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Listening for the Voice of God

A bush on fire but not burning? God calling a shepherd to save 
the Israelites, an entire population of people? 
It makes sense that Moses was confused and frightened by 

the will of God. Moses was afraid to look at God. Moses stumbled 
upon God’s mountain by mere circumstance. He did not know God’s 
plan for him but proceeded to follow God’s instructions. He was afraid 
to look at God out of utter fear and respect. Right here, Moses shows 
us what it’s like to put full faith in God.
   [In today’s Old Testament reading, Exodus 3:1-15] God tells Moses 
he knows of the suffering of the Israelites and tells Moses to to go and 
bring them out of the suffering of Egypt. Moses is a simple man mind-
ing his business. Just like us, he had no warning signs and he feels 

incredibly underqualified to go and save an entire race of people. He 
doesn’t know how he would save a whole race of people so he questions 
God, like we all have done. 
   God tells Moses that when he has rescued the people he shall bring 
them to this unexpected holy ground and there they will all worship 
God. God says to Moses, “I am who I am,” and the Israelites are to 
follow, because God has sent Moses by his command to rescue them.  
   Moses is a biblical example of an everyday situation. All of us sitting 
here today are patiently awaiting God’s call. God may not come to us in 
a burning bush, but eventually God will present himself to every one of 
us in his own way. 
   We, just like Moses, are probably not prepared to hear the voice of 
God. To prepare for God’s calling to us as individuals we should keep 
our hearts open to prayer and open to new ideas and opportunities in 
our lives. 
   Now that I am a senior in high school, a lot of opportunities are in 
front of me. I have the path that I want to take but I am slowly beginning 
to see that God may have written my story a bit differently. Or, I always 
thought that high school would be like the movies and that I would have 
this perfect life, but God often has different plans. I am thankful for the 
path that God has put me on. Through the paths that God has designed, 
we will find him and hear his call along the way. 
   Personally, finding God’s reasoning in things like being rejected to a 
college is a struggle, but I have put total faith in that whatever happens 
through the next few years, God will help me thrive. When God 
closes one door, it is his way of leading us to an open one with better 
opportunities and experiences, whether we view it that way or not.  
   One door God opened to me would be my call to help preserve the 
environment. As someone who appreciates nature and has a genuine 
care for God’s creation, I believe he has put my family and me in the 
crossfire of the [Mountain Valley] pipeline so that we can live out one 
of our callings. 
   Through all the fighting and turmoil caused by greed, my eyes have 
been opened to another of God’s callings in my life. Through my experi-
ences being a protestor, I have become aware that I have a calling that 
is bigger than myself, something beyond the scope of my personal life. 
This call affects various individuals in all kinds of situations; my call to 
stand up for what’s right impacts much more than myself and has made 
me realize that God’s call on our lives may not be straightforward either.

Continued on page 3   

Eloise Chandler, a senior at Roanoke Catholic, gave this sermon for Youth Sunday this year, on March 24. 
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Addiction: Finding Hope, Love, 
Transformation 
Drs. Dave and Cheri Hartman spoke at our Sunday services on March 

17 about addiction and recovery. They each have more than three 
decades’ experience working with individuals in addiction and re-

covery including work in private practice and at Carilion and the Bradley Free 
Clinic. You can read and listen to their full remarks and find a list of resources 
on our blog, We Gather.

David: “I have the honor to work with a number of these individuals in 
six groups a week, and through the use of medication-assisted treatment as 
well as group therapy, we’ve been able to see transformations of individuals 
into really loving human beings. I encourage you and invite you all to be 
involved, overlook our stigma or prejudice of working with substance abuse 
disorder and reach out to the people in our families, our parish, our com-
munity, and I will assure you you will get much love in return.”

Cheri: “We are reaching out and touching folks who feel so vulnerable and 
in need of love, people who feel broken apart by their disease of addiction, 
who have lost hope, and whose shame has made them lose sight of their own 
value – feeling so small, lonely and vulnerable – as they put themselves into 
our hands. Just by accepting these – oftentimes young –men and women, 
just by listening to their tragic stories with love and compassion and pro-
viding hope that they can recover and that they can find the help they need 
– sacred precious moments unfold. Reaching out for help feels like this act 
of prayer on their part – on my end, being trusted by such a vulnerable per-
son feels sacred and privileged, even if all I have done is sparked a glimmer 
of hope and a sense of value as a worthy child of God. This WAY of love is 
something we can all do.”

How You Can Help
Roanoke Valley HOPE Initiative at the Bradley Free 
Clinic
This program provides free help with finding appropri-
ate treatment options, offered by volunteer "Angels.” Vol-
unteers complete a two-hour training and are supervised 
by staff. Their roles include giving comfort bags, meeting 
with participants to record their information and provide 
information from the HOPE Directory of Services, cleri-
cal work, follow-up phone calls, assisting with educational 
events, leading satellite projects or hosting educational 
events, book clubs, prayer and support groups and fun-
draisers. Volunteers can also have additional training to 
learn how to use the REVIVE drug, Narcan. 

For information contact the RV HOPE Initiative, 540-
339-9010, or Christine Baldwin, staff, rvhopeinitiative16@
gmail.com. 

National Drug Take Back Day, April 27 
Volunteer with Prevention Council through Nancy Hans 
(nhans@pc4y.org) or through RAYSAC: Roanoke Area 
Youth and Substance Abuse Coalition
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(Eloise Chandler’s sermon for Youth Sunday 2019, 
continued from page 1.)
   
   All of us experience God’s plan for us in an individual way be-
cause each of us has our own story. Every one of can make an im-
pact in our church, in our community and throughout the world. 
Through these impacts, we can find a new calling or create a new 
holy ground where we least expect it.  
   Not only did Moses not expect this call from God, he did not 
expect the mountain where he was standing to become holy 
ground. Think of a time when you have experienced God’s peace. 
This is God at work in our everyday lives. Through God’s creation 
we create interactions with our surroundings and with our 
neighbors. Sometimes we might not even know or we forget that 
we are on God’s holy ground. 
   God works in mysterious ways. Two summers ago I visited Nor-
way, and while we were there we walked on a glacier. It was be-
low freezing, sheets of ice were being blown in our faces, I could 
hardly see the person in front of me, and I loved it. If I looked 
close enough I could see the striations of the water running in the 
glacier beneath my feet. Something like that could not be man-
made and it made me take a second and realize that God is able to 
create something so powerful. I felt very close to him.
   I’m not saying go to Norway and walk on a glacier to find God’s 
presence – unless you want to, and I highly recommend you do if 
you have the opportunity. 
   Another experience where I discovered God was attending the 
St. John’s mission trip. I have been on two and if you are available 
or interested in going, I highly recommend it. We went to Wise 
county, Virginia, which is an area that suffers from poverty. We 
fixed up houses to make them more livable. These mission trips 
are so much more than rebuilding houses, they are about building 
relationships with someone we would not choose on our own 
to associate with. The places we helped became holy in those 
moments. Being able to go to a place to help another person who 
is in incredible need opened my heart and my eyes. This is another 
calling I have received from God that ties into my activist side of 
things. The ability to help a person is everything. God created us 
all in his image. No one is above anyone else. These experiences 
where we get to help others in need have humbled me to that 
realization. 
   These experiences made me realize all the things I take for 
granted every day and how lucky I truly am. It surprised me how 
much human connection and holy ground I found in some of the 
places we went to, and the relationships I formed. 
   Every person experiences God differently and finds holy ground 
in different places and I encourage all of us to help someone in 
need and to find some meditative time in our chaotic weeks to 
find holy ground in an unexpected place. The experiences you will 
encounter, through the serenity of the outdoors and the beauty of 
the human connection, will help guide you along God’s path.
   Moses received an unexpected call in an unexpected place. He  is 
no different than any one of us sitting here today. We all have a call 
from God – we just have to be listening. Through our experiences, 
out trust and our willingness to answer God’s call, we are living 
our lives to the fullest.      

Holy Week and Easter
Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019

8 a.m. Liturgy of Palms & Holy Eucharist, Rite I
*9 a.m. Adult Christian Education

*10 a.m. Liturgy of Palms & Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
*5 p.m. The Gathering Eucharist

*5:45 p.m. Sunday Supper

Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019
*6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar

7:00 p.m. Labyrinth opens for the next 23 hours

All Night Prayer Vigil, April 18-19, 2019
Begins: 7:00 p.m., Thursday  

Ends: 9:00 a.m., Friday in the church

Good Friday, April 19, 2019
12:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy

*6:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy: Walking the Way of the Cross
6:00 p.m.  Labyrinth closes

Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019
6:30 a.m. The Great Vigil of Easter

*9:00 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite II
*9:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School

*10:15 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt
*11:00 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite II

*11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
* Childcare Center Open (No Gathering Service on Easter Sunday)

Eucharistic Visitors
“We who are many are one Body because we all share one Bread one Cup.”  
At the end of our worship service on Sundays, we often say these words as 
a Eucharistic Visitor receives a consecrated communion kit to take to a pa-
rishioner who can’t make it to the service.  In this way, we include those at 
home in our service of Holy Eucharist.  This is a vital ministry of St. John’s, 
for it reminds us of all those who cannot be with us physically but yet are 
part of us in spirit.  It connects us to God and to each other.

If you or someone you know would like to have a visit from a Eucharistic 
Visitor bringing communion, please contact the Rev. Mary Mackin at 343-
9341 or mmackin@stjohnsroanoke.org. 



St. John’s Happenings
Canterbury Events

Book and Author Event with the Very Reverend Barkley Thompson, 
April 4, 5:30 p.m. in the parish hall
The Very Reverend Barkley Thompson, former rector of St. John’s and 
now dean of Christ Church Cathedral in Houston, Texas, will read from 
his collection of columns and sermons, In the Midst of the City: The Gospel 
and God’s Politics. A book signing and reception follows.
Easter Eggs-stravaganza, April 10, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at the bookstore
Trunk show featuring T G Jewelry Design by local artist Tom Goodwin.
Book and Author Event with Marsha Combs, April 25, 6-7:30 p.m.
Reception, presentation, and book signing in the parish hall.

Women’s Retreat: 
Friendship – Come as You Are

April 26-28 at the W. E. Skelton  4-H Educational Conference Center

All are invited to St. John’s third annual women’s retreat on the shores of 
Smith Mountain Lake, exploring faith and sharing fellowship through 
conversation, activities and shared meals. This year’s theme is friendship. 
Contact Rev. Whitney Burton at wburton@stjohnsroanoke.org.

St. John’s people running in any Blue Ridge Marathon event on April 13, 
please meet outside of the parish hall at 7 a.m. for a group photo and to sup-
port each other before the race begins!

Habitat for Humanity Service Project
May 9-11

On May 9, 10, and 11, St. John’s will be doing a three-day building blitz to 
help the Sungula-Asaku family realize their dream of a new home. We need 
15 people each day, 9-4:00, to help us get the work done. No previous ex-
perience is necessary and tools are provided. We also need help providing 
lunch for the volunteers those three days. If you would like more informa-
tion or would like to sign up to work or provide food, please contact David 
Olson at dolson@stjohnsroanoke.org.

Youth Happenings
Diocesan Spring Youth Event: May 3-5. For current youth 

in grades five through eight.

Middle School Mission Trip: July 14-18 at the Trinity Center  
in Salter Path, N.C.

  
High School Mission Trip:  July 21-27 in Wilmington, N.C. 

(post-hurricane recovery)

Contact Tray Light at tlight@stjohnsroanoke.org for more information. 

Red Cross Blood Drive
April 10, 12-6 p.m.

Volunteers and donors needed! Call 1-800-RED-CROSS to sign up.  
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Michael Hibben 
and Pepper the Robot

Tuesday, May 7

Everyone is invited to ECW (Episcopal Church Women)’s up-
coming program. Michael Hibben, senior manager with Roanoke 
County Public Library, and “Pepper”, the robot, from the South 
County Library, will present the May program. Social hour at 
5:30, dinner at 6 ($12 with wine, $10 without) and program at 7 
p.m., which is open to all.  Please make dinner and/or program 
reservations with Pat Burns, 529-0096, by Friday, May 7.
   “When I entered the library profession nearly two decades ago, I 
never imagined that I’d be working with a humanoid robot,” says 
Michael Hibben. “We are the first public library in the region to 
become a community partner with Girls Who Code, a national 
nonprofit who aims to close the gender gap in computer science.” 
Read more at our blog, We Gather.

Music on the Corner
The Garth Newel Piano Quartet

April 5, reception at 5:15 p.m.; concert at 6 p.m.

El Camino de Santiago
 Pilgrimage

May 13-29, 2020

The Reverend David Olson will lead a pilgrimage to hike the last 
150 miles of the El Camino de Santiago (the Way of St. James), 
ending in the city of Santiago de Compostela, where it is believed 
the martyr St. James is buried. Along the way, the pilgrims will 
engage in Bible study, discussion of the life of James and personal 
reflection. Please note: participants need to be physically capable 
of two weeks of daily walking. To learn more, contact David, dol-
son@stjohnsroanoke.org.

Fine Wines
Sunday, April 14: Second Sunday Brunch at Scrambled.
Wed., April 17: Day excursion to lunch at the Homestead and a possible 
visit to Warm Springs Art Gallery. Travel in individual cars; no trip fee 
involved. RSVP: Cary Baber, carywbaber@cox.net or 776-3483.
Wed., May 8. Day excursion to Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest, with 
lunch at Isabella’s Trattoria in Lynchburg. Trip cost $18; lunch on one’s 
own. RSVP: Mary MacIlwaine, mcjmacilwaine@cox.net or 343-1724. 
Thurs., May 9. Provide lunch for Habitat for Humanity workers.

Sunday Mornings at 9
The Christian Consumer: Living Faithfully in a Fragile World
April 28, May 5 and 12 in the parish hall
Dr. Laura M. Hartman, Assistant Professor in Environmental Studies at 
Roanoke College
What we consume – food, energy, stuff – has an impact on our world, 
scaling from individuals, through families and communities, to the earth 
itself. In this class we explore the impact of our consumption through a 
lens of faith, asking what our forebears in the Christian tradition would 
say about our current consumeristic world and at the ways that good, 
Christian consumption can constitute praise, love and connection to God. 

Explorers: Adult Confirmation Classes
April 7, 14, 28; May 5, 12 in room 204
Interested in being confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church? Any 
adults who are already confirmed in another tradition are invited to attend 
our adult confirmation classes beginning in April. Contact Eric Long, 
elong@stjohnsroanoke.org or 343-9341, for more information. Confir-
mation opens up more positions of parish leadership, including serving 
on the vestry. And the class is open to anyone, even if you’re already a 
member.  To find out more about serving on vestry, contact John Levin, 
levinroanoke@cox.net or 344-3605.

Rector’s Reception
Thursday, May 2, 6 p.m.

If you are new to St. John’s, returning, or wanting to dive deeper, join us 
for an evening of fellowship at Eric Long’s house. Contact Whitney Burton 
for more information, wburton@stjohnsroanoke.org. Childcare available.

Roanoke College Spring Concert
April 12, 6 p.m.

The choirs of Roanoke College will present a broad sampling of 
styles and genres in their popular spring concert at St. John’s to 
benefit the Rescue Mission.

No. 4 • April 2019 • The Record | 5



I’m sitting in the middle of a long table, and looking around, I see 
all kinds of different faces looking back at me. They are all men, 
as this is a meeting of my St. John’s men’s group, but beyond that 

each face represents a totally unique individual. Each is a different 
person.  Each has his own path. Each has his own beliefs and ideas 
about politics, social issues, life. No two are exactly alike, and no two 
believe the exact same things about this world and what makes it up.
   But the best thing about this group I’m sitting with is that none of 
that really matters.  
   We gather like this twice a month, in the evening, at a local estab-
lishment. We laugh a lot, tell embellished stories, and we talk about 
God, life, current events, world issues, fishing, kids, busy schedules, 
the joys and challenges of being a follower of Jesus and any other 
random topic that might come up in our wandering conversations. 
   I have really grown to love the time I get to spend with this group as 
it gives me a place to talk with others in a safe place about so much of 
what swirls in my head each and every day. 
   Yes, we are all different people with different beliefs and lives, but 
as I sit looking around at them I realize the one thing that doesn’t 
change each time we get together is the table we sit around. It’s always 
the same table, with the same chairs, and even the same weird coast-

ers spread out over it. 
   And in this way I suppose my men’s group is just a small micro-
cosm of what St. John’s is as a church, gathered together in four walls, 
around meals, around Eucharist, celebrating, mourning, worshiping, 
learning. We are a community made up of vastly different people, 
from all walks of life and with different views and ideas but each 
time we get together we have one thing in common that outweighs 
all the things we don’t have in common. We are Christians who call 
St. John’s home.  
   As I sit here tonight at my men’s group, looking at all these faces, 
I’m reminded of when it’s time for Holy Eucharist each Sunday, and 
how much I enjoy watching all the different faces that come up to 
gather around the same table, each with their own stories and wor-
ries and joys, a table with its own version of weird coasters spread 
out all over it. 
   Young and old, joyful and struggling, anxious or at peace. All come, 
all are together. 
   And yes, all different, but, in the ways that matter, all the same.
   In a divided world where more and more we tend to only surround 
ourselves with those who are just like us, this is a wonderful gift. 
Tonight I can’t help but think about that.   

Different Journeys, Same Home
A reflection by the Reverend David Olson
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Shrove Tuesday, just before the beginning of Lent, included music 
from Kingdom Life Ministries and – of course – pancake races.

St. John’s in March

Thanks to everyone who donated to our annual food drive 
for St. Francis House! 

On Parents’ Night Out, Chris Woody, who volunteers for CYP, 
taught line dancing and demonstrated breakdancing for the kids!

Right. Casseroles cooked 
by the youth and the Fine 

Wines raised money for the 
annual Mission Trip. 

Far Right. Kids in the 
Child Care Center on

 Parents’ Night Out.

Canterbury Books and Gifts hosted a flower workshop with designer 
Matilda Bradshaw.
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Send us your news!
We would like to communicate St. John’s program-
ming well in advance, so please send event informa-
tion a minimum of two editions ahead. Deadlines 
for submissions to The Record are noon April 10 for 
the May edition (which includes May and June) and 
noon on May 15 for the June edition (which includes 
June and July.)   Send information to cmodisett@st-
johnsroanoke.org and ehines@stjohnsroanoke.org.

Sunday Worship 
Schedule
8:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am. 
Sunday Classes for Youth and Adults
9:45 am. 
Children’s Chapel
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. 
The Gathering Eucharist
5:45 p.m. 
Sunday Supper
6:30 p.m. 
Youth and Journey Groups

Child Care Center open 8:30-11:30 a.m. and 4:30-
7:30 p.m. (ages 0 through grade 5)

People in the Parish
Deaths
Robina Hague, mother of Rick Hague, Melanie Hague, and Daydrie Hague, on March 
22, 2019.
Jeanette Davis, mother of Janet Trevilian, mother-in-law of Tim Trevilian, on March 
18, 2019.
Barbara Priestly Garst, mother of Leslie Cleveland, mother-in-law of Bill Cleveland, 
on March 2, 2019 in Boones Mill, Va.

The elements, waiting for the noon service on Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019.
See page 3 for our Holy Week schedule as we move toward the celebration of 
resurrection on Easter Day.


