God.” This bears 
repeating. Worship is designed to de-center our selves and re-center 
our lives on God. It is intended to free us from our self-involved views, 
and yoke us again, individually and corporately, to God.
   The Pew Research Center released a report in October stating that 

37% percent of Christians worship only a few times a year, seldom, or 
never. Perhaps this statistic reflects author David Zahl’s observation 
that, “the market in replacement religion is booming.” Zahl, college 
and young adult minister at Christ Episcopal Church, Charlottesville, 
recently wrote and published the book Seculosity, in which he argues 
that we can make a replacement religion of many things. He states 
our commitments to careers, parenting, politics, our own busyness be-
come our replacement religions. But Zahl adds, “Diverting as some of 
our replacement religions may be (food!), they turn to dust under the 
burden of human suffering, contradiction, and need.” No lowercase r- 
religion, as he calls these replacement religions, can sustain us in times 
of loss, uplift us in times of discouragement, preserve us in hope, as 
does the God we meet in worship.
   Worshiping God on Sunday casts a long shadow of depth and mean-
ing onto the rest of our lives. Our myriad activities and relationships 
outside our church walls are informed by the hour we spend together 
on Sunday. As the brothers of the Society of St. John the Evangelist 
said, “no part of our life is untouched by our worship.  It makes our 
experience of time itself sacred.” So, as we enter into this holy season 
of Advent and Christmas, let us fully worship the Lord. Our worship 
will sanctify our very lives.
   If you are interested in learning more about David Zahl’s book Secu-
losity and discussing replacement religions and our faithful response 
to them, we will be offering a journey group centered on a reading of 
the book. The group will meet on Sunday evenings this spring from 
January 26 through March 15 at 6:30 p.m. 



Advent and Christmas at St. John’s
Advent Wreath Making 

and Potluck Supper
December 1 at 6 p.m.

We’ll provide chicken, you bring a side dish 
and $5 to make your Advent wreath! 

Downtown Roanoke Christmas Parade
December 13 at 6 p.m.

St. John’s serves hot chocolate and cookies! 

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 22 at 5 p.m.

Christmas Eve ~ Tuesday, December 24
 4 p.m. Family Holy Eucharist, Rite II * 

5:40 p.m. Festival Music for Christmas Eve 
6 p.m. Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite II * 

 9:40 p.m. Festival Music for Christmas Eve
10 p.m. Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Christmas Day ~ Wednesday, December 25
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

First Sunday After Christmas
Sunday, December 29

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10 a.m. Lessons and Carols with Eucharist *
5 p.m. Lessons and Carols with Eucharist *

* Child Care Center open

Children
Christmas Caroling
December 8, 3-4 p.m. 

Mike Milam and the St. John’s Singers lead the singing. 
Children must be accompanied by a parent. Meet at 
Brandon Oaks at 3 p.m. *Youth will participate in lieu 
of Sunday Evening Youth Group.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals and Pageant
December 8, 15, 22

Rehearsals are on Dec. 8 and 15, from 11:15-12:15 
p.m., and dress rehearsal is on Dec. 22 from 4-5 p.m. 
The pageant is on Dec. 22 at 5 p.m. Open to babies 
to fifth graders. RSVP to Christine Mortlock, cmort-
lock@stjohnsroanoke.org, by Dec. 2 if your child(ren) 
would like to participate this year. 

Youth
Progressive Dinner for Youth

December 15, following the Gathering
Middle school and high school youth will eat at different 
homes, all finishing together for dessert and pick up.

Movie Day
December 23

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker. Carpool details and sign 
up to be provided.

WINTERLIGHT  Youth Conference at Kanuga
December 27-January 1

Ski Trips
High School at Snowshoe, January 17-20

Middle School at Winter Place, February 28-March 1
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St. John’s Book Club
First Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. in the conference room

December 5: The Tatooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris
January 2: Someone Knows My Name by Lawrence Hill
February 6: The Dutch House by Ann Patchett

Women at the Well
December 10, 6-7:30 p.m.

Women at the Well meets on the second Tuesday of each month. 
Child care is available.

St. John’s Happenings

Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. in the parish hall

Digital Discipleship
December 1
Led by John Jackson and Christine Mortlock

Talking, Touring, & Tasting Our Way through St. John’s: 
Past, Present, Future
December 15, 22
Led by Jan Garrett, Barbara Johnson, and Carolyn H’Doubler

ECW: Christmas at the Boys’ Home
December 3, 5:30 p.m. social; 6 p.m. dinner; 6:45 p.m. program

Dr. Donnie E. Wheatley, Executive Director of the Boys’ Home, located 
in Covington, Va. will be our speaker in December. The Boys’ Home, 
which opened in 1906, offers a comprehensive program to provide a path 
to success for boys 6-17 whose lives have been impacted by poverty or 
family instability. For reservations, call Pat Burns, 529-0096 by Friday, 
November 29. Dinner, $10; with wine, $12. Guests are welcome.

2019 Expense Reimbursements
If you have incurred expenses on behalf of St. John’s and need to be 
reimbursed, please submit your check request, with documentation 
attached, to Lisa Cayse, no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, December 
27. This way, all 2019 expenses will be paid and correctly reflected 
in the appropriate year. Thanks for your help with this!  

Save the Date: CYP Oyster Roast
CYP’s annual fundraiser Oyster Roast will be held on Friday, Jan-
uary 31, 2020 at 6 p.m. $75 in advance/$100 at the door. Space is 
limited.

Eucharistic Visitors
On Sundays, after we celebrate the Holy Eucharist, we often send out Eu-
charistic Visitors to take the Eucharist to people who are at home or who 
can’t get to church.  If you aren’t able to come to church and worship with 
us, we want you to know that you are still a part of the Body of Christ at 
St. John’s, and we would like to share the Holy Eucharist with you.  Please 
contact Mary Mackin mmackin@stjohnsroanoke.org or 343-9341.

A Star City Christmas
December 8, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. on the 4th floor

Please join us for Canterbury Book’s & Gifts
Holiday Open House 

Featuring author MR Hooley

Choose from our beautiful selection of Christmas merchandise. Come 
join us for refreshing beverages, tasty treats, and lots of holiday spirit.

St. John’s Budget YTD
Pledge Budget YTD: $941,151
Plate/No Pledge YTD: $87,490
YTD Budget through November 10: $1,028,641

YTD Pledge Actual: $844,688
YTD Plate/No Pledge Actual: $86,387
YTD Actual: $931,075

YTD Shortfall through November 10: $97,566

Annual Parish Meeting
Join us for our annual meeting at 9 a.m. on December 8 for Eric’s State 
of the Parish talk and please cast your vote for this coming year’s vestry 
slate. Candidates are listed below. You can read their bios in the Novem-
ber issue of The Record. The Vestry nominees are:

Terry Apple, James Breakell, Ray Cobb, Cal de Coligny, James Fellabaum,
Cyndi Fletcher, Mike Leigh, Barbara Renick, John Wood.

Sunday Supper Schedule
On December 1 we will have a potluck and make Advent wreaths fol-
lowing the Gathering service. We will not have Sunday Suppers on the 
subsequent Sundays in December or January 5. Sunday Suppers will re-
sume on January 12.
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An Invitation to Walk with 
Us On “Sacred Ground”
By The Rev. Richard Fife

My family’s foundational stories go back centuries, to a period when 
enterprising young men who emigrated from Scotland to Albemarle 
County, Virginia, bought land and built great houses in which family 

members have lived nearly to this day. I heard stories about these ancestors all 
my life but didn’t hear or think much about the enslaved people who worked the 
farms or served those of us in “the big houses” until now. 
   While I am proud of my family’s accomplishments, I have been struggling with 
this part of my family’s history and my overall lack of awareness regarding race and 
racial dynamics. And I have been learning how unjust facets of that ante-bellum 
society negatively influence both American history and contemporary America.
   You probably have a different story but may be engaging in a similar process. 
Like me, you may be curious and want to learn more about this darker side to the 
American story so we can better move forward as a nation instead of talking past 
one another.
   Starting in January, members of area Episcopal churches and others will come 
together to do just that. Following the “Sacred Ground” curriculum, developed by 
the Episcopal Church and heartily endorsed by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, 
participants will learn about the history of race in this country, explore our own 
stories, and look at the intersection of both in light of our call to become the be-
loved community.

   The facilitators include Jennifer Berenson, Dawn Skid-
more Murray, Todd Null, Ruth Cassell-Huynh, Bill Lemley 
and me (St. John’s); Deborah Hunley (St. Elizabeth’s); Kris-
tin Tadlock-Bell (Christ Church); Julie Pfeiffer (St. Paul’s, 
Salem); Debbie Williamson (St. James).  Our program coor-
dinator is Jenny Fife, assisted by Marta Lemley.
   The journey group  will run on alternate Mondays from 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. for ten sessions, January 13 to May 18, 2020.  
   For more information and to register go to www.diosw-
va.org and the SacredGroundRoanoke link under Events. 
If you have any questions, e-mail sacredgroundroanoke@
gmail.com

How I See God
By Wilson Milam

I went to a Dio. SWVA high school youth event on November 8-10 
called Fall Youth Event, or FYE, and I saw God in many ways. 
FYE showed me how powerful God can be. We all came together 

from all over Virginia just because of God. Over the course of the 
weekend I saw God in many ways, like during small groups when we 
got to make snow globes and planted plants, or when we danced and 
sang to a bunch of different songs, or when we set up a small ham-
mock village and we would all go out there and listen to music and 
stargaze, or during worship when we gathered to worship God. There 
are so many times that I saw God, but the one that stuck out to me 
most was during s’mores, we all hung out in Web Lodge at Phoebe 
Needles and sat around in the living room by the fireplace and ate 
some amazing s’mores. We shared stories and had a great time. Near 
the end of Saturday night, we sang a special goodnight song together. 
After most people had left, Sally, Hannah, Joshua, and I went out-
side in the freezing cold in our sleeping bags and stargazed on the 
ground and traded stories about that weekend and school. Any youth 
event that we host is always special to me, we always have a great staff 
there to help the weekend run smoothly. I love going to these events, 
they always have great food, and you're sure to meet a bunch of new 
friends. That’s how I see God at these events.
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St. John’s in the Fall

Clockwise from top right. Pledge Sunday Jazz Reception; Youth College Care 
Packaging; Baptisms on All Saints Sunday; Fine Wines visiting The Floyd Country 
Store; Trunk or Treat (Fellowship on the Fourth in October).
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Send us your news!
We like to communicate St. John’s programming well 
in advance, so please send information a minimum 
of two editions ahead. Deadlines for submissions to 
The Record are noon on December 11 for the January 
edition (which includes January and February) and 
noon on January 8 for the February edition (which 
includes February and March). Send information to 
ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org.

Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am. 
Sunday Classes for Youth and Adults
9:45 am. 
Children’s Chapel
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. 
The Gathering Eucharist
6:30 p.m. 
Youth Groups

Child Care Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. and 4:30-6 
p.m., except on December 1 when open through 7 
p.m. (ages 0 through grade 5)

People in the Parish
Baptisms, November 3, 2019
Walker Steven Blanks, son of Maryglenn and Steve Blanks, Jr., grandson of Bill and 
Mary Gust, Steve and Rachel Blanks, brother of Molly and Claire Blanks.
George Chiswell Hanna, son of Carter and John Hanna, grandson of Lacey and Keene 
Varner, brother of Walker Hanna.
Charles Peter McBurney, son of Katherine and Ryan McBurney, grandson of Kather-
ine and Wayne Strickland.
Lily Rosina Simmonds and Leah Eva Simmonds, daughters of Charlotte and Andrew 
Simmonds, sisters of Jonah Simmonds.

Birth
Selena Regan, daughter of Gene and Blanca Regan, sister of Elijah and Alex.

Death
Barry Woodford, husband of Sandra Woodford, on November 14, 2019.

It’s Poinsettia Time!

Remember or honor a loved one with 
a poinsettia this Christmas! Make your 
check payable to St. John’s Episcopal 
Church for $20, and send to the church, 
attention Deb Neff. Order form can also 
be found online at stjohnsroanoke.org. 

In memory of (PLEASE PRINT):  ______________________________________
______________________________________________________________
_________________

In thanksgiving for (PLEASE PRINT):   _________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
 
Given by:  _____________________________________
 

PLEASE NOTE:  December 15 is the absolute last date on which 
we can accept forms and publish the names you request in the Christmas Eve leaflets.


