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Exuberance, Trust 
and Unexpected Life Turns

Wednesday, June 26 wasn’t just a normal Wednesday for 
me. It was a day of reflection, and truthfully awe in the 
winding ways my life has taken. That is because that day 

marked the 20th anniversary of my ordination as a transitional deacon 
in The Episcopal Church (Episcopal priests are first ordained deacons 
and then generally six months to a year later, priests. My ordination to 
the priesthood happened on January 15, 2000).
   To get to that place, my life had already taken any number of crazy 
turns, which should have told me to hold on for all that was to come. 
But who can comprehend how God will guide one’s life once the Spirit 
grabs ahold of you? To get to that date 20 years ago, I answered a pow-
erful call to ministry my senior year of college. I gave up a pilot slot 
in the U.S. Air Force (and fulfilled my service obligation instead as a 
chaplain in the Navy), moved to the frozen tundra of Kansas City for 
seminary, left the denomination of my childhood, became an Episco-
palian, attended an additional year of seminary at Sewanee to become 
“Anglicanized” and then moved back to Kansas City for whatever the 
bishop would have me do.
   What the bishop decided to have me do is something I’m fairly sure 
no bishop should ask a “baby priest” (as we sometimes call them) to 
do: start a brand-new church from scratch. 
   A mix of exuberance, trust in God and naivete gave me the guts 
to say yes. St. Mary Magdalene Episcopal Church, Kansas City, Mis-
souri is the continuing community that was born out of that “yes.” 
That time in ministry was magical, as I had to learn literally every 
aspect of the life of a church, from putting together an altar guild to 
buying the linens for them to use, from transforming a funeral home 
into a church (yes, that’s where we worshiped initially!) to making sure 
the kids at Sunday School didn’t go through the wrong doors. We were 
doing church without a safety net, and it built confidence and trust in 
me that has travelled far beyond my seven years doing that ministry.
   I left there for St. Christopher’s, Pensacola, Florida, which, at the 
time, was a 50-year-old congregation which had lost a couple genera-
tions of younger people and was on a path to extinction if something 
didn’t change. The great thing about them is they wanted to change, 
and were willing to make room for new people and families with kids 

At the 20th anniversary of his diaconal ordination, the 
Reverend Eric Long looks back over his time with three 
different communities of faith.

– they just needed some guidance on how to get there. My wife Shelley, 
a teacher, took over the children’s ministry and what came forth was all 
but a miracle. This church was transformed into the church you wanted 
to visit if you had young children or youth. That became possible by way 
of a church full of surrogate grandparents, with tons of activities for all 
people. This church looked into the abyss and knew that God had other 
plans for them. St. Christopher’s remains a thriving, vibrant church, 
most certainly not on a road to extinction.
   St. John’s is the third congregation I have led. At first, it was the most 

Continued on page 6
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by Carolyn H’Doubler

“Here’s the church, and here’s the steeple – open the doors and see all the 
people.”
   How many times have we said this little rhyme to our children or grand-
children over the years? It is certainly true at St. John’s that upon opening 
the doors, we see many, many people, and not just on Sundays. Every day 
of the week one group or another uses our facilities, and together they 
serve as the visible part of our ministries, mission and outreach. Our 
parish is known for the generous use of its facilities. David Tucker offers 
some insights and perspective on our facilities and their upkeep from 
his role as property committee chair and his work as an environmental 
engineer.

How many years have you been at St. John’s and how long have you 
served on the property committee, and what is the primary function 
of the property committee at St. John’s? My wife, Lana, and I started 
attending St. John’s in 1981 and raised our two sons in this church. I have 
served on the property committee for over 10 years. Typically, the com-
mittee meets two to three times a year to plan and coordinate the care of 
the parish buildings and grounds. We work closely with the minister for 
parish administration, staying well informed about existing conditions 
and building issues needing attention.
   As an example, we recently addressed a longstanding leak on the first 
floor which required gutter work and other repairs. These drainage im-
provements provided the needed first step that enabled a major renova-
tion of the former nursery space into a new youth room. 

Can you describe the critical property needs that must be addressed 
over the next year at St. John’s? Although there are numerous issues that 
need to be addressed, the most crucial property concern is our HVAC 
system (heating, ventilation and air conditioning). The parish hall was 
constructed in 1997 and the average HVAC system has a useful life of 20 
years or less. Although it has been well maintained, our current HVAC 
system is obsolete, making repairs difficult and more costly. The parish’s 
annual operating budget provides for routine maintenance and repairs, 
but does not include major capital expenditures such as this. Additional 
designated reserves are required to meet major capital needs.

Your background as an environmental engineer must be an asset to 
your role on the property committee. I definitely can draw on my train-
ing as an environmental engineer, but I am fortunate to be surround-
ed by a wide range of expertise and wisdom. The committee is mostly 
composed of engineers and contractors, and also includes people with 
experience in the fields of architecture, interior design and business. 
Currently, the Douthat brothers (John and Andy), Lucian Grove, Nathan 
Harper, MaryJean Levin, Martin Pruitt, Dick Sayers, Tom Schroeder, 
John Whittle and Lee Wilhelm are serving. 

St. John’s, the Building: 
A Conversation with David Tucker
This interview is the first in a three-part series about our church facility and keeping it sustainable for future generations.
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John and Tina Wood
   John: “There always is a sense of community here, but, like the unexpected 
phone call from a long lost friend (I don’t do Facebook!), there are recurring 
events that strengthen those bonds and bind us closer together. I relish the Sun-
days when I put on my blue ‘We Will’ shirt and spend a few minutes with the 
wonderfully funny, inquisitive children of St. John’s.  
   Tina: “The important communal events have been the baptisms of our grand-
children living both here and far away. It is a confirmation of our baptismal vows 
when as a congregation we say ‘We Will’!”
   John and Tina met on a blind date while in college at the University of Virginia 
and Sweet Briar. After living in Charlottesville, Ann Arbor, Iowa City and San An-
tonio, they made Roanoke home more than 37 years ago. 

April Blackwood Young
   “Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discour-
aged, for the LORD your God 
will be with you wherever you 
go.” –Joshua 1:9
   “Our family uprooted to Roa-
noke from Florida last October. 
We moved during a strong hur-
ricane that chased us up many 
states and highways. After the 
rain and floods, we visited St. 
John’s. We needed something 
familiar among the chaos. In 
this new town, the faces may 
not have looked the same, but 
we found comfort in the com-
mon practices of fellowship, 
friendly shaking of hands at the 
peace, singing choir hymns and 
sharing in Holy Eucharist.”

Cayce and Anne Myers
   “Our daughter’s baptism at St. John’s was a day that was 
very special for our family. Not only did it mark the begin-
ning of her belonging to the Christian community, but also 
the community at St. John’s. During the baptism the con-
gregants say ‘We will’ when asked if they will support each 
baptized child in their lives in Christ. We and our daughter 
experience that pledge of ‘We will’ each Sunday at St. John’s.”
   Cayce and Anne Myers moved to Roanoke from Georgia 
in 2014. Cayce is a professor of communication at Virginia 
Tech (he also has a law degree from Mercer University School 
of Law). Anne is a senior attorney in the Social Security Ad-
ministration. Both teach Sunday School. Their daughter Cayce 
Anne turns two in August and was baptized on Easter Day in 
2018. 

   The Youngs spent 12 years living in Jacksonville, were parishioners at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal in Ortega where Michael and April were confirmed and Merritt and 
Wood were both baptized. They spent one year in Ocala at Grace Episcopal before 
moving to Roanoke with Cardinal Glass Industries, where Michael transferred as 
a sales manager. April leads the interior architecture and design studio at Hughes 
Associates. 

The 
   Q&A 

Where do you feel a sense of 
community at St. John’s?



St. John’s Happenings

Youth Events
    

Red Sox Baseball Night
August 2, 6:30 p.m. carpool from St. John’s or meet at stadium at 6:50

Pool Party and Cookout
August 25, 5:45 p.m. carpool from St. John’s 

or meet at Milams’ at 6 p.m.; 8 p.m. pickup at Milams’ 
Tray Light at tlight@stjohnsroanoke.org

Bricks 4 Kidz Lego Night
Ages 4 and up; August 10, 6-8:30 p.m.

Cost is $10, $20 max per family. Dinner is provided! 
Childcare available for ages 0-3.

Contact Christine Mortlock at cmortlock@stjohnsroanoke.org

Celebration Sunday
September 8

Mark your calendars! Fellowship on the Fourth hosts our annual 
Celebration Sunday, with a pig roast, games and fellowship in the 
garden following the Gathering.

Foyer Groups are back!
...meet your church family, one meal at a time

Foyer Groups are a great way to meet other St. John’s folks, sharing fel-
lowship around an informal table. Groups of 8-10 meet about once a 
month in homes or local restaurants. Pick up a form in the church office 
or after Sunday services, fill it out and return by Sept. 25. Contact Karen 
Strickland for more information, bkstrickland@cox.net.

St. John’s 
Cups are at 
Canterbury

St. John’s cups are avail-
able at Canterbury Books 
with St. John’s new logo! 
Pick up one for you or a 
few for gifts. Proceeds 
from all sales at Canter-
bury support St. John’s 
outreach projects.

Annual Parish Picnic at Fishburn Park
August 18, 12 p.m.

One last hurrah before school starts up again – dress casual for church and come to Fishburn 
Park after the 10 a.m. service – bring a side dish or dessert, lawn chairs, blankets and sunscreen!
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Fine Wines Trip to Garth Newel 
Music Center

August 18 
For more information, contact the Reverend Mary Mackin,  

mmackin@stjohnsroanoke.org

St. John’s Book Club
First Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. in the conference room

September 5 Spying on the South by Tony Horwitz 
October 3: The Guest Book by Sarah Blake  
November 7: Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

Fine Wines Presents 
Autumn in New York

Friday, September 20, 6 p.m.

An evening celebration in the parish hall at St. John’s.  
We’ll have live music by the Bill Hoffman Quintet, 

gourmet appetizers, drinks and dancing!

Music News
Summer Music Camp was a great success! Twenty-two children sang, 
played and danced their way through the week including hands-on ex-
periences with piano, organ, strings, brass, woodwinds and percussion. 
Thanks to teachers and volunteers Gretchen Jensen, Annie Chilcote, 
Tray Light, Chrissy Mortlock, Julia H’Doubler and Lynne Kessler!

Summer Choir continues each Sunday through Labor Day weekend. 
Try us out one or more Sundays – we rehearse at 9 a.m. and sing at the 
10 a.m. service. There is no long-term commitment, and each Sunday is 
independent of the others.

The Choir Kickoff Dinner is set for Wednesday August 28 at 6 p.m. This 
is a great chance for potential new members to enjoy food and fellow-
ship. RSVP to Mike Milam.

Start-up dates for our music ensembles: Mark your calendars and plan 
to join us! We'd love to welcome new folks into these communities.
St. Cecilia Handbells: Tuesdays, 4:30-6 p.m. beginning September 3
St. John's Music Academy (grades K-5): Wednesdays, 4:30-5:45 p.m., 
beginning September 4
St. John's Choir (adults): Wednesdays, 6-7:30 p.m., beginning  
September 4
St. John's Singers (grades 6-12): Sundays, 3:30-4:45 p.m., beginning 
September 15

Contact Mike Milam at mmilam@stjohnsroanoke.org 
or 343-9341 for more information.

Women at the Well
Women at the Well moves to the second Tuesday of each month, begin-
ning with a low country boil on August 13 at 6 p.m.

Red Cross Blood Drive
Wednesday, August 7, 12-6 p.m. in the parish hall

Call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit redcrossblood.org 
to schedule an appointment.

Canterbury Books & Gifts
 Semi-Annual Sale

Canterbury Books & Gifts is holding its Semi-Annual Sale with 
30-50% off selected items. It is also Christmas in July with 50% off 
holiday items.
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Why would someone consider leaving an endowment to our church? After all, 
we seem to be getting along okay, don’t we? This is how I look at it.
We all enjoy our beautiful church, and on a year-in-year-out basis we pay 

for its expenses, including upkeep, clergy, staff and outreach. However, none of us now 
living paid for the initial land and buildings, and the costs over the years to hand it down 
to our present generations. St. John’s is a gift to us from those worshipers who preceded 
us – and what a wonderful gift it was. 
   St. John’s is not only a beautiful place of worship, learning and fellowship, but it is a 
springboard for outreach in the community and causes far and wide. St. John’s is a power-
ful force for good in this world. It shapes and changes lives and souls, and gives comfort 
and hope to those in distress. I have repeatedly been awed by the selfless work that ema-
nates quietly below the radar from our church.  
   I didn’t pay for this wonderful church. But I am the beneficiary of generations of largess, 
of those who wanted to see this church continue its ministry long after they were gone. It 
was a wonderfully generous thing they did.  
   Now I feel it is my privilege to help insure that the church can continue to meet the 
financial challenges and goals for future generations. That is why I’ve chosen to leave an 
endowment.  
   This is the third in a series of periodic reflections from the Endowment Board of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church.

St. John’s, Shaping and Changing Lives
A reflection on giving back, by Wharton Ramsey

Cover photo: Shelley, Abigail, Madalene and Eric at St. 
Christopher's in Pensacola, c. 2010. Pictures this page: ded-
ication day for St. Mary Magdalene's, Kansas City, in 2006; 
Eric's ordination at Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral, Kansas 
City, Missouri, 1999.6 | The Record • August 2019 • No. 8

Eric Anniversary from page 1

challenging for me simply because I had always built things 
and St. John’s appeared to have it all. Initially, it took a sec-
ond to figure out that I wasn’t just supposed to maintain this 
church but to guide it into a new future as well. Over my five 
years here, we have rebuilt the children and youth programs 
with new, renovated ministry spaces for these groups, put to-
gether educational, social and worship opportunities for every 
age demographic within the church, shifted our focus away 
from mere program busyness toward a preference for going 
deeper and doing it together. Most importantly, during a tu-
multuous time in our society, we have built a community that 
offers the all too rare opportunity for people to be together, 
despite ideological differences, and worship and minister as 
one. Next up is tackling a decades-old problem few even know 
about, which is making sure that our church campus, which is 
faithfully used not just for us but generously shared with our 
neighbors throughout the valley, has the resources to continue 
to be maintained into perpetuity.
   Twenty years ago, as I entered that funeral home to set up 
church for the first time, if you would have told me I’d be living 
in Roanoke, Va. ministering to a historic downtown church 
with so many gifts for ministry, I don’t think I would have be-
lieved you. I wonder where the next 20 years will take us.  



St. John’s in July
Clockwise from top left: Garden celebrations! We celebrated 
Bishop Heath Light’s 90th birthday on July 7 ; the garden journey group 
harvested its vegetables and family night in the garden was lots of fun.

We said farewell to Xavier Perdue as he left to spend more time with 
family, and celebrated his more than seven years of work at St. John’s 
with fellowship and ice cream after the Gathering on June 30.
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Summer Sunday 
Worship Schedule
8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am. 
Summer Adult Sunday School
9:45 am. 
Children’s Chapel
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:15 a.m.  
Cookies and lemonade in the garden
5:00 p.m. 
The Gathering Eucharist

Child Care Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
and 4:30-6:30 p.m. (ages 0 through grade 5)

Send us your news!
We like to communicate St. John’s programming well 
in advance, so please send information a minimum 
of two editions ahead. Deadlines for submissions to 
The Record are noon on August 14 for the Septem-
ber edition (which includes September and October) 
and noon on September 11 for the October edition 
(which includes October and November). Send in-
formation to ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org.

People in the Parish
Deaths
Ida Lewis Johnson, mother of Kay Kelly, mother-in-law of Jim Kelly, 
on July 11, 2019 in Clinton, Nc.
Kossen Gregory, husband of Sarah Gregory, on June 29, 2019 in Roanoke, Va.
Francis Bailey Teague, Jr., brother of Nelson Teague, brother-in-law of Martha Teague, 
on June 27, 2019 in Lynchburg, Va.

Baptisms, July 14, 2019
Elowen Rivers Moore, daughter of Landon and Meredith Moore, sister of Mac,
granddaughter of Mae Moore and S. D. Roberts Moore.
Katherine Grace Parry, daughter of Matthew and Allison Parry.
Riley Elizabeth Price, daughter of Bradford and Kathleen Price, 
sister of Jonathan and Tanner Price.
John Clark Shuman, son of John and Meredith Shuman.
Steven Smith.

Transfer Out
Jonathan Gross, to Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Richmond, Va. on July 11, 2019.

Summer Music Camp


